
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
There is a definite air of normality returning and it makes me very happy. Class 
trips are being booked for the second half of the summer term, and over the 
next couple of weeks I will be able to give you provisional dates for events such 
as sports days and open evening in the hope that these will be able to go ahead. 
 
We have made an exciting link with the University of Hertfordshire (UH) that 
promises to bring our children many opportunities over the coming years. The 
Widening Access Team from UH have been working with local secondary schools 
for a number of years and are now branching out into primary schools – two 
schools in Hemel and two in Stevenage. Their aim is to raise aspirations and ac-
ademic achievement through a variety of projects relating to reading, science, 
art and much more. We have some exciting projects lined up already: children 
in Y5 and Y6 will be participating in a ‘Joy of Reading’ event which will see them 
taking part in virtual workshops with the author Stewart Foster, and children in 
Y4 and Y5 will take part in ‘The Big Steam’, which is an art, science and drama 
project. Covid-19 restrictions mean these projects are taking place virtually this 
term, but from next year we will welcome visitors into our school and children 
will be able to visit the university and take part in events there. This is a fantas-
tic opportunity for our children and I am excited to see how it develops. 
 
Have a lovely weekend  
 
Kind regards, 

 
Eileen Anderson 

Deputy Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 
 

3rd May—Bank Holiday (School         
                 Closed) 
 
10th May—Reception Screening 
 
31st May—4th June -Half Term  
                                (School Closed) 
 
14th June—Year 6 Thorpe Park trip 
 
17th June—Year 2 Ruislip Lido trip 
 
1st July - The Astley Cooper             
              transition day 
 
1st & 2nd July—Longdean transition 
day  
 
6th July—Year 1 Mountfitchet trip 
 
8th July—Year 6 Transition Day 

14th July-Reception Whipsnade zoo 
  trip 
 
15th July—Year 3 Whipsnade zoo trip 

21st July—Last day of Summer term 

22nd July—Occasional Day (School  
                   Closed) 
 
 

Newsletter 

Hammond Academy  

Aspire News 
 

Mrs Hiles led a meeting with literacy leaders from across Aspire to look at writ-
ing. The literacy leaders are working together to develop a bank  

of resources that will be used to support the assessment of writing in each of the 
schools. 

We are very grateful to Mr Porterfield from the Central Services Team who has 
been supporting us while we are recruiting for a new caretaker. 

Staffing News 

I am delighted to let you know 
that Miss Higby is expecting a 
baby in August. She is aiming to 
continue working until the end of 
the summer term but this will be 
kept under review due to Covid-
19.  

 

Welcome 
This week we have welcomed Lily-Mae into Y5 Jasper. We wish Lily-Mae and 
her family a happy and successful time at Hammond. 

https://instagram.com/


 

 

   Writer of the Week 
 

In year 6, children have been learning about ‘The Arrival’ by Shaun Taun. This is a wordless book 

about a refugee’s experience of fleeing their country out of desperation. Children have written back 

stories for some of the other characters in the book.  

 

Shanya: My Story 

My name is Shanya Balister. I was twenty years of age when I left my town. It was during a time 

when a new government was declared. The tyrannical leader Tan Chai, who had been elected, led this. 

He had an outrageous demeanour and inhumane beliefs. This made everyone feel frightened and un-

stable. Life under him was an inescapable tunnel, which had no light at the end.  

My most sorrowful memory was seeing the sudden changes in the law. Tan Chai despised people like 

me: Muslims and our beliefs. He deprived us of food and water, forcing us to ration it amongst our-

selves. I could handle this to a point, but this all changed when he banned the Muslim religion com-

pletely. We could no longer practise our religious beliefs and this was terrifying.  

The kind police officers, who had once greeted us with jovial smiles, were now arresting women wearing 

hijabs or head coverings. If you were hurt during the arrest, an ambulance wouldn’t come to help. It 

eventually got to the point that Muslim children were no longer permitted to go to school. The entire 

country had turned against our community. People that once got on were now fighting. 

I’m sitting in an airport’s dull security room, lost in harrowing thoughts. I was wondering how it came 

to this until a man in a grey suit walked in. 

“So Ms Balister, you have no passport, no luggage, no ticket, is that right?” He asked. I spoke into the 

interpreter “Yes? That is correct.” My voice sounded cracked and broken; as if it wasn’t mine at all.  

“You have nothing with you?” continued the man who was sighing deeply. I shook my head slowly. 

“Ms Balister, you are going to have to tell me how you got here. So try to remember!” 

I squeezed my eyes shut tightly. I didn’t want to remember. I didn’t want to relive it again. I didn’t 

want to tell him my story.  

By Millie 

 

 

 

 

https://www.teachinherts.com/ 

Situations Vacant 

If you are interested in applying for either of the positions below, the closing 
date is today (30th April).  Please head over to the Teach in Herts” website 
for more details and/or to apply.  

Breakfast & After School Club Leader 
School Caretaker 
 

Reception, September 
2021 intake 

A reminder to parents and  
carers that the deadline to   
accept your child’s Reception 
place for September 2021/2022 
intake is 30th April 2021.  
Thank you. 

 

 



 

 
 

Year 6 Parents/Carers of children 
moving on to Laureate Academy  
 

Laureate are mindful of the time that students have 

been out of school due to lockdown during the Covid 

19 pandemic.  To avoid any further disruption to    

students learning they have decided to move their 

CAT’s testing date to Saturday 10th July 2021. 

 

They have advised us that they will contact parents 

separately to confirm this.  However, if you have any 

queries we would ask you to contact them direct. 

Thank you. 

 

Jane Hutton 

Admissions Officer/Administration 

Laureate Academy 

 

Tel: 01442 404333 ext 4527 

Litter Picking 
 
After noticing the build up of litter along the Nicky Line, 
Isla from      Reception (accompanied by her  parents), 
spent some of the weekend clearing the rubbish from the 
road up to the school side gate. 
 
What a great 
example to set 
others, Well 
done Isla! 
 

 

 

Congratulations to the following children who were awarded a certificate for their efforts in last Friday’s assembly. 
We are working a week behind so today’s recipients will be announced next week:  

Year 1 

Denee for improving her presentation and handwriting. Keep it up!  

Lauren focus and attention during lessons. Answering questions in class  

Year 2 

Alex for showing courage by participating in lessons and taking a leadership role in science’ 

Emily for concentration and continued effort in all subjects. 

Year 3 
Yug for creating an eerie setting description using ambitious vocabulary to create the atmosphere. Well done! 

Tommy for writing a great setting description including powerful adjectives.  

Marta: excellent responsible attitude to all her learning, especially in key subject areas. she is always most coopera-
tive and helpful student in class. 

Year 4 

Dylan for focusing in class to produce a high standard of work in each lesson and for making good choices out on 
the playground. Well done! 

Esha for her hard work and perseverance in maths this week. 

Year 5 
Emily for writing a convincing argument on whether you should be a Spartan or Athenian.  

Year 6 
Max for his really positive attitude to school life and completing tasks set. Keep it up! 

Kieran for excellent written work in RE. 

Alex W for excellent writing. 

Effort Awards 



 
 

 Hey there! 

Did you know that the number 1, best method for regulating stress is MOVEMENT? 

I know we hear so much about the benefits of exercise and going for a walk, but I don't  

necessarily mean that kind of movement. 

I'm reading a brilliant book at the moment called Burnout (details below) that speaks about stress 
in women (though it can be applied to children and men, too). Research in this book suggests that 
beyond any other  

technique we use for managing stress, moving our bodies is key. 

If you've ever felt butterflies of anxiety, you'll already know that feeling emotions is never just a mental process.  

It is very much physical, too and can have very profound effects on our physical health. 

When we're in a stressful situation (that could be running for our lives from a lion, or having a maths test thrown at us 
at the last minute), our sympathetic nervous system reacts by flooding our bodies with adrenaline to help us survive 
this 'threat'. When this happens, all of our other bodily systems begin to shut down (digestive, hormonal, immune etc) 
so that we can focus all of our efforts on staying alive. 

The thing is, once this threat has passed, and we get to safety (a warm hug in a safe place or the maths test is over 
and it's playtime), a lot of that stress is still inside our bodies. Animals naturally (and literally) 'shake off' this stress, 
but what do we do? We move on, forget about it and try to get on with our day. 

If you're like a lot of people and the thought of going for a run or doing an exercise class fills you with dread, then 
you're in luck. The simplest of movement such as tensing and releasing your muscles as you think about whatever is 
stressing you out, can be enough to relieve the feeling. 

 
So, how does this translate to children? 
 
Unless they are aware of the warning signs that their bodies give them 
before a feeling gets to be 'too much', regular movement will do wonders 
for them to naturally regulate their emotions throughout the day. 
 
This could include: 
 
- kicking a ball against a wall 
- playing piggy in the middle 
- walking to/from school 
- walking around the school (give them a job to take something somewhere) 
- hopscotch 
- dancing 
- shaking and freezing for 30 seconds (great to do before homework or starting the day!) 
- brain gym exercises (see youtube) 
- gardening 
 
It doesn't have to be intense, sweaty or hard work! It just has to involve some form of movement. I find that with chil-
dren, the more fun they're having, the better. They don't even need to know why they're doing the movement if you 
haven't got time for that lesson, just get them into the habit of moving more. 
 
Have a wonderful day! 
 
Love Charlotte x  

Staggered Drop off/Pick up 
Our staggered times and one-way system are still very much in operation.  Entry to the school should be made 
through the main front entrance gate, which automatically locks at 9am.  However, we are noticing that a number of 
parents and children arriving after this time, deeming them late.  We would therefore like to remind you of the      
following:  

Start of day arrangements  

Children should arrive according 

to the first letter of their surname:  

A - D: 8.40 – 8.45  
E - K: 8.45 – 8.50  
L - P: 8.50 – 8.55  
Q - Z: 8.55 – 9.00 

End of day arrangements  

Monday—Thursday Friday    Nursery 

A - D: 3.10 – 3.15  A - D: 1.00 – 1.05   A – K: 11.45 – 11.50  
E - K: 3.15 – 3.20  E - K: 1.05 – 1.10   L – Z: 11.50 – 11.55  
L - P: 3.20 – 3.25  L - P: 1.10 – 1.15  
Q - Z: 3.25 – 3.30  Q - Z: 1.15 – 1.20  

 


