
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope this week's newsletter finds you well.  

We're finally in February! Yay! After what has seemed like an incredibly long 
month, it's nice to know that we're one month closer to Spring and one step 
closer towards some sort of "normality". Well done to all of you for keeping 
your children engaged and motivated to learn at home - I know it can be 
really tough at times, but you're doing a great job. Remember, if you feel as 
their parent, that they need some time out from completing their work to 
play, have fun and to relax, that is absolutely fine, but please do let their 
teacher know as we do have a duty of care to monitor who is regularly sub-
mitting their work.  

The Chrome books have arrived and are ready for collection! Since Monday, 
the office staff have been phoning all of those parents who have put their 
child's name down on the waiting list, inviting them in to collect a device 
from 10 - 2 Monday - Thursday and from 10 - 1 on a Friday. It's great that so 
many of you have already been in to collect them. We still have a few here 
waiting for collection though so if you no longer require a Chrome book, can 
you please let us know so that we can offer it to another family. Thank you. 
If you need support in navigating your way around Google Classroom and/
or how to submit work online then please refer to our School's website 
(https://hammondacademy.org.uk/google-classroom/) where you will find a 
couple of simple and short videos explaining these things. Many of our par-
ents have watched these videos and have found them to be very useful. 

On a lovely note, this week we found out that not only do we have a small 
family of foxes living under our nursery building, but we may also have a 
badger co-habituating this space. I didn't realise that foxes and badgers are 
happy to live side by side, but apparently they are! We are also pretty sure 
that the badger is expecting some cubs, which would make sense seeing as 
most badger cubs are normally born this time of year - how lovely! Not that 
we'll ever see them as they are nocturnal! They don't pose a threat to our 
children but I just thought that was a lovely story to share with you! 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend,  

 

Miss Graham 
Deputy Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

 
9th Feb Family Support Worker 

Surgery 
 
15th—19th Feb HALF TERM 
 
22nd Feb INSET DAY 
 
23rd Feb Raising Confident Chil-

dren Workshop (6—
7.30pm) 

 
26th Feb Deadline for applications 
                for Nursery places for Sept 
                2021 

Newsletter 

Hammond Academy  

Screen Free  

Wednesday 
We have had good 
feedback about our Wednesday 
provision and are adapting it 
further from next week so that 
there will be less learning in front 
of a screen. For each lesson on a 
Wednesday, teachers will pro-
vide a grid of options so the chil-
dren can choose the activity they 
prefer to do. The options will be 
based around themes such as 
PE/fitness, mindfulness, art/
creative activities, writing (on 
paper with a pen or pencil, not 
typing on screen), reading, activ-
ities that can be done together 
with siblings or parents. Teachers 
have got lots of good ideas and 
we hope the children will enjoy 
them. Update on the proposal to change the school day  

A note from Miss Anderson 

You may remember me informing you at the end of last term that the Gov-
ernors were in favour of the proposal to change the school day to five full 
days, instead of finishing at lunchtime on Fridays, and that the final decision 
would be made by the Trustees at Aspire Academies Trust. The Trustees met 
last week and have agreed to the proposal. This means that from September 
2021 (not after the Easter holidays as was originally planned), Hammond will 
return to the traditional school week of five full days Monday - Friday. Deci-
sions about the exact timings of the day will be made soon and will be com-
municated to you in plenty of time for parents who need to make childcare 
or work arrangements. 

Exercise Books 
Please remember that if you 
require an       exercise book for 
your child’s home learning, these 
are available from the staff en-
trance. Please call into school 
between 9.15 – 11.30 or 1.30 – 
2.30, buzz at the 
gate and say you 
have come to collect 
an exercise book.  

https://hammondacademy.org.uk/google-classroom/
https://instagram.com/


 
 

 

French Resources 
 

Please note that the password for Linguascope 
has changed.  The new details are: 

Linguascope.com 

Username: hammond 

Password: teachme  
 

Nursery 
The children in Nursery explore the outdoor areas everyday. 
They particularly enjoy the mud kitchen which provide many 
learning opportunities.  Please provide your child with extra 
sets of spare clothes- 3 pairs of leggings/trousers, underwear, 
long sleeve tops to be kept at nursery. All items need to be 
named so they can be returned if misplaced. Children’s water 
bottles stay in nursery. We will wash them at the end of the 
day and refill them in the morning.  
Thank you for your continued support. 

The Nursery team 

 

Year 1 

This week in Topic the children have had the challenge of creating 
their first ever poster for their own researched Castle. They have all 
of this week and next week to complete but we are already starting 
to see some amazing researchers:  

 
 
 

Year 2 
We have been looking at fire safety as part of 
our topic for The Great fire of London this 
week in Year 2.  Here is a poster and role play.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look what year2 have been doing in 
craft with Mrs Humphrey this week. 
We decorated wooden pegs to keep 
our shoes and boots together and we 
made bookmarks to use when we 
read. I hope you find them useful. 

 
The children in year 1 have been working hard. 
Here are some of the children enjoying Maths and Science.  



 

Hemel Hempstead Library is open for Ready Reads  
 

Join (your child) to the library now – It’s Free 
It’s easy you can  join online when you visit Hertfordshire Libraries  website 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives 

 

You will receive a temporary membership number which can be used to access the  online eBook and 
eAudio library BorrowBox, Library membership will enable your family to take full advantage of 
Ready Reads – We select you collect. All you need to do is fill out the online form with details of the 
type of books required and collect. 

For further details visit https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/other-library-
services/ready-reads.aspx  

If you are unable to access online services, please phone   0300 123 4049 and a member of the library ser-
vice team will be able to help you fill out the form. 

Hemel Library has a fantastic range of new books on offer to support reading for pleasure, home school-
ing and your child’s wellbeing, all for free! 

http://www.beezeebodies.com/ 

Have you considered our Nursery at Hammond Academy? 
Children born between 1st September 2017 to 31st August 2018, will be eligible for a place at our nursery from Sep-
tember 2021.  At Hammond we offer a morning session only, equating to 15 hours per week (Monday to Friday, 
term time only).  If you do require 30 hours per week, we are happy to work with other providers, if necessary e.g. 
child minders.   
  
We are currently accepting applications.  To apply and for further information please visit our website.  Under the 
admission tab you will be able to print an application form and view our Nursery Admissions Arrangement docu-
ment for 2021/22 intake.   
  
Unfortunately, due to lockdown restrictions, we are unable to undertake nursery tours.  However, should you have 
a question or require more details, please do not hesitate to contact the school office on 01442 404020.  We are 
happy to help or direct you to a member of the Early Years team.     
  
The deadline to apply is Friday 26th February 2021.  If necessary, to accommodate all, we are prepared to extend 
the deadline during these uncertain times.    
 
Thank you and stay safe.   

Need some help explaining current 
events with your child?  

https://booksbeyondwords.co.uk/  

 

This website provides access to online picture 
books explaining events around the coronavirus 
and school closures. 

Take a look if you think they might be helpful 
for sharing and discussing things with your child 
at this difficult time. 

 

Debbie Bloomfield 

SENDCO 

Hammond Academy 

https://herts.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/OPAC/JOIN?HOMEPRMS=GENPARAMS
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives
http://bit.ly/HertsBorrowBoxHome
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/other-library-services/ready-reads.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/other-library-services/ready-reads.aspx
https://booksbeyondwords.co.uk/


 

Year 3 

 

 

 

Monday 8th February -  Friday 12th February is the annual Hertfordshire  
Feel Good Week. 

We know that at this time it can be particularly difficult to feel 
good but please try and make sure you get some time to help 
yourself and your family focus on things that make you 
all happy as well as things that help you stay calm or unwind.   

Are you managing to keep active?   

Are you having a balanced diet with a variety of fruit and         
vegetables? 

Are you getting enough sleep? 

During the week your child will be encouraged to keep a diary 
of their well-being including their emotions, activity levels and 
meeting targets. 

Remember Charlotte from the Happy Human Project has her 
weekly session which you can use at anytime during the week. 

Also in this newsletter is the link to the BeeZee bodies website 
for support with healthy eating and fitness. 

Class teachers will be sending regular links and suggestions 
throughout the week of other ideas and resources for you to 
access. 

Also attached is "A Parents guide to creative expression of 
emotion at home;"  by Thrive - who work with  

staff on supporting pupils emotional and social development. 

We wish all our families all the best for the week ahead as we 
prepare for a well deserved half-term break for all. 

If you are struggling with any of the above and would like some 
guidance on how to access support, then please send a message 
to The Pastoral Team: wellbeing@hammondacademy.org.uk   

Keep safe, take care. 

In Art, Year 3 have been exploring cartoon drawings. They really enjoyed creating their own tasty cheeseburgers! 

mailto:wellbeing@hammondacademy.org.uk


 

 

Year 6 

In art, the Year 6 children have been creating drawings that give a 
sense of perspective. 

 

 

Eye Health 
While we are all spending more time looking at a screen 
during this period of remote working and learning, it is 
important now more than ever that we look after our 
eye health. The 20-20-20 rule is a good one to follow. 
For every 20 minutes you spend looking at the screen, 
look away at a distance of 20 feet (6 metres) or more 
for at least 20 seconds. This could be the time to take a 
quick walk around the garden, look out of the window 
or anything that does not involve looking at a screen. 

 
 

Please contact the school office to book a place on 
the following workshop! 

Reception  
This week Reception have been making bird feeders! 

 



 

Times Tables Rockstars 

These children have been working really hard on their times tables on 
times tables rockstars. These children have attained rock hero, rock legend 
or rock star status. To do this they have completed at least 12 games in 
‘studio’ mode. Once you have done this you can keep improving your 
score as you get faster. 

Having fluent multiplication and division facts is crucially important in so many areas of maths. We find children 
that have secure times tables find it so much easier to calculate accurately and access the full maths curriculum. 

A huge well done to: 

Rock heroes (under 1 second per question!!!) – Naitik, Bradley, Maria, Jayden, Narissa, Yumna, Emeka 

Rock legends (under 2 seconds per question!!) – Kritttamett, Ayaan, Kelly, Amirah, Masimba, Aasiya, 
Rayver, Jeremy, Rafael, Aks, Daniel S, Jamal, Aryan, Haroon, Emily T, Luke, Mahdiya, Leo , Clayton, Aaliyah, 
Ryan, Elsa, Amelia, Rohan, Faraz, Abbey 

Rock legends (under 3 seconds per question!) – Leon, Sonny, Jayden J, Breanna, Ianis, Isla, Olivia, Hollie, 
Charlie, Iris, Max, Vedel, Krishna, Luca, Tiger, Wesley, Drisha, Macey, Hasanat, Freddie, Abbas, Kiami, Munachiso, 
Lexi, Yug, Millie, Brodie, Natalia, Riley, Bianca  

Communication for Parents 
 

Check out the parents section of the website for the latest "Communications for Parents" from 
Dacorum Delivering Specialist Provision Locally (DSPL) for updates on courses and workshops available 
in the area/online for parents and families with a range of additional needs. 

 

Debbie Bloomfield 

SENDCO 

Hammond Academy 


