
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Well done! For those of you who have been at home with your children since the 
beginning of January, you have made it to the end of remote learning. If I could 
present you all with one of our Friday assembly certificates, I would. 

Everyone at school is very excited about welcoming all children back to school 
next week. I hope you have found the time to go through the letter you re-
ceived from me earlier this week with your child to help them understand that 
school will be very much the same as it was before the Christmas holidays. If you 
haven’t, please try to do it during the weekend so that your child does not worry 
unnecessarily about next week. At our weekly virtual staff meeting on Wednes-
day, class teachers and I discussed what the next few weeks will look like in 
school. Next week, there will be longer playtimes so the children can spend time 
chatting and playing with their friends, as well as time for them to talk with 
their teachers and teaching assistants about the positives and negatives of lock-
down (whether they’ve been attending school or learning from home) and to 
mention any worries they might have about everyone being in school again. 
Over the next few weeks, teachers will focus on revising basic skills such as hand-
writing and presentation, punctuation, multiplication tables and other essential 
aspects of the maths curriculum just to make sure the children are comfortable 
with what has been taught this term. They will also continue with the topics that 
have been started this half term. Our experience of children returning to school 
after lockdown one, was that they very quickly began to catch-up to where 
they were before the start of the lockdown and to make good progress in the 
new aspects of the curriculum that were being taught – I am sure the same will 
happen this time too.  

On a completely different topic, next week I will be contacting all those parents 
who expressed an interest in being on the Parent Forum I am setting up. I am 
still looking for reps to come forward for Y2 Jade, Y2 Pearl, Y3 Diamond, Y4 
Moonstone and Y5 Citrine. If you are a parent of a child in one of those classes 
and you would be happy to attend the initial meeting to find out what’s in-
volved, please email admin@hammondacademy.org.uk with the name of the 
class you are interested in representing. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

I look forward to seeing you all next week. 

Eileen Anderson 
Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 
 

8th Mar Nursery Places Offered 
 
8th-12th Mar Science Week 
 
8th Mar Booking system opens at 

10am for Parent Consulta-
tions  

 
16th Mar Booking system closes at 

7pm for Parent Consulta-
tions. 

 
22nd Mar  Parent Consultations (Y5 

Jasper only) 4pm-6.30pm 
 
23rd Mar   Parent Consultations 

5pm-7.30pm (Whole 
School, except Nursery) 

 
25th Mar   Parent Consultations 

(Whole school, except Y5 
Jasper) 4pm—6.30pm 

 
29th Mar—9th Apr Easter Holiday 
 
12th Apr INSET DAY  

21st Apr Raising Confident Children    
              workshop, (please book a         
              place with the office) 
 
3rd May Bank Holiday (School         
               Closed) 
 
31st May—4th June Half Term  
                                (School Closed) 
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Milk deliveries are set to resume again next week (8th March) in line with the full 
re-opening of schools. 

If your child is registered with Cool Milk, he or she will receive their milk as of 
Monday 8th March.  If your child is over 5 years old and you pay for their milk, 
you may want to check their account to ensure it is up to date.   

If your child is not registered and you would like them to receive milk at snack 

time, please go to www.coolmilk.com to register. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Please ensure the office have 
been notified of any changes to 
your contact details which may 
of occurred during lockdown.   

This includes: 

 Mobile Number 

 Home Address 

 Email 

Thank you in advance for your 
co-operation. 

The Admin Team 

LOAN CHROME BOOKS & POWER SUPPLY  If you loaned a device from 

school for your child’s remote learning, can we please ask that this is returned on 
Monday 8th March to your child ’s class. Thank you. 

mailto:admin@hammondacademy.org.uk
https://instagram.com/


 

Parents and Carers of Year 6 Children 

You will have received your child’s secondary school 
offer on 1st March. 

15th March 2021 is the deadline to accept or decline 
your offer.  If you do not accept or decline, your child’s 
place may be offered to someone else. Hertfordshire 
County Council will then offer you a place at the nearest 
school that still has places. 

Hertfordshire County Council advise you to accept the 
place offered so your child definitely has a school in Sep-
tember. This does not affect your chances of getting a 
school you prefer later, either through the continuing 
interest process, or through a school place appeal.   

Message from Miss Anderson: 
National offer day is a day of mixed emotions - many of 
you will be delighted because your child has been of-
fered a place at their preferred school but some of you 
will be very disappointed because your child has not. If 
you are one of the disappointed parents and would like 
to discuss your options, please do phone me. Please do 
not reject the offer you have received - accept it, know-
ing there is a strong possibility of receiving different of-
fers as a result of your child being on the continuing in-
terest lists for their preferred schools. 

Masked Reader 
Well done to everyone who took part in the masked reader on Wednesday. It was 
really tough to work out which teacher it was behind the mask or filter. The aver-
age score was an impressive 8 out of 14. Only five children managed to guess every 
teacher correctly - well done to:  Olivia (Quartz), Abbas (Quartz), Luca (Jasper), 
David (Citrine) and Bradley (Emerald) 

Hopefully you were inspired to look up and read some of the teachers    favourite 
books.  

Can you guess who’s behind the mask?  You can still take part in the quiz,  go to! 

https://hammondacademy.org.uk/world-book-day/ 

 

REMINDER  

No School Crossing Patrol 

Please note we do not currently have a School Crossing 
Patrol person operating outside the school on Cambrian 
Way.  

We would therefore like to remind parents and carers 
that it is your responsibility to ensure your child gets to 
and from school safely.  You may wish to remind your 
children about the dangers of crossing the road, particu-
larly if they are walking alone without supervision. 

Wednesday 21st April 2021 (time TBC) 

To book a place on the  

workshop below, please 

contact the office on 

01442 404020 

Aspire News 

Miss Anderson attended the weekly 
catch-up meeting with the other princi-
pals and members of Aspire’s central 
team where the principals shared their 
plans for the reopening of school. 

https://hammondacademy.org.uk/world-book-day/


 
 

 Year 1 
As part of world book week, David 
Walliams made an appearance in 
Year 1 class and to read a story to 
the children.   

We have also 
been reading 
different stories 
including stories 
about dragons. 
The children 
have created 
their own dragon 
eggs! 

Year 2  
We have been enjoying our craft this week with Mrs Humphrey. We have made some ladybirds and dragons with 
toilet rolls, plus 2 different types of rainbows and some masks with lovely designs. 



 
 

 Help for Children Returning 
We are all looking forward to welcoming all 
the children back into school next week.  We 
are aware that some will find the transition a 

little challenging and the classroom staff are available to 
support everyone to settle back in.  If there are any indi-
vidual concerns that we need to be aware of to help your 
child during the first few days, please send a message via: 

wellbeing@hammondacademy.org.ukThen a mem-
ber of the pastoral team will liaise with the class teacher 
to ensure that your child receives what they need.    

Mrs Bloomfield 

 

World Book Day Celebrations! 

Times Table Rockstars! 
Well done to all the children below 
who have been regularly keeping 
their skills sharp over the last two 
weeks by answering over 1000 ques-
tions correctly! 

Lexi, Jeremy, Oscar, Amarachukwu, Rafael, Olivia, 
Narissara, Alesha, Natalia, Drisha, Sophie, Victoria-Jay, 
Leah, Ingrid, Cleopatra, William, Maria, Emily, Iris, Krit-
tamet, Abbas, Sasha, Samuel, Leo, Sadie-Mae, Bro-
die ,Sophia, Siem, Teodora, Jayden, Reagan, Amelia, 
Oliver, Bianca, Brooke, Trivian, James Dean, Bayley, 
Harry, Caitlan, Chukwudalu, Corey and Amelia. 

Parent Consultations 

We sent an email yesterday regarding Parent consultations which will take place as follows: 

22nd Mar  Parent Consultations (Year 5 Jasper only) 4pm –6.30pm 
23rd Mar   Parent Consultations 5pm-7.30pm (Whole School) 
25th Mar   Parent Consultations (Whole school, except Year 5 Jasper) 4pm—6.30pm 

 
The booking system will open at 10am on Monday 8th March and close at 7pm on Wednesday 16th March. 

mailto:wellbeing@hammondacademy.org.uk


 

A few reminders about next week 

All adults should wear a face covering when on site. Please make sure this message is communicated to child mind-

ers and anyone else dropping off and collecting your children. 

Start of day arrangements 

Children should arrive as follows, according to the first letter of their surname: 

A - D: 8.40 – 8.45 

E - K: 8.45 – 8.50 

L - P: 8.50 – 8.55 

Q - Z: 8.55 – 9.00  

Nursery children with an older sibling should arrive at the same time as their sibling. Nursery children who do not 
have an older sibling should arrive at 8.55am. 

Only one parent/adult should bring the child/ren to school as this will reduce the number of adults on site. 

During the autumn term, despite frequent requests, many parents arrived at school before the gates opened, 
forming a queue along Cambrian Way. PLEASE DO NOT DO THIS. It makes it impossible for members of the 
public to maintain 2m distancing when they are walking along Cambrian Way. 

Also, many parents were arriving at the wrong time. This was mainly with children with surnames beginning 
with L – P or Q – Z arriving too early. PLEASE DO NOT DO THIS. It means there are too many people on site 
and it makes it impossible to maintain 2m distancing. 

End of day arrangements 

Arrangements are the same as they were in the autumn term. Older children who have permission to go home with-
out an adult will be dismissed according to first letter of their surname as with every other child unless their parents 
contact us to make alternative arrangements where friends walk home together. 

 

Please collect your child/ren from their classroom door and leave promptly to prevent groups of adults and children 
gathering.  

Year 3 parents: if you arrive too early or stand around talking to other parents by the Y3 classrooms, you 
make it impossible for other parents to maintain 2m distancing as they move through the site. Please arrive 
at the correct time and leave straight away. 

The outdoor play equipment is allocated to specific bubbles of children each week. This is to prevent the risk of the 
virus spreading between bubbles of children. Parents, please do not allow your children to play on any of the outdoor 
equipment before and after school. 

 
What should my child bring to school? 

 Children should bring coats, PE kits (nursery and reception, see next bullet point) and book bags as they usu-
ally  

 would. PE kits must be brought to school next Monday as PE lessons resume next week. 

 Nursery children should come to school wearing their PE kit on Mondays and Tuesdays. They need water-
proofs for  

 forest school on Wednesdays. 

 Reception children should come to school wearing their PE kit on Mondays and Fridays. They need water-
proofs and  

 wellies on Mondays.  

 A box of tissues with their name clearly written on the box. This will be for their own personal use. 

 If you would like your child to have their own hand sanitiser, that is fine. It will be for their own personal use and 
must not be brought to and from home and school each day. Nursery and Reception children must not bring 
sanitiser as they are not able to manage this independently. 

 Packed lunch if they are not having a school meal. Packed lunches can be brought in disposable wrapping or 
children can bring a lunchbox or bag.  

 A mid-morning snack of fruit or veg for children in Y3 – Y6.  

 A water bottle. Your child will take their water bottle home each day. Please clean it thoroughly and make sure 
it is filled with fresh water each morning. 

Monday to Thursday: 

A - D: 3.10 – 3.15 

E - K: 3.15 – 3.20 

L - P: 3.20 – 3.25 

Q - Z: 3.25 – 3.30 

Friday 

A - D: 1.00 – 1.05 

E - K: 1.05 – 1.10 

L - P: 1.10 – 1.15 

Q - Z: 1.15 – 1.20 

Nursery 

A – K: 11.45 – 11.50 

L – Z: 11.50 – 11.55 


