
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

I hope this newsletter finds you all well. Firstly,  I wanted to say a great big 
thank you for sponsoring your child last Friday in our "breaking the rules" day (I 
never thought I would be writing that in the newsletter!) We raised over £500 
which is a fantastic amount. On Monday all of our children will be bringing 
home a tube of Smarties for our Hammond Smarty challenge. Please do contin-
ue to support the school in giving your child a 20 pence piece every time your 
child has helped you over the half term holidays. This could be from doing some 
hoovering; cleaning their rooms or helping you put the shopping away. All of the 
money raised will be going towards new Chrome Books for our children. 

This week we were visited by Helen Jones, a school improvement advisor. We 
asked her to do a "deep dive" into writing across the school so that she could see 
the impact of the changes that we have made to the planning and teaching of 
English. She was really impressed with what she saw: children were not only en-
gaged with their learning and were able to produce and edit some excellent 
pieces of writing, but the way in which writing was modelled across the school 
was consistently to a high standard. It is obvious from looking in the children's 
books how far the children have come in terms of progress and considering that 
we have had 2 lockdowns this year, just shows how resilient our children can be. 
Helen has given us some pointers on what to work on next (adapting resources 
for those children who may struggle to get started with their writing and to en-
sure that children are using previous learning to help them with their current 
work) which we will now be focusing on in upcoming staff meetings.  

I've also been in some classes this week and spoken to the children about what 
they have been learning. We have Year one children learning all about the 
Earth - many of them can now identify where different countries, seas and/or 
oceans are across the globe. I was quite impressed by this! I have also been very 
impressed with how our Year 2 and 6 children have taken "assessment week" in 
their stride. We have been assessing the children in English and Maths in these 
year groups, this week to get a good understanding of what they can do inde-
pendently. This will then help us plan accordingly. Although we have had a very 
turbulent year, it is still very clear how much progress the children have made.  

Our children are a credit to us all! 

I hope you all have a wonderful weekend. 

Kind regards, 

Miss Graham 
Deputy Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

24th May - FOH Smartie Challenge  
 
25th May - Link Family Services  
                     Surgery with Shelley Bright  
 
HALF TERM - SCHOOL CLOSED 31st 
MAY - 4th JUNE  
 
111th June— Deadline to return Smartie 
                       Challenge tubes. 
 
12th June - Laureate Interview day for   
                     Year 6's moving up  
 
14th June - Year 6 Thorpe Park trip 
 
17th June - Year 2 Ruislip Lido trip 
 
21st - 25th June - Year 6 Business  
                                 Enterprise Week  
 
28th June - EYFS Sports Day (AM)  
29th June - KS1 Sports Day (AM)  
29th June - KS2 Sports Day (PM)  
29th June - Y1-6 Races (2.30-3.30pm)  
 
1st July - The Astley Cooper School  
transition for Year 6's moving up  
 
1st July & 2nd July - Longdean  
transition day for Year 6's moving up  
 
1st July - Year 4 Paradise Wildlife Park  
                  trip  
 
6th July  - Year 1 Mountfitchet Castle  
                    trip  
 
8th July - Year 5 Legoland trip  
 
8th July  - Secondary transition day  
 
9th July –Hammond moving up day! 
 
12th July - AM - EYFS reserve date for  
                     Sports day  
13th July - AM - KS1 reserve date  
                    for Sports day   
13th July - PM - KS2 reserve date for  
                    Sports day  
13th July - PM - 2.30-3.30 Y1-6 Races  
                    reserve date   
 
13th July  - Nursery  open  day  
      (11.30-12.00)  
 
14th July - Reception Whipsnade Zoo  
                     trip 
 
15th July - Year 3 Whipsnade Zoo trip 
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Aspire News 
This week Aspire hosted our cross-trust Business Officers meeting, which we have 
every half-term. It is a brilliant opportunity for members of the Central Services 
Team and Business Officers from all schools to come together to network, sup-
port each other, share best practice and discuss new ideas and initiatives to help 
give our children the best opportunities. All schools also took part in a 
training session for a new recruitment management system, which 
includes an online application process making it easier for potential 
new staff. 

https://instagram.com/


 

 

Congratulations to all our "effort award" recipients for week ending 14th May 2021: 
 
Year 1  
Aarushi was a perfect learning partner encouraging and supporting. 
Freddie W for producing his own independent poetry work. 
 
Year 2  
Trisha for persevering and improving her written work and including extra features. 
Ella for always trying her best in all aspects of her learning and being a great role model to the rest of the class. 

 
Year 3 
Lexi for persevering with fractions of shapes and amounts and always working hard. 
Amirah for persevering with all her work. 
 
Year 4 
Sadie-Mae for having a positive attitude to her learning and showing sustained writing. 
Jacob for working hard in maths with his fractions. 
  
Year 5 
Abbas for always taking pride in his work and explaining his work clearly.  

 
Year 6 
Jayden K for his passion for reading. Great independent and whole-class reading as well as an excellent               
understanding of the texts shown. 
 
Krishna for her maths work on fractions and percentages. 
 
Louis for excellent writing and really caring about the quality of his work. 
 
Alex for a really good piece of writing. 
 

 

Year 3 
 In year 3 we have been working hard on  
 creating an atmosphere for our setting       
 descriptions. Sofia carefully chose her        
 vocabulary to help form an eerie picture 
 in the readers mind.  

Effort Awards 



 
 

 Live Author Event 

On Wednesday 26th May at 11am we are delighted to be joining 
the internationally best-selling and award-winning children’s 
author, Cressida Cowell, for a live-streamed event to speak 
about her work as a writer and her latest book, The Wizards of 
Once: Never and Forever.  This is a fantastic opportunity for the 
children to hear one of the world’s top children’s authors – we’re 
excited!   

Copies of The Wizards of Once: Never and Forever with 
signed bookplates are available at £7.99 
  
If you’ve missed out so far and you want to catch up on 
the story of The Wizards of Once, the whole series is 
available at an amazing discount - £28 (rrp £31.96) 
  
Alternatively, copies of any of the previous books in 
The Wizards of Once series or How to Train Your Dragon 
series are available individually. 
  
If you would like to buy any of Cressida’s books as described 
above, click on the link below to order: 
https://chilternbookshops.co.uk/product-category/cressida-
cowell-event/ 
  
  
IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
  
AS YOU GO THROUGH CHECKOUT 
YOU WILL BE GIVEN THE OPTION TO 
HAVE YOUR BOOK(S) DELIVERED DIRECT TO THE 
SCHOOL FOR FREE.  PLEASE IGNORE ALL OTHER 
SHIPPING OPTIONS AND STATE YOUR CHILD’S NAME 
AND CLASS IN THE ‘DETAILS REQUIRED FOR SCHOOL 
EVENTS’ BOX AS THIS WILL ENSURE YOUR CHILD GETS 
THEIR BOOK PROMPTLY. 

The school day from September 
Providing there are no Covid-19 restrictions in place, the 
proposed times of the school day from September will be 
as follows: 

8.45am - 8.55am: instead of lining up in the playground, 
children should arrive between these times and go 
straight into their classroom. 

9.00: registration completed and first lesson will begin  

3.15pm: home 

We feel having a 'soft start' between 8.45am - 8.55am will 
enable teachers to continue to greet each child personally 
as they have done while we've had staggered starts due 

Breakfast & Afterschool Club 

With our breakfast and afterschool clubs often at full     
capacity now.  It is important to remember to book a 
place for your child in advance.  Particularly if this is need-
ed due to your work commitments.  Please So if you re-
quire a place for your child please ensure you book in ad-
vance (and certainly by the deadline of 2pm, the day be-
fore the date required).   

 
 
 
 

We are in receipt of the Smarties from Friends of 
Hammond, which will be sent home with the children 
on Monday. 
  
We would ask that you keep the empty tube          
afterwards and get the children to fill this tube with as 
many 20p pieces as they can.  They could earn each 
20p piece for doing something helpful around the 
house (help cook dinner; help with the hoovering; tidy-
ing their bedrooms etc).   
 
This should be a "win win" for everyone: raising money 
for a good cause as well as getting your chores done at 
the same time!   

Hammond Academy LIVE Q&A  
session - Physics, Astronomy and 

Maths (University of Hertfordshire) 
This term, students in year 6 have been learning about 
Stephen Hawking's’ theory on Black Holes and as part 
of their learning, they came up with questions in rela-
tion to the work they completed on this topic. To help 
get some answers, students took part in a live Q&A 
with Academics from the University of Hertfordshire 
on Monday.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

A black hole is a region of space time 
where gravity is so strong that nothing—
no particles or even electromagnetic   
radiation such as light—can escape from 
it. 

Here are some of the questions we asked: 

 Which is the closest black hole to Earth? 
 How many black holes are there? 
 How do you know a black hole exists? 
 How much mass can a black hole absorb? 
 What does light years mean? 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mrs. Hiles 
Year 6 Teacher, English Lead and Primary lead  
Practitioner 

https://chilternbookshops.co.uk/product-category/cressida-cowell-event/
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Link Family Support 
 

Our next surgery with Shelly Bright is on Tuesday 25th 
May.   
 
We have a couple of time slots left, so if you feel you 
would benefit from a confidential telephone meeting 
with her.  Please book an appointment through the 
office on 01442 404020.  

The school day from September 
Providing there are no Covid-19 restrictions in place, the 
proposed times of the school day from September will be 
as follows: 

8.45am - 8.55am: instead of lining up in the playground, 
children should arrive between these times and go straight 
into their classroom. 

9.00: registration completed and first lesson will begin  

3.15pm: home 

We feel having a 'soft start' between 8.45am - 8.55am will 
enable teachers to continue to greet each child personally 
as they have done while we've had staggered starts due 
to Covid-19. This gives a much more settled start to the 
day than when the children were lining up in the play-
ground. 

These arrangements will be discussed at the Parent Forum 
meeting next week. 


