
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Well, we’ve got to the end of week 2, only another 4 weeks until half term! I 
am sure that many of you are feeling like many members of staff, and are 
taking time to get used to this new way of working. Some of you are as frus-
trated as I am that our allocation of Chromebooks from the Department for 
Education has not arrived. I want to reassure you that we will get them to 
you as soon as they arrive and are set up for your children to use. Later in 
this newsletter you will find a section called ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ – I 
hope this will provide answers to some of the queries many of you have. 

As I said on many occasions during the first lockdown, I do not underestimate 
the challenge you are facing at home, particularly those of you who are jug-
gling working from home alongside supporting your children with their 
learning. Please do not stress over supporting your child at home, just do 
what you can do and send a message to your child’s teacher if your child is 
not able to complete the learning. When the children came back to school 
last September, they very quickly got back into the routine of school and 
very quickly started to make good progress, catching up on the learning 
they had missed. During the first lockdown, the National Curriculum was 
suspended and most of the home learning focused on revisiting previous 
learning to help the children remember what they had already been taught. 
During this lockdown, the National Curriculum has not been suspended and 
the children are carrying on with the topics/themes they would have been 
taught had they been in school. There will be very little missed learning and 
when they return to school after this lockdown, I am sure the children will 
once again settle back into school life and continue to make good progress. 

I hope you all have a well-deserved relaxing weekend. 

 
Eileen Anderson 

Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

4th Jan  INSET DAY   
 
5th Jan Start of Spring Term  
 
7th Jan Paper application deadline                 
            for applications for Recep- 
            tion places in Sept 2021 
 
15th Jan Online application  
             deadline for Reception 
             places in Sept 2021 
 
21st Jan  The Big Breakfast Lunch 
 
15th—19th Feb HALF TERM 
 
22nd Feb INSET DAY 
 
26th Feb Deadline for applications 
                for Nursery places for Sept 
                2021 
 
8th Mar Nursery Places Offered 
 
 

Newsletter 

Hammond Academy  

Aspire 
As far as possible, this term’s meetings are taking place virtually. Miss Anderson has had a busy week this week: 

 she attended a meeting with representatives from the other academies to discuss safeguarding arrange-
ments and how the schools are keeping track of vulnerable children and children who are not engaging in 
remote learning. All the Aspire schools have very robust systems in place. 

 the principals met with Mrs Parsey and Mr Evans on Tuesday to discuss how things are going during this 
lockdown and to see what support the Trust and schools could provide for each other. 

 she had a meeting with Emma Rees, Aspire’s recently appointed Head of Marketing and 
Communications. It was a very informative meeting where Mrs Rees explained her role and 
how she could support with marketing the school. The main area of focus for Hammond will 
be on publicising the great things that happen in the school so we can improve the school’s 
reputation locally and increase pupil numbers. 

Did you know you can access 
google classroom via an Xbox or 
Playstation?  Instruction on how 
to do this has been emailed to 
parents but is also available un-
der the parents section of our 
website.  Where you will also find 
tutorial video’s to assist you up- 
loading documents and pictures 
to google classroom. 

https://instagram.com/


 
 

 

Reception 
We love our fun maths activities! 

Year 2 Science 
In science this week we learned about how germs spread and keeping healthy.  

These lovely posters were created by some of the children: 

Nursery 
The children in nursery had great fun jumping in the puddles. We also experimented with powder paint and dis-
cussed the changes. We watched the rain drops splatter onto the colours: 

  

In class, we talked about the importance of washing our hands and did an experiment using glitter to show how 
easy it is for germs to spread. 



 

Year 5  

Year 5 Jasper children have been enjoying remote  
learning and have shown enthusiasm for using electronic 
devices to submit their work. 

In addition to this, they have daily PE lessons at home.    
I am pleased to see their engagement, happiness and 
also parents’ involvement in contributing to the lessons. 

Keep it up everybody! 

Mrs Radomska 

 

 

Year 4  
Year 4 have been studying Maya Angelou’s poem I 
Rise. They then compared this to another poem 
about bullying and created their own which they 
performed at home.  Here is a beautiful example of 
a Year 4’s poem: 
 

Year 6 
In Maths, the children have been 
working on units of measure—
converting between metric units and 
applying to problems. 

 

Coding using scratch in ICT…… 

 

And in topic we have been learning about the Mayans. 

 

 

   

The nights fly by some worrying tides rising 
and falling I thrive in the tide lost in adventure 
high and low I rise.  
Worlds, words and worries from far away plac-
es I rise  
you may kick me down or drag me away 
but rather then dirt with no gravity I rise.  
Some may loose some may win but from that 
loss I rise from within space’s low gravity drag-
ging me up.  
I rise. 
 
Others rising with me and others flowing back 
down but those who are going down shall rise.  
I rise,  
I rise, 
I rise. 
 
Imagination that gently lifts and flies with 
clouds of sorrow covered in twisted lies and 
alleys, houses and lost toys letting out cries 
and wonderful solutions filling their clear eyes. 
I rise. 
They rise. 
You rise. 



 

The Happy Human Project 
Charlotte who normally provides small group support in relaxation and mindfulness in school, has set up a weekly 
video session for our children to give them the ability to take care of their mental health and help them feel happy, 
calm and confident. 

She is writing and recording a session each week during lockdown to provide children with resources and ability to 
take care of their emotions at a time when life might be quite difficult for many. The sessions are organised so that 
the children are able to do them by themselves at home, or in a group with other children at home. 

Each session begins with some learning about a given topic, followed by movement, games, positive affirmations, 
self-regulation strategies and a calming story to finish......it might even give you some strategies to add into your 
daily routines as a family. 

There are two links accessible for all members of the Hammond Community; one for ages 4+ and the other for ages 
7+.  For this week (week 1) you may wish to follow the link and share the session at home. 

For week 2 onwards, class teachers will be adding the link into part of the curriculum for pupils to do at either home 
or school. 

The link is www.happyhumanproject.co.uk/lockdown-wellbeing and the  

password for both parents and teachers is happyhuman123!! 

Debbie Bloomfield, SENDCO 

Maths—Times Table Rock stars! 
We have been hugely impressed by the number of children accessing Times 
Tables Rock stars each day. We can see that the children are getting quick-
er and more accurate at their times tables. 

Over the last two weeks, we have run a tournament to see which year 
group gets the most correct answers - here are the results (correct as of Thursday morning): 

1st place - Year four - 23,343 correct answers 

2nd place - Year six - 14, 376 correct answers 

3rd place - Year five - 11, 514 

We now have 8 rock heroes - this means they can answer questions in under 1 second on average. We also have 26 
rock legends (under 2 seconds) and 47 rock stars (under three seconds). 

Statutory Assessments 
As you may be aware, the Department for Education has taken the decision to cancel all KS1 and KS2 statuto-
ry assessments (tests and teacher assessments) for this academic year. This includes: 

 KS1 (Y2) teacher assessments 
 KS2 (Y6) tests and teacher assessments 
 Y1 phonics screening check 
 Y4 multiplication tables check 

At the time of writing, a decision regarding assessment of the Early Years Foundation Stage (reception) has not been 
announced. 

A statement from the Standards and Testing Agency says: “We know that schools will continue to use assessment to 
inform teaching, to enable them to give information to parents on their child’s attainment in their statutory annual 
report and to support transition of KS2 pupils to secondary school. We strongly encourage schools to use past test  
papers (https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials) in 
their assessment of pupils.” 

At Hammond, we will continue to do what we have been doing and will use past test papers alongside ongoing as-
sessment of work the children do every day. Together, these will give teachers a good understanding of where the 
children are in their learning and will enable them to provide you with a comprehensive end of year report that re-
flects your child’s attainment and progress. 

http://www.happyhumanproject.co.uk/lockdown-wellbeing


 

Type 1 Diabetes in Children 

Hospitals in the East of England wish to inform the public that despite the Coronavirus situation, services are still 
‘open for business’. NHS services are very well equipped to look after patients safely if they are unwell. We know 
that in other regions there have been cases where parents didn’t contact health services until it was too late.  

It is important for all parents to know the signs and symptoms of undiagnosed Type 1 diabetes in children, which 
is a medical emergency. If parents notice ANY of the key symptoms of Type 1 diabetes, they need to make an     
urgent GP appointment, or contact their Out of Hours service.  

The main symptoms of Type 1 diabetes are called the 4 Ts: 

THIRST (often all the time) 
TOILET (needing to urinate more often) 
TIREDNESS 
THINNER (losing weight) 
 

On the following page we have included a pre-prepared message which we would greatly appreciate all schools, 
both primary and secondary, to communicate urgently to parents.  

Information about the signs and symptoms of all types of diabetes can be found here:  
 

https://www.diabetes.org.uk/diabetes-the-basics/diabetes-symptoms 
 

Link Family Services Supporting Communities in LINK Schools 
About Our Service 

Link Family Services offers a term time only service to parents and their children attending schools within the 
partnership, which Hammond Academy are a part of.   

School Family Support Workers can assist parents to resolve their concerns by working in partnership with them and/or by 
finding the support they need, and help them to get in touch with organisation’s with the specialist skills and knowledge to 
help. 

Our Family Support Worker, Shelley Bright will be holding the next telephone surgery on the morning of Tuesday 8th Febru-
ary 2021. 

If you wish to make a FREE confidential appointment please contact the school office on 01442 202040. 

Quote of the Week! The Speech Link Parent Portal 
 
With lockdown 3 in full swing, parents and schools alike 
are having to pull together yet again to think of ways to 
support their children from home. 
 
The Speech Link Parent Portal was created last year 
amid the first lockdown to help parents and school  
support their children with their speech and language 
needs. 
 
The Parent Portal remains free for all schools to 
signpost their parents/carers to, so that vital speech and 
language work continues whilst schools are closed. 
 
Here you will find lots of fun, free resources, tips and 
games, all focused around speech, language, and  
communication needs. 

 
https://speechandlanguage.info/parents 

https://www.diabetes.org.uk/diabetes-the-basics/diabetes-symptoms


 

 

 

 

Remote Learning - Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Can the school lend us a laptop? 

Staff have contacted all of the children who have not accessed Google Classroom and have made a list of fami-
lies who need a laptop. Our priority will be families without any laptop to use, followed by children who are sharing 
laptops with parents who are working from home and then families where 2 or more children are sharing a laptop. 
We will contact you as soon as we have a device we can lend you. 

 

Does my child have to submit their work by 3pm? 

No. This was addressed in last Friday’s letter. It was a long letter and you may have missed the following section: 
Some of you have said you are finding it difficult to submit your child’s learning by 3.00pm. Your children can sub-
mit their learning at any time. However, teachers are not expected to provide feedback after 3pm as the teachers 
in each year group will be liaising with each other to make final amendments to their planning so they can upload 
it by 6pm.  Teachers will try to provide feedback the following day, but their priority will always be on responding 
to queries they are receiving each day whilst also providing feedback on the work the children are submitting 
each day.  

 

Can the school provide paper or exercise books for my child’s work? 

Yes. If you require an exercise book for your child’s home learning, these will be available from the staff entrance 
just like they were during the first lockdown. Please call into school between 9.15 – 11.30 or 1.30 – 2.30, buzz at 
the gate and say you have come to collect an exercise book. 

 

How do we know what to send back to the teacher when we are using Google Classroom? 

Your child should complete the ‘assignments’ and send these back to the teacher to be marked.  The other docu-
ments you can see, the ‘materials’, are the resources that explain the work to your child – do not send these back 
to the teacher. 

 

Who do I contact if there is a problem? 

Contact the class teacher if the problem is about the learning. 

If it’s a technical issue, email remotelearning@hammondacademy.org.uk and Mrs Gibson will contact you as 
soon as she can. 

 

I need help with supporting my child at home. What advice can you give me? 

During the first lockdown, Herts for Learning published a helpful blog with tips to help make home-learning more 
successful HfL | Supporting positive learning behaviours at home 

 
There is too much work for my child to do. Does he/she have to do it all? 

Government guidance says schools should be providing a minimum of 3 hours per day remote education for Y1 
and Y2 children, ‘less’ for younger children (the guidance does not say how much time ‘less’ is) and 4 hours re-
mote education per day for Y3 – Y6 children. That is what we are aiming to achieve. If your child cannot complete 
all of the learning because you are working and cannot support them or because children are sharing a laptop, 
please do not stress over it. Just let the teacher know it was not possible to complete all of the learning. 

 
My child is struggling at home, can they go to school instead? 

Unfortunately, the answer is no. We have to follow the criteria for which children can come to school. We would 
love to be able to support more children in school but this causes 2 issues: 

1. It increases the risk of spreading the virus. The message is ‘stay at home’. 

The children in school are being supported by our wonderful team of teaching assistants so that the teachers can 
concentrate on planning and providing feedback. If we get many more children in school our bubbles will have too 
many children in them and we will have to call in the teachers to provide support in school - this will prevent the 
teachers from providing remote learning. 

mailto:remotelearning@hammondacademy.org.uk
https://www.hertsforlearning.co.uk/blog/supporting-positive-learning-behaviours-home


 

 

Frequently Asked Questions Continued/... 

 

And now a couple of questions from the teachers 

 
Children are not responding to my next steps. What should I do? 

On some pieces of work, teachers are providing ‘next steps’ for the children. They mark the child’s first attempt, 
make some suggestion for how they can improve it and send it back to the child. The child is expected to make 
the improvements and send the work back to the teacher. If the work is not returned, the teacher will post a mes-
sage or email the parent. 

 
I cannot keep up with the workload. Can we make changes to what we are doing? 

Remote learning is extending a teacher’s working day by several hours as many of them are spending between 4 
– 6 hours each day on marking and feedback, in addition to planning lessons, making voiceovers for their slides 
and producing recorded stories, demonstrations etc. To give teachers a chance to catch up part way through the 
week, we are making some changes to the Wednesday timetable. As far as possible, the learning in maths and 
English will consist of automatically marked quizzes (this will become clear when you see them) and learning that 
will require no or very little marking, e.g. PE, reading for pleasure, Times Tables Rock Stars (Y2 – Y6), mindful-
ness… For younger children, there will be more opportunities for play-based learning. All of these activities would 
be part of a typical week in school, the only difference is we are timetabling them to take place on Wednesdays to 
give teachers (and hopefully those of you who are working from home) a bit of breathing space in the middle of 
the week. The weekly Teams meeting with teachers will also take place on Wednesdays so we can address any 
issues that arise and so that we can all keep in touch with each other – we miss seeing each other in school! 


