
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We have had another lovely week at Hammond Academy! I have been work-
ing a lot with our Year 3 children and have enjoyed every minute: getting to 
know them really well and helping them with their descriptive pieces of writing. 
Last week, the children were all really excited to find a note left for them by a 
mysterious creature who was writing to inform them of a miniature door in one 
of the trees in our forest school area. We all went over to find, not only a little 
door but a small handmade ladder leading up to it! Who knew our forest school 
area was magical?! The children were all buzzing about what they had found 
and had some excellent and rather imaginative ideas on how it came to be 
there! I look forward to reading their setting descriptions of our enchanted for-
est! Perhaps we will put some in next week’s newsletter for you to read. 

It has also been great having our clubs start back too – the children (and staff 
who run the clubs!) have been counting down the months/weeks/days to when 
they could start again and the time has finally arrived; it feels like we’re getting 
back to some sort of “normal”. Teachers are also working hard on organising 
some trips for our children in the Summer term; we can’t wait to take them all 
to somewhere exciting! It’s also lovely having our fury friends back at Hammond 
– our 2 guinea pigs back in Reception. They had been staying with our Early 
Years Leader over the lockdown period so it’s good having them back again. 
They too are also getting used to being sociable again! 

 I hope you all have a wonderful weekend – let’s hope the sun stays out for us! 

Kind regards, 

Miss Graham 
Deputy Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 
 

27th April Link Family Support  
                 Surgery (book through the  
                 office)  
 
30th April Deadline for accepting 
    Reception places for Sept  
    2021 
 
3rd May Bank Holiday (School         
               Closed) 
 
10th May Reception Screening 
 
31st May—4th June Half Term  
                                (School Closed) 
 
14th June—Year 6 Trip to Thorpe  
      Park 
 
1st July Year 6 Astley Cooper               
           Transition Day 
 
8th July Year 6 Transition Day 

21st July Last day of Summer term 

22nd July Occasional Day (School  
                 Closed) 

Newsletter 

Hammond Academy  

Parent Forum 

Thank you to Lisa Millar (Y1 Sunstone) and Amie Churchman (Y2 Pearl) for vol-
unteering to be the Parent Forum Reps for those two classes. 

The only classes without reps are nursery, Y3 Emerald, Y4 Moonstone, Y5 Citrine, 
Y6 Tiger’s Eye and Y6 Jet. It is understandable that nobody has stepped forward 
for nursery and the Y6 classes as those classes only have the rest of this term at 
Hammond. However, we need reps for Emerald, Moonstone and Citrine so we 
can include parents from those classes in Parent Forum communication. To 
check what’s involved, see the minutes of the first meeting (https://
hammondacademy.org.uk/parents/parent-forum/) or contact Miss Anderson. 

School Uniform  
- reminder about shoes 
 
While we were waiting for the 
reopening of non-essential shops, 
children had permission to wear 
trainers to school if they had out-
grown their school shoes. Shops 
are now open, therefore all chil-
dren should be wearing shoes to 
school.  Thank you for your co-
operation. 

Miss Anderson 

Curriculum Overviews 
Curriculum overviews outlining what the children will be taught this term are available on our website:  

https://hammondacademy.org.uk/curriculum-letters-to-parents/ 

https://instagram.com/
https://hammondacademy.org.uk/parents/parent-forum/
https://hammondacademy.org.uk/parents/parent-forum/
https://hammondacademy.org.uk/curriculum-letters-to-parents/


 

 

 

 

 

Shelley Bright will be holding a telephone surgery on the morning of Tuesday 27th April, availability is limited.  If you 
would like to arrange an appointment please contact the school office. 
 
The types of things she can help with are: 
– Changing Schools (transition phase) – Bullying – Managing challenging behaviour – Temperamental teenagers –      
   Helping with my child’s learning 
– Loss or bereavement – Financial concerns – Housing concerns – Family breakdowns – Internet safety – Issues    
   with smoking, drugs and alcohol 
– Being in an abusive relationship – Support for families with children with additional needs – Parenting Strategies  
   & Legal Advice 
 
Confident Children Workshop: 
Apologies we seemed to have some technical difficulties and not all parents were able to access the session on 
Wednesday with Shelley Bright.  We will therefore re-schedule for next Wednesday 28th April. 
If you are interested in attending, again please contact the school office to book a place.   
Thank you. 
 

Pastoral Support 

Hello, my name is Mrs Young and I am the new Pasto-
ral Support Worker at Hammond Academy.  I have 
had a lovely first couple of weeks, the children have all 
been very welcoming and helped me to settle in.  I have 
worked in Hertfordshire schools for about 12 years with 
experience in both primary and secondary, as well as 
providing outreach support to schools and supporting 
parents.  I am looking forward to meeting more of the 
children and parents over this term.  I am here to sup-
port with things like, home routines, managing behav-
iour, friendship difficulties, anxiety and wellbeing, as 
well as having details on local courses which may inter-
est you.  If you need to contact me I am available ei-
ther via the school office or via  

wellbeing@hammondacademy.org.uk  

Reception, September 2021 intake 
Last Friday was allocation day for Reception intake 
for September 2021/2022.  If this applies to you, 
please ensure you respond to your offer by the deadline 
date of 30th April 2021.  

Thank you. 

 

Year 6 Parents/Carers 
 
As you are now aware, unfortunately Butlins cancelled 
the Year 6 residential trip.  The Admin team are work-
ing hard to ensure that refunds are issued to parents 
as soon as possible, so please bear with us. 
 
We have secured a day trip to Thorpe Park for the 
children, which will take place on 14th June.   
 
We will contact you regarding payment of this trip 
and other leavers activities in due course. 
 

School Dinners 
A reminder that School dinners must be paid for in   
advance. 

Can we please ask parents to log into School gateway 
regularly to check their child’s dinner account is in   
credit and top up where necessary. 

Thank you in advance for your co-operation. 

 
 
 

Aspire News 
 

Miss Rayment helped deliver an online course on 
'Relationships and Managing Pupil Behaviour' to 
teaching assistants from all Aspire schools. It was the 
first of two sessions and focussed on supporting staff 
with building effective relationships and developing 
their behaviour management skills.  

 

Well done Miss Rayment! 
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Keeping your child safe online 
 

We frequently hear children talking about apps and 
social media platforms which they should not be ac-
cessing at such a young age. 

Did you know that Tik Tok has an age rating of 
13?  Please make sure that your child is using phones, 
devices and gaming consoles in a safe age-appropriate 
way. 

 

If you want to check the description and ratings of the 
most popular online resources:  
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/ 

 

 

Apps, games and social media 
sites reviews for parents 

Further help and support. If you're a child or 

young person and want to talk, contact 

Childline online or call 0800 1111. Anyone 

who's worried about online grooming or 

sexual behaviour online can contact CEOP. 

If you discover any criminal content when 

you're online you should report it to the 

Internet Watch Foundation. Cookie Settings 

www.net-aware.org.uk 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/
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 Inclusion Poems 

Well done to our children for the brilliant inclusion poems that were written for our Red Nose Day and World Down 
Syndrome Day poem competition. Miss Salter thoroughly enjoyed reading through all of them. 

Congratulations to our KS1 winner Maira, our LKS2 winner Lexi, and our KS2 winner Ansh. 

Situations Vacant 

We are currently advertising for the following positions:  

Breakfast & After School Club Leader—closing date 30th April 
Catering Assistant—closing date 26th April 
School Caretaker—closing date 30th April 
 
If you are interested in applying or would like further information please head over to  the “Teach in Herts” website for 
more details. (https://www.teachinherts.com/)  

 


