
 
Parent Forum Minutes 

 

 

Date 15.07.2021 

Held at 2.00pm via Microsoft Teams 

Apologies GM 

 

 ITEM ACTION 

1. Apologies 
Apologies from GM   
 

EA 

2. Minutes of last meeting & matters arising from minutes 
The minutes from 26th May 2021 were approved. 
Everything included in the minutes has been addressed/dealt with (except for 
uniform - please see below). For example ‘school supplies’ – teachers have been 
asked to follow school procedures: if their children need extra pens and pencils 
etc, they need to put in an order at school; not ask their children to bring in more 
from home. 

EA 

3. School uniform 
Hammond’s Local Advisory Body (LAB) has agreed to delegate this responsibility 
to EA. EA will be launching a survey for parents in the Autumn term to find out 
their views on school uniform. This will be fed back to the LAB. No changes will be 
made to the uniform until September 2022 to ensure that plenty of notice is given 
to parents. 
Michelle Fennelly (COO, Aspire) has also been in contact with Mapac to explain 
that there have been complaints regarding their items and unless the quality of 
their products improve, we may decide to go with another company. If we were 
to choose another company, we would need to give Mapac “reasonable notice” – 
she is investigating what this is.  
  

EA 

4. Bikeability 
Next year, Year 5 and 6 children will be taking part in Bikeability. Parents will need 
to pay for this; the school will cover the cost for Pupil Premium children.  
After next year, Bikeability will annually take place in Year 5.  
Hammond Academy has already purchased cycle racks for school so that children 
can cycle to and from school. 

EA 

5. Trips 
It was asked why staff who worked in one bubble were allowed to attend another 
bubble’s school trip, when parents weren’t allowed on trips. EA explained: the 
guidance states that staff are allowed to work across the whole school; they are 

EA 



no longer confined to working in one bubble; all staff take 2 COVID tests a week. 
From a COVID point of view, it was safer to take staff than parents.  
It was explained to EA that for 2 particular year groups, parents were only 
informed the day before the trip that they were no longer needed on the trip. EA 
did not realise this and apologised on behalf of the school for this – staff had 
plenty of time to inform parents of this as it was decided when restrictions 
weren’t eased, that it would only be staff attending. This is when they should have 
been informed. 
It was also explained that communication for a few trips had been poor (children 
being told one thing via their teachers and parents being told another via the 
office). EA apologised for this on behalf of the school; this isn’t acceptable and 
explained that she will be dealing with this. 
 

6. Sports day 
It was asked why parents were not allowed to attend sports day: 
Guidance states that parents can be invited onsite, however it is the sole 
responsibility of the school to ensure that parents not only stay in bubbles of no 
more than 30, but to ensure that these bubbles do not mix with one another. 
Logistically, this would have been incredibly difficult to do, especially when 
parents have children in more than one year group. As a school we would not 
have been able to staff this. Aspire took the decision that they were not willing to 
take such a responsibility. It was noted that if this had been explained to parents 
at the time, they would have understood. 
 

 

7. What is the school’s view on younger children walking to school with their older 
siblings? 
EA explained that it is the parent’s right to make the decision on how their child 
gets to school. If there was a safeguarding concern, for example we felt that a 
particular child wasn’t mature enough to walk their younger sibling to school, 
then we would raise this as a concern with the parent but otherwise this is 
ultimately a decision made by the parents. With regards to leaving the school 
premises at the end of the day, children have to be collected by a parent, unless 
the parent has given written consent to state that they are to be picked up by an 
older sibling/can walk home on their own.  

 

8. When will Y1 parents receive their child’s test results?   
Children in Year 1 have not sat official tests this year; teacher assessment only. 
This is included in your child’s reports. 

 

9. Will work be provided for the children over the summer holidays?  
No, teachers will not be setting work over the summer. However, there will be 
information in the newsletter over the next couple of weeks, listing some ideas 
which parents can do with their children to ensure that they continue to learn 
over the 6 week break. Children have also received personalised next step targets 
in their school reports from their teachers which parents can work on with them. 
Parents can also have a look at the curriculum overviews for their child’s 
upcoming year so they can help prepare them over the summer.  

 

10. Will Hammond Academy be providing a summer club over the holidays? 
The Government has provided funding to some secondary schools to run clubs for 
Year 6 and 7 pupils however funding has not been given to primary schools. 
Hammond Academy does not have the sufficient money to be able to hold a 
summer club. 

 



11. Homework 
Children were given their homework on sheets of paper this year to eliminate the 
risk of spreading COVID through carrying a book back and forth from home and 
school. From September, children will be provided with a folder. The question was 
asked about whether teachers could set homework via Google Classroom. We 
would be unable to set work in this way because not all children have access to a 
device. It would not be fair on teacher’s workload to ask them to set homework in 
2 different ways. 

 

12. Can parents be kept in the loop a bit more in terms of knowing what their 
children are learning in school? 
Termly curriculum overviews for your child’s year group are all on the school’s 
website. These overviews include everything that your child will be learning that 
term. These have been advertised via the school’s newsletter.  

 

13. School meals 
Concerns over whether lunches on a Friday are good value for money. In 
September, this problem will be eliminated – Friday’s lunch time will be a lot less 
rushed as the school day has been extended. The salad bar has now been 
reintroduced (it had previously been taken away due to the risk of COVID 
transmission).  

 

14. Extra-curricular activities 
Swimming will be back on the curriculum from September.  
Will dance clubs continue after school? Yes. 
Could we have some food tech related clubs after school? We haven’t got the 
facilities for this. 
It was raised that there isn’t enough choice of clubs for the younger year groups.  
This will be looked into for September. 

EA 

15. Gateway 
Could non uniform days be paid for via Gateway? The school is charged for every 
transaction that is made by a parent on Gateway, therefore we would end up 
losing money; not raising it.  

 

16. AOB 
School timings for September: school will begin with a soft start each day (8.45 – 
8.55) and then school finishes at 3.15. This has been communicated to parents 
however there will be a reminder for September.  
We have appointed Teaching Assistants (TAs) this week. Your class TAs will be 
announced by the end of the term. 

 

17. Date and time of next meeting 
Monday 20th SEPT 2:00-3:00 

 

 

 

 


