
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
It’s Book Week next week and we have a busy week of events lined up. The highlights include 
a theatre company visiting on Tuesday to lead separate performances for the early years/key 
stage 1 and key stage 2 children, and Open Afternoon on Thursday when we welcome you into 
school to work with your children from 1.45pm – 3.15pm. You are welcome to stay for the whole 
session or to come for part of it, and we don’t mind if you bring toddlers/babies along too. 
Throughout the week the children will be writing stories, reading/sharing books with children 
from other year groups, doing drama activities and much more. Please talk to your child each 
day about what they have been doing. 
 
You received a letter yesterday informing you of Konnie Huq’s visit to Hammond which is tak-
ing place on Tuesday 10th March. She will be talking to Y2 – Y6 children about her book, read-
ing extracts of the book, talking to the children about the writing process and answering their 
questions too. We are all very excited about her visit. Please remember that book orders must 
be placed and paid for by next Friday if you wish to purchase a copy of Konnie’s new book. 
 
Mrs Hiles and I were very busy last week sorting out books. We have taken most of the fiction 
books from the library and distributed them amongst the classrooms. In the next week or so we 
will order new books and book cases for the classrooms so that we can set up our new class-
room libraries. 
 
If you have a child in the early years or key stage 1, you may notice that the colour sticker on 
some of the home readers has changed. Previously we have sorted the books in a colour that 
corresponds to the ‘Read Write Inc’ book scheme, however, we are now following the national 
‘Book Band’ system that will allow us to correctly level all the books we use, whether they are 
Read Write Inc books, Oxford Reading Tree books or books from any other scheme. This is 
nothing to be concerned about and if you have any queries regarding your child’s reading level 
please speak to your child’s teacher. 
 
The final piece of work we are doing at the moment with regards to books, is organising all non
-fiction books in the library according to the Dewey Decimal System as this will make it easier 
for staff and children alike to find the books they are interested in. I made a start on this last 
week – it’s an easy job but very time consuming! If there are any parents who could spare the 
occasional half an hour to work on this I would be very grateful – just email the admin account 
or leave your name at the office. Maybe you could persuade a small group of parents to get 
together to work on it.  
 
Have a lovely weekend 

Eileen Anderson, 
Interim Principal 

Hammond Academy  
 Tel: 01442 404020  www.hammondacademy.org.uk    

@Hammond Academy   Date: 28th February 2020 Issue: 96 

 

Forthcoming Dates: 

 2nd—6th March - World Book Week 

 3rd March—Booster Theatre Cushion 
Performance  

 3rd March—Dance Dress Rehearsal 
(Astley Cooper) 9.00—12.00 

 4th March—Dance Performance 
(Astley Cooper) 6.30pm 

 4th March—Year 6 Movie Night 
(3.30-5.45pm) 

 5th March—Dance Performance 
(Astley Cooper) 6.30pm 

 5th March—Open Afternoon Parents 
invited (1.45pm-3.15pm) 

 6th March - Dress up as a book  
character! 

 10th March—Nursery Stay & Play (11-
11:45am) 

 10th March—Konnie Huq Author 
Visit 

 13th March—Sports Relief Dress up 
Day! 

 25th March - Y4 Easter assembly 
2.30pm (Y4 parents/carers are invit-
ed to attend) 

 27th March—Dacorum Dance Com-
petition. 

 31st March— Y3/4 Boys Dacorum 
Football Tournament  

 1st April—Y5/6 Boys Dacorum Foot-
ball Tournament 

Attendance 

Well done to Y1 Jade class who 
are this week’s winners achieving 

97.9% attendance.  
 

Target 100% 

Newsletter 

Learning Hero of the Week 
To be presented in class as follows: 

Thursday 27th February at 3.15pm 

Y1 Jade: Charlie H, Year 2 Diamond: Harrison, 
Year 3 Sapphire: Millie, Year 3 Moonstone: Macey, 

Year 4 Jasper: Aimee, Year 5 Garnet: ,  Year 5 Jet: , Year 5 Tigers Eye: Marnie, 
Year 6 Aquamarine: Isabella, Year 6 Crystal: Adam, 

Early Years 
Presented in class today: 

Nursery: Ivah and Zarah, Reception Coral: Izzie,  Reception Sunstone: Jessica, 

Aspire News  
Staff from Bedmond and Broadfield academies joined us on Tuesday for Level 1 Mental Health Awareness training. The 
training will support us in understanding the issues surrounding mental health difficulties and help us provide better 
support for children experiencing difficulties. 



 

 

 

 

Hertfordshire Childcare Sufficiency Survey 
Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) wants parents/carers 
views on childcare options available to them and their fami-
lies. HCC is required to produce a childcare sufficiency report 
annually that the public are able to view.  The report helps 
HCC to: 

 establish the sufficiency of places across Hertfordshire 

 support the sustainability of places 

support the development of places where needed. 

HCC wants to hear the views of as many parents/carers as 
possible via their survey: 

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/1P73O/ 

Upcoming Dress Up Days! 
Friday 6th March 2020 

Children are invited to dress up as their favour-
ite book Character. 

13th March 2020 

Children from all year groups are invited into 
school on 13th March, dressed in a sports kit or 
sportswear in exchange for donations  towards 
Sports Relief. 

Fun in the Snow! 
Early Years had fun exploring how the snow felt and made 
snow angels, then came inside and made hot chocolate.  

Year 1 Trip—Mountfitchet Castle 
Thank you to all our parent helpers who have come forward 
to offer help on the up and coming Year 1 trip to Mountfitch-
et Castle.  This will be taking place during the school day on 
the 19th May 2020. 

If your circumstances change and you are unable to help 
please contact the office at the earliest opportunity. 

Your continued support is appreciated as without your help 
our trips would not be able to go ahead. 

Can you help? 
We are looking for a man with a van to collect a sofa we 
have been donated.  If you can help with this, please con-
tact the School office.  Thank you. 

Sponsored Read! 
Thank you so much to all those who took part in the spon-
sored read!  Your support has helped raise a grand total of … 

£2164.02 
All the money will be well spent stocking up books across the 
curriculum.  

Punctuality! 
Unfortunately, we have seen an increasing number of chil-

dren arriving late for school.  Parents are responsible in law 

for ensuring that their children attend the school at which 
they are registered, regularly, punctually and ready to 

learn.  We would appreciate your support in ensuring your 
children are arriving for school on time at 8.45am.  

Coronavirus 
As you will be aware, there has been a lot of information in 
the news about returning trips to Italy over half term in 
light of the recent measures put in place by the Italian Au-
thorities on Coronavirus. Hertfordshire County Council 
would like to assure you that there is no cause for concern, 
none of the school trips run by Hertfordshire schools were 
within the ten towns which the Italian Authorities have put 
on quarantine measures and Hertfordshire residents remain 
at low risk. 
If you have returned from the quarantined towns and de-
velop flu like symptoms, please stay at home, avoid contact 
with other people and call NHS111. 
Taking basic hygiene precautions remains the best way to 
reduce the chances of spreading any virus: sneeze or cough 
into a tissue, bin it, wash your hands frequently and don’t 
touch your face unless you’ve just washed your hands. Using 
a normal detergent to clean the surfaces people touch reg-
ularly like door handles and lift buttons is also sensible. 
Please visit www.gov.uk/coronavirus for the most up to 
date advice. 

Nursery Places 

September 2020 intake 
The deadline for Nursery spaces for September 2020 intake 
is today (28th February).  If you would like to apply, please 
send your application to the school office as soon as possi-
ble.  Within reason, we are willing to consider late applica-
tions.  Offers will be made on 9th March.   

If you have any further enquiries or would like to view the 
nursery, please do not hesitate to contact the school office. 

Thank you. 
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