
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Well done! 
For those of you who are supporting your children at home, well done for getting to 
the end of what has been a very challenging half term for you, but well done too for 
the fabulous support you have been providing for your children. As each week has 
gone by, an increasing number of children have been engaging in remote learning 
and this has been great to see; with the distribution of our Chromebooks, this has in-
creased further. You all deserve a very well earned break from remote learning next 
week. For those of you who have been bringing your children to school, well done 
and thank you for following our Covid-19 guidance while on site and for ensuring 
your children arrive at school ready for the day ahead.  
 

Our teachers started the term as Google Classroom novices and have been on a very 
steep learning curve getting to grips with new technology (as have the admin team 
who have been answering your queries). I am very proud of what they have 
achieved in such a short period of time. They miss the buzz of the classroom, interact-
ing with your children and hearing their funny stories. They are very much looking 
forward to the day when they can be back in the classroom instead of spending their 
days sitting in front of a computer screen. The staff who have been supporting the 
children in school this term have done brilliantly, providing all the support the chil-
dren need to do well with their learning and to be happy in school. Our admin, site 
and catering staff too have had to change their working practices but they have 
done a great job of keeping the school running as efficiently and effectively as it usu-
ally does. 
 

Thank you to those of you who have expressed an interest in being Parent Forum 
Reps; I will be in touch with you after the half term holiday. If you have a child in re-
ception, Y2 or Y6, I would love to hear from you as nobody has come forward for 
those classes. 
 

I hope you all have a well-deserved break next week and that some sunshine will 
provide us all with the opportunity to enjoy walks with our families. 

 

Eileen Anderson 
Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

15th—19th Feb HALF TERM 
 
22nd Feb INSET DAY—Remote learn-

ing resumes on 23rd Feb. 
 

23rd Feb  Raising Confident Children 
Workshop (6—7.30pm) 

 

26th Feb Deadline for applications 
                for Nursery places for Sept 
                2021 
 

1st—5th Mar World Book Week! 
 
8th Mar Nursery Places Offered 

Newsletter 

Hammond Academy  

School Gateway 
During the half term break, can we 
please ask you to log into School 
Gateway and check your child’s 
account balances.  Any outstanding 
balances need to be cleared and 
accounts topped up where neces-
sary. Particularly if your child is in 
school having a dinner!  Thank you. 

IMPORTANT 
Covid-19 and Half Term Holidays—School Holiday Positive Case Reporting 

If your child tests positive for COVID-19 at any point up to and including the 22nd February, please contact 
the central team at Aspire Academies Trust on covidcases@aspireacademies.org.uk, with your child’s 
name, year group, which school they attend, the date of onset of symptoms and the date of their positive 
test result.   Please do not email or phone the school as these are not being monitored during the holidays. 
If your child tests positive after 22nd February or is self-isolating for any other reason and won’t be in school 
on the first day after half of term, please report their absence in the usual way. 

Exercise Books 
Please remember that if you re-
quire an exercise book for your 
child’s home learning, these are 
available from the staff          en-
trance. Please call into school be-
tween 9.15 – 11.30 or 1.30 – 2.30, 
buzz at the gate and say 
you have come to collect an 
exercise book.  

Aspire News 
Miss Anderson and Miss Graham had a meeting with Mr Evans (Executive Principal) 
and Mrs Hennigan (School Improvement Lead Practitioner) to review the progress the 
school in making. It was a good opportunity to discuss Hammond’s core strengths of 
the quality of leadership, the quality of teaching and the way the school meets the 
diverse needs of the children, and to review the support Aspire can provide on the are-
as we know require further input, particularly improving pupil attainment and im-
proving pupil numbers/the school’s reputation. 
 

Miss Anderson also attended the weekly catch-up meeting with the other 
principals and members of Aspire’s central team. 

We have an Inset day on Monday 
22nd Feb. There will be no remote 
learning on that day. Remote learn-
ing will resume on Tuesday 23rd Feb. 

https://instagram.com/
mailto:covidcases@aspireacademies.org.uk


 
 

 

Year 2 
Year 2 children had lots of fun on screen free Wednesday and enjoyed time away from their laptops. They completed 
lots of different activities from creating their own puzzles to dissecting owl pellets!  

In this weeks craft for year 2 with Mrs Humphrey we made dragonflys out of pegs and 
pipe cleaners and some beautiful flower rings from pipe cleaners too. 

Have you considered our Nursery at Hammond Academy? 
Children born between 1st September 2017 to 31st August 2018, will be eligible for a place at our nursery from Septem-
ber 2021.  At Hammond we offer a morning session only, equating to 15 hours per week (Monday to Friday, term time 
only).  If you do require 30 hours per week, we are happy to work with other providers, if necessary e.g. child minders.   
  
We are currently accepting applications.  To apply and for further information please visit our website.  Under the ad-
mission tab you will be able to print an application form and view our Nursery Admissions Arrangement document for 
2021/22 intake.   
  
Unfortunately, due to lockdown restrictions, we are unable to undertake nursery tours.  However, should you have a 
question or require more details, please do not hesitate to contact the school office on 01442 404020.  We are happy 
to help or direct you to a member of the Early Years team.     
  
The deadline to apply is Friday 26th February 2021.  If necessary, to accommodate all, we are prepared to extend the 
deadline during these uncertain times.    
 
Thank you and stay safe.   

Year 1 

In English we have been 
writing character  
descriptions from Little 
Red Riding Hood.  

We have also been building Castles as part of our 
Art and History topic.  

Year Ones continue to work hard 
in their lessons and we are so 
thrilled to see how children are 
practising their handwriting skills 
in and outside of class.  

Last week we practiced our  
capital letters and looked at Cap-
ital Cities around the world.  



 

Second Hand Toys 
Our breakfast/after school provision are currently looking for  
donations of good quality “nearly new” toy items, in particular: 
 
 Dolls 
 Dolls clothes 
 Cars, trucks and tractors 
 Craft material items 
 Complete puzzles and or games (no missing parts or pieces 

please!) 
 
If you are having a sort out over half term (or before) please keep us 
in mind. We would love to hear from you. 
 
Obviously these items will be quarantined and cleaned thoroughly 
before making available to the children. 

 

Year 5 
In Year 5 we have been learning 
about Andy Warhol and the 
Pop Art Movement. We created 
self-portraits in the style of Andy 
Warhol.  
 

Well Done Girls! 
On Saturday, Bianca (yr 3, Diamond) and 
Antonia (year 1, Sunstone) did a litter pick. 
For their family this is a regular activity. On 
this occasion the girls wanted to litter pick 
around Hammond Academy because they 
see a lot of litter every day when they come to 
and from school.  

Bianca said, " some people are grateful that 
we clean the planet and some say thank you". 

Learning is happening continuously in their 
family, and their parents are excited to see 
that such young children understand how im-
portant it is to look after our world. 

Here are the girls, proud they can make a 
difference. Hopefully it will stay clean for a 
while. 



 

Make sure you see the new parent link on the website for information and 
resources to help support your child at home; some of these resources are not 
just for children with SEN. 

ASD & ADHD 
Supporting children with LD & ASD 

Curriculum and Learning 
Early years activities for families at home 
Early year free websites 
Free online resources to support phonics 
Help your child to generate ideas for writing 
Paired reading 
Paired writing 
Supporting your child with handwriting difficulties 
Supporting your child with maths difficulties 
Supporting your child with reading difficulties 
Supporting your child with spelling difficulties 
Website to support your child with maths 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 
Sensory needs 
Tips for families 
Info for children and young people about  
mental health and wellbeing 

Physical Needs 
Fine Motor activities 

Routines and Timetables 
CinP Visuals for home: school closures 
Home routine 
Managing the transition to home-schooling 

Sensory Impairments 
Early Years VI ideas 

Speech, Language and Communication Needs 
How to use the Parent Portal 
Talking time vouchers 

Year 4’s no screen activities! 
Year 4 made the most of their no screen day by creating puzzles, baking delicious treats and attempting the tea 
bag throwing challenge!  Well done to Rensar for completing his House built with lolly sticks and glue! This amazing 
construction is the finishing product after 4 weeks of perseverance, patience and hard work!! 

 

 



 

Year 3 
This week in PSHE, year 3 have been creating posters 
about kindness and sharing different ideas for ways 
to be kind to each other. It was lovely to see their 
posters! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from  

Charlotte  
"I just wanted to check in with you 
and see how your school got on 
with the Lockdown Wellbeing Program? It would be 
great if you could forward on any feedback you've 
received from your parents or teachers."   

Please send your feedback via email to:  

wellbeing@hammondcademy.org.uk 
 

Families Hertfordshire Magazine 
Jan/Feb 
https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/
familiesherts_jan_feb2021issue96?
fr=sNmNiNzI3OTQ3MDU 
The mag is full of home-based activities, topical features on 
health & well-being, education and fun online classes 
(ranging from dance to kung fu). 

mailto:wellbeing@hammondcademy.org.uk
https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/familiesherts_jan_feb2021issue96?fr=sNmNiNzI3OTQ3MDU
https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/familiesherts_jan_feb2021issue96?fr=sNmNiNzI3OTQ3MDU
https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/familiesherts_jan_feb2021issue96?fr=sNmNiNzI3OTQ3MDU


 

Year 6 
Year Six enjoyed no screen Wednesday and were able to learn away from their screens. 

 

 

 

Reception 
Sharing our pets, celebrating Chinese New Year, baking delicious cakes, den making, Kandinsky art work and 
being thankful….Reception have been busy! 
 


