
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We’ve had a very successful Book Week this week. In particular, the children have 
enjoyed sharing stories with children from other classes, the theatre production they 
saw on Tuesday and the books they have been making. It was lovely to see so many 
of you in school yesterday afternoon, working with your children as well as supporting 
other children on a variety of book activities. Now that I will be working at Ham-
mond on a permanent basis, I will ensure there is an open afternoon or morning every 
term to give you an opportunity to come into school and see some of the great things 
we do at Hammond. Thank you to all of the staff who have worked so hard to pro-
vide a diverse range of activities for the children to work on this week. 
 
I know that some of you are concerned about Coronavirus and want to be reassured 
that the school is taking adequate precautions. Headteachers are receiving daily 
emails from the Department of Education (DfE) to keep us up to date with the latest 
advice. I spoke to the teachers about this in Tuesday’s staff meeting and showed 
them some resources that have recommended by the DfE. I have told the teachers to 
use these resources to teach at least one lesson by the middle of next week that will 
focus on hand hygiene, coughs and sneezes, the use of tissues etc. I have also spoken 
to staff and children about the importance of washing hands more often, especially 
when we arrive at work/school, after we blow our nose, cough or sneeze and before 
we eat or handle food. This does present us with some challenges as each pair of key 
stage 2 classes has access to just 4 hand basins – 2 in the girls’ toilets and 2 in the boys’ 
toilets. However, we are doing our best to encourage the children to wash their hands 
frequently throughout the day and to wash them for about 20 seconds. With regards 
to coughs and sneezes, it would be very helpful if you would provide your child with 
tissues to use while at school or to provide a box of tissues for the class to share, as this 
will help us to encourage the children to cough and sneeze into tissues which can be 
thrown away. 
 
Further information about coronavirus can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/
government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response. I will con-
tinue to read the daily emails to headteachers and share relevant information with 
you, staff and children. 
 
Have a lovely weekend 

Eileen Anderson 
Interim Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

 10th March—Nursery Stay & Play (11-
11:45am) 

 10th March—Konnie Huq Author 
Visit 

 12th March—Friends of Hammond 
AGM @ 6.45pm (Hall) 

 13th March—Sports Relief Dress up 
Day! 

 25th March - Y4 Easter assembly 
2.30pm (Y4 parents/carers are invit-
ed to attend) 

 26th March—Reception Stay & Play 
(2.45-3.30pm) 

 27th March—Dacorum Dance Com-
petition. 

 31st March— Y3/4 Boys Dacorum 
Football Tournament  

 1st April—Y5/6 Boys Dacorum Foot-
ball Tournament 

 

Attendance 

Well done to Y3 Moonstone 
class who are this week’s winners 

achieving 100% attendance.  
 

Target 100% 

Newsletter 

Learning Hero of the Week 
To be presented in class as follows: 

Thursday 12th March at 3.15pm 

Y1 Jade: Leo, Year 1 Pearl: Lyla, 

Year 2 Diamond: Oliver, Year 2 Emerald: Esa, 
Year 3 Sapphire: Jeremy, Year 3 Moonstone: Matthew, 

Year 4 Quartz: Chloe, Year 4 Citrine: Ishina, Year 4 Jasper: Gabriela, 
Year 5 Jet: Jayden, Year 5 Tigers Eye: Sophia, 

Year 6 Aquamarine: Dhruv, Year 6 Crystal: Savannah, Year 6 Turquoise: Patricia, 
Early Years 

Presented in class today: 
Nursery: Alice and Kyarah,  

Reception Coral: Whole Class*,  Reception Sunstone: Sameeha, 
* They all looked amazing in their world book day costumes. 

Aspire News  
This week I attended a meeting 
with Mrs Parsey and Mr Evans to 
discuss our predicted results for this 
year's statutory assessments. I am 
pleased to report that we are on 
track to see improved results at the 
end of reception, Y2 and Y6 when 
compared with last year’s results, 
and to continue to achieve good 
results in the Y1 phonics test. This is 
as a result of the good quality 
teaching the children are receiving 
as well as the support they 
receive out of school too. 
 
Miss Anderson 

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response


 

 

 

 

Hertfordshire Childcare Sufficiency Survey 
Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) wants parents/carers 
views on childcare options available to them and their fami-
lies. HCC is required to produce a childcare sufficiency report 
annually that the public are able to view.  The report helps 
HCC to: 

 establish the sufficiency of places across Hertfordshire 

 support the sustainability of places 

support the development of places where needed. 

HCC wants to hear the views of as many parents/carers as 
possible via their survey: 

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/1P73O/ 

Reminder: 13th March 2020 
Next Friday 13th March we will be raising money for Sports Relief.  
All children are invited to dress up as their favourite Sportsperson 
for a donation.  During the morning all classes will get together 
for an assembly and a group exercise activity.  All money raised 
on the day will be sent to Sports Relief to help those less fortunate 
than ourselves.  

If you have any questions or concerns please contact 
Mr Rickman through the school office. 

No Sweets in School 
We have had several incidents of 
children bringing sweets into school 
and onto the playground at 
lunchtime. Sweets are not allowed in 
school and any found will be confis-
cated and parents will be asked to 
collect them. 

Year 6 Science Topic Resources 
For our Science topic ‘Light’ this half term, we are hoping to make 
Periscopes. In order to do this, we need some card- ideally empty 
cereal boxes. Please can you send any you may have in the next 
week or two.   
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
The Year 6 team 

Late Applications for Nursery 
Places — September 2020 intake 

The deadline for Nursery spaces for September 2020 
intake closed on 28th February.  If you would like to ap-
ply, please send your application to the school office as 
soon as possible.  Within reason, we are willing to consid-
er late applications.  Offers will be made on 9th March.   

If you have any further enquiries or would like to view 
the nursery, please do not hesitate to contact the school 
office. 

Thank you. 

Year 6 Parent / Carers 

Secondary School Allocation 
Your child will have by now been allocated a school for Septem-
ber 2020.  Please note that you have until the 16th March 2020 
to respond online to the allocation. 

Thank you.   

Families First Portal 
 

Information for families, parents or carers 
The Families First Portal is a website which helps Hertfordshire 
families find: 

Information, advice and guidance on local and national services 
for families, parents or carers. 
Many of the services are free for families to access. It is accessible 
on mobile devices. http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst 
 

Hertfordshire Directory 
A directory of organisations, services and groups in Hertfordshire 
that can help you with problems you or your family may be fac-
ing. www.hertfordshire.gov.uk 

 

 

 

Scholastic Book Fair 
The Scholastic book fair will be arriving in school next week!     

If you would like to purchase any books please come and take a 
look from 3.30-4pm Monday to Thursday and Friday 1-1.30pm. 

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/1P73O/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=sport+relief+2020+logo&id=843AC22B897A6FD8E8D7CB0EC335CA0557A0DEE9&FORM=IQFRBA
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Friends of Hammond who have 
contributed £2050 towards the purchase of 12 visu-
alisers for key stage 2 classes.   

The visualisers connect to our classroom Smart TVs 
which allows text, images, work and objects to be 
displayed onto the screen. The class is able to visual-
ise anything and everything; it allows sharing and 
demonstrating. A small object held in front of the 
class becomes the focus of the classroom where all 
children can remain engaged. 

We hope to have these throughout the school by 
next year. 

 

Tissues 
 
 

Please provide your child with tissues, or a box of tissues to share 
with the class, so that we can encourage children to cough and 
sneeze into tissues during the coronavirus outbreak.  

Wanted 
1. Volunteers to help with putting Dewey Decimal Numbers on 

the non-fiction books in the library. See the information that 
was in last week’s newsletter. 

 
2. Adults who can spare some regular time, even if it’s just half 

an hour a week, to hear children read. 
 
Please leave your details at the office or email  
admin@hammondacademy.org.uk if you are able to help. 
 
 

Astley Cooper Dance Show 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

This week was Astley Cooper Dance Show week!  We 
took them along to Astley on Tuesday for their dress re-
hearsal where we were able to watch the entire show.  
They then performed in front of a large crowd on 
Wednesday and Thursday night! 

 

Well done to all Dancers involved you were amazing!! 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 Speed Stacks Competition 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This week our Year 4 Speedstacks Team represented our 
school at the Dacorum SpeedStacks competition held at 
Longdean. 

Our team took part in individual 3-3-3 and 3-6-3 events  
before taking on the team challenges! 

The results came through and our team made it into the top 
20 teams in the district out of 62! 

Well done to all our Year 4’s involved, especially those who 
represented our school for the first time! 

Reception Stay & Play 
As communicated to our Reception parents last week.  The 
next stay & play session will be held on Thursday 26th March 
from 2.45—3.30pm.  Please contact the school office if you did 
not receive this emailed communication. 

mailto:admin@hammondacademy.org.uk

