
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Miss Graham returns from maternity leave to her Deputy Principal role on Monday 
and my job at Hammond moves from being a temporary one to a permanent one. 
Miss Graham will be working Monday – Thursday, and I will be at Hammond all day 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays and on Friday mornings. However, I will use my time 
flexibly as and when required to suit the needs of the two schools. Miss Graham’s role 
will mainly involve working with teachers to improve teaching and learning and 
providing support in Y6 on the run up to SATs. She will also deal with the day-to-day 
management of the school on the days I am not at Hammond. I will continue to 
manage the school’s email account (as I have done for both schools for the past 11 
months) and have asked staff to keep me fully informed and involved in the life of 
the school. Mr Evans will no longer be at Hammond on Mondays but will continue to 
be involved in Hammond’s development in his role as Executive Principal across all of 
the Aspire schools. 
 
I know that some of you have concerns about having a ‘part-time’ principal. I am 
very confident this arrangement will work; for the last 11 months I have been at 
Knutsford just one and a half days a week but the systems we have put in place have 
resulted in the school continuing to run smoothly and continuing to make good      
progress in the areas we wanted it to make progress in. Miss Graham, Mrs Laver and I 
are meeting off-site next Tuesday morning so that we can have 3 hours of              
uninterrupted time where I will share with them my plans for Hammond. These plans 
will be shared with you in due course. We have very skilled members of staff in key 
areas of responsibility at Hammond and they are more than capable of managing 
the school when I am not on site. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to say a public thank you to Mrs Laver for the         
fabulous job she has done while Miss Graham has been on maternity leave. She has 
been great at organising and supporting, responding to parental queries and          
answering my endless questions. Thank you Mrs Laver. 
 
We are at the start of an exciting new chapter at Hammond and I am really looking 
forward to it. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 

Eileen Anderson 
Interim Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

 19th March—Great British Clean Up! 
(3.30pm—4.15pm) 

 20th March—Kings Langley Football 
Tournament (3.45pm—5.30pm) 

 24th March—Highfield Community 
Centre, Second hand uniform sale 
(4.30pm-6pm) 

 25th March - Y4 Easter assembly 
2.30pm (Y4 parents/carers are        
invited to attend) 

 26th March—Reception Stay & Play 
(2.45-3.30pm) 

 27th March—Dacorum Dance      
Competition. 

 31st March— Y3/4 Boys Dacorum 
Football Tournament  

 1st April—Y5/6 Boys Dacorum      
Football Tournament 

Attendance 

Well done to Y2 Diamond class 
who are this week’s winners 

achieving 99.3% attendance.  
Target 100% 

Newsletter 

Learning Hero of the Week 
To be presented in class as follows: 

Thursday 19th March at 3.15pm 
Year 1 Jade: Tani, Year 2 Diamond: Alex,  Y2 Emerald: Amelie, 

Year 3 Sapphire: Layla, Year 3 Moonstone: Amelia, 
Year 4 Quartz: Daniel, Year 4 Jasper: Masimba, 

Year 5 Garnet: Freddie, Year 5 Jet: Sumira, Year 5 Tigers Eye: Poppy, 
Year 6 Aquamarine: Ollie-Jay, Year 6 Crystal: Savannah,  

Year 6 Turquoise: Eric 
Early Years 

Presented in class today: 
Nursery: Kian and Isabella 

Reception Coral: Freddie Reception Sunstone: Lincoln 

Coronavirus 
1. Principals/headteachers continue to 

receive daily emails from the     
Department for Education with 
reminders and advice about     
coronavirus. The key message is 
always about handwashing and 
we continue to encourage children 
and staff to regularly wash their 
hands throughout the school day. 

2. We were expecting the government 
to announce a closure of schools 
yesterday but that didn’t happen. 
Teachers have already started    
preparing work for the children to 
do at home in case of an enforced 
school closure.  

3. Catch it; Bin it; Kill it: please 
provide your child with tissues, or a 
box of tissues to share with the 
class, so that we can encourage 
children to cough and sneeze into 
tissues during the coronavirus     
outbreak. 
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Hertfordshire Childcare Sufficiency Survey 
Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) wants parents/carers 
views on childcare options available to them and their     
families. HCC is required to produce a childcare sufficiency 
report annually that the public are able to view.  The report 
helps HCC to: 

 establish the sufficiency of places across Hertfordshire 

 support the sustainability of places 

support the development of places where needed. 

HCC wants to hear the views of as many parents/carers as 
possible via their survey: 

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/1P73O/ 

Thank you 
Thank you for your donations today.   

All monies raised will be sent to Sports Relief to help 
those less fortunate than ourselves.  

Secondary/Upper School Applications 
2020/21 

The deadline to accept or decline your child’s secondary / upper 
school place is Monday 16th March 2020.    Please respond online 
to the allocation. 

Families First Portal Information 
for families, parents or carers 
 

The Families First Portal is a website which helps Hertfordshire 
families find: 

Information, advice and guidance on local and national services 
for families, parents or carers. 
Many of the services are free for families to access. It is accessible 
on mobile devices. http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst 
 

Hertfordshire Directory 
A directory of organisations, services and groups in Hertfordshire 
that can help you with problems you or your family may be fac-
ing. www.hertfordshire.gov.uk 

 

 

The Book Fair was a hive of activity this week! We hope 
your children get a lot of enjoyment out of the books 
they have purchased.  Thank you for your support! 

Saracens Dancers 
Have you signed your child up to dance at the Saracens vs Exeter 
Rugby match? If so, please ensure they attend the Dance        
workshop to be held in school on 27th April between 
3.30pm—5.30pm. They will require comfortable clothes, plenty 
of water and a snack.   
 
Please be reminded that your child will need to attend this    
workshop in order to dance on Match Day.   

Author Visit—Konnie Huq 
This week, we had the wonderful privilege of having 
television presenter and children’s author Konnie Huq 
visit our school. This was an inspiring experience for our 
students who thoroughly enjoyed helping to create a 
story with Konnie, as well as take part in an explosive 
science experiment. Konnie, introduced her new book 
‘Cookie’ and signed all of the books purchased by our 
students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a limited number of books still available, if 
your child would like a signed copy (and did not      
purchase one on the day!).   

Please bring £6.99 in cash to the school office in an 
envelope clearly marked with the child’s name, class 
and “Konnie Huq Book”.   

These will be sold on a first come, first served basis.  

Information for parents of Year 5: 
South West Herts Admissions               
Consortium (Secondary Transfer 2021 – 
Testing Before Preference) 
The South West Herts Schools Consortium inform us that        
registration for the tests spans a period of almost nine weeks, 
from Monday 20th April to Friday 19th June.  As was the case last 
year, no late registrations will be accepted.  If you have          
extenuating circumstances for failing to register for the tests, this 
may be cited as part of an appeal to an independent panel at 
a secondary transfer appeal hearing.     

Key Testing Dates 2020 for Secondary Transfer 2021 
 Monday 20th April: Online registration for the tests open 
 Friday 19th June: Online registration closes 
 Wednesday 1st July (around noon): test venue confirmed 
 Saturday 5th September: Academic test 
 Monday 7th September: Music aptitude test 
 Friday 11th September or Tuesday 15th September: 

Queens’ School sports aptitude test 
 Thursday 17th September (around noon): First Round 

music scores notified to parents 
 w/c Monday 21st September: Start of second round music 

tests 
 Wednesday 14th October (around noon): Scores notified 

to parents 
 Saturday 31st October: Secondary application deadline 

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/1P73O/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=sport+relief+2020+logo&id=843AC22B897A6FD8E8D7CB0EC335CA0557A0DEE9&FORM=IQFRBA
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk


 

 

 

 

Nursery Applications 2020/21 
If your child has been offered a place in our Nursery for 
September 2020, please be reminded that the deadline to 
accept is: Friday 20th March 2020.   

Thank you. 

Reception Applications 2020/21 
If you have applied for your child’s Reception place in    
September, offers will be made by Hertfordshire County 
Council (not the School) on: Thursday 16th April 2020 

You will have until Thursday 30th April 2020 to accept the 
place offered.  We hope this information is of assistance. 

Reminder: Pre-loved Uniform Sale 
Highfield Community Centre will be holding their first pre 
loved uniform sale on Tuesday 24th March (4.30pm—6pm) 

For every item sold with the schools emblem on, they will 
donate all of the cost back to that school which will benefit 

our children .  The items with no emblems profits will be 
divided equally between local schools and their charity. 

If you have any clean, tear free items you no longer require, 
please donate them to the Community Centre. (Monday-

Friday 9-1pm) Alternatively, you can drop them into the 
school office.  

They are happy to accept school coats, shoes, pe kits, school 

shirts-t-shirts and any items with an emblem on.  

 

Highfield Community Centre,  

Bellgate HP2 5SB 

01442 211688 

Wanted 
We are still looking for volunteers for the following: 
 
 Volunteers to help with putting Dewey Decimal 

Numbers on the non-fiction books in the library. This 
is a very easy job that would be ideal for any parents 
who have a bit of spare time after they have 
dropped their children off in the mornings or before 
they collect them at the end of the school day.  

 
 Adults who can spare some regular time, even if it’s 

just half an hour a week, to hear children read. 
 
Please leave your details at the office or email                  
admin@hammondacademy.org.uk if you are able to help. 
 

Year 1 Butterfly  

Garden Challenge 
Year 1 have accepted a challenge to transform a small     
outdoor area of the school into a beautiful butterfly garden 
and need your help! 

If any parents have any plant pots, packets of seeds or (child 
friendly) plants they would like to donate, that would      
attract butterflies, please send them into class.   

The children would be delighted to receive any donations to 
get them started! 

Year 2 English 
Please could each child bring in a picture/photo of their  
family for our next unit of work in English where we are  
writing poems about our family.  Please send in by 20th 
March 2020.   

Thankyou  

Ms Matthews and Miss Higby 

DEN’s Harvest Donations 
You should of received an email today    
regarding DEN’s with details of “high needs” 
list for March/April.  Your kind donations 
can be left in the school hall between now 
and Monday 30th March.  

Litter Pick 
As part of the Great British Spring Clean, some pupils in 
year five and six volunteered to take part in a litter pick 
after school on Thursday. In just under an hour we collected 
four bags full of rubbish from just outside our school in the 
lane near the Rugby club. We were shocked by just how 
much rubbish had been discarded. 

We also had a talk from Amir Fogel from Dacorum         
Borough Council about littering and how reusing and      
recycling can help to look after out planet. 

A big thank you to all children and parent volunteers.  

 

 

We are doing a second litter 
pick next week.  If your child 
(Year 5 or 6 only) would like 
to take part please return 
the relevant slip to the 
school office asap! 

Year 3 Art Project 
Can you help?  Year 3 are creating bright collages in Art, so if 
any of you have any old wrapping paper that you no longer 
require and would like to donate please send it up the year 3 
please. 

Miss Duke and Miss Rayment 

mailto:admin@hammondacademy.org.uk


 

Reading Books 
 
The following message has been sent to parents of Year 3, 4 and 5.  Just in case you missed it, here is a message from              
Mrs Hiles (Y6 teacher and Hammond Academy’s literacy leader): 
 
I am writing to you to offer clarity over the banded reading book your child has been provided with. 
As you are aware, your child was recently assessed in their reading and understanding and was informed of their reading 
stage.  The reason we undertook this assessment was to ensure that children are reading at the correct level and are being 
exposed to the language and vocabulary required for their age. 
If your child is reading daily to an adult and is able to read the book confidently and answer questions asked by both staff as 
well as parents (see questions on the bookmarks provided), then your child should progress through the banding system 
quickly. The aim is for your child to become a free reader as soon as possible.  In addition to the banded book, the children are 
also able to choose a book of their own choice from their class library. 
 
Should you have any further questions with regards to reading, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mrs Hiles 
 

 

 

Sport Relief 2020 
 

Firstly I would like to say a huge well done and thank you for 
all the children coming to school today in their Sports Wear!  We have had some fantastic outfits 
around school today, one particular child that stood out to me was Lincoln in Reception who came in 

as an American Footballer! 

 

We started off the day by having the whole school outside on the Top 
Playground taking part in an exercise routine at the same time!  We have 
never attempted an exercise on this scale before and it went really well!  
To watch the whole school taking part in the same exercise routine at the 
same time was just brilliant!!  Lots of sweaty red faces, there’s nothing    
better than some exercise first thing in the morning! 
 

After all the children had       
finished their outside activity we then had each Year Group 
come into the hall separately to take part in an online Joe 
Wicks workout!  Lots of star jumps, squats, heel flicks and 
climbers!   

What a fantastic day of exercise and fundraising for a really 
worthwhile cause. 

Lastly, a huge well done to my 
Sports Council and DSSN 
Bronze Ambassadors.  They 
helped to set up all the activities and helped to support each year group 
throughout the day! 

Remember if you haven't sent your child in with a donation today, we 
will keep that open on Monday!  Get donating to a fantastic charity!! 

 

Mr Rickman   -    @MrRickmanPE  (Twitter) 


