
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Over the last few weeks we have been very busy working on our priority to raise standards in 
reading. Mrs Hiles has trained a group of teaching assistants to use a system called PM Bench-
mark to assess children’s independent reading skills. All of the Y5 and most of the Y4 children 
have now had their individual assessments and the teaching assistants will be moving on to Y3 
next half term. Children who have been assessed as reading below the level expected for their 
age will soon be given a colour banded book that exactly matches their current reading level. 
They will be heard to read frequently so that they can progress quickly to reading books at the 
right level for their age. The long term aim is for PM Benchmark to be used to regularly assess 
all children in the school so we can ensure the books they are reading are pitched at the right 
level. If you are able to volunteer some time to hear children read, even if it’s just half an hour 
per week, it would really help the children to make faster progress. Please contact the office if 
you are interested. 
 
In addition to assessing the children, we are creating small libraries in each classroom. One of 
the things that surprised me when I first started working at Hammond was that each classroom 
did not have a book corner/area. My aim is that by the end of the first half of the summer 
term, each classroom will have a book area containing at least 300 good quality texts for the 
children to select from. Last Saturday, Mrs Hiles and I spent a couple of hours at ‘66 Books 
Ltd’ (more about that in the next paragraph) buying hundreds of books for our classrooms and 
we will spend some time in school during half term allocating the books to different year 
groups. Once the books cases have arrived, we can make a start on creating lovely book cor-
ners with high quality texts that we hope will inspire the children to read for pleasure. 
’66 Books Ltd’ is a fantastic local wholesaler that gives 70% off all books. It is open to members 
of the public for one weekend every month at Unit 2 Eastman Way, Hemel Hempstead, HP2 
7DU. The next event is on March 14th and 15th. It is definitely worth a visit. https://
www.66books.co.uk/ 
 
I hope you enjoy the half term holiday. 

 
Eileen Anderson, 
Interim Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

 17th—21st Feb —Half Term 

 2nd—6th March - World Book 
Week 

 3rd March—Booster Theatre 
Cushion Performance  

 4th March—Year 6 Movie 
Night (3.30-5.45pm) 

 5th March—Open Afternoon 
Parents invited (1.45pm-
3.15pm) 

 6th March - Dress up as a 
book  character! 

 10th March—Nursery Stay & 
Play (11-11:45am) 

 13th March—Sports Relief 
Dress up Day 

 19th March—Year 6 Slam Jam      
Basketball Competition (by 
Invite Only) Ashlyns School 
(4pm-6pm) 

 25th March - Y4 Easter as-
sembly 2.30pm (Y4 parents/
carers are      invited to at-
tend) 

 

Attendance 

Well done to Y2 Diamond class 
who are this week’s winners 

achieving 98.6% attendance.  
 

Target 100% 

Newsletter 

Aspire News  
It has been a productive week for the Trust in the run up to half term.  

Our Head of Catering Paul Bodsworth has drafted final proposals for the Spring and 
Summer menus. The revamped menu incorporates twelve new dishes, created 
through the collaboration of Chefs across our six schools. The new seasonal dishes have 
been designed to help our children power through the long summer days. We look 
forward to formally introducing the new menu on Monday 23rd March. 

This week, all of the Principals, along with some of Aspire’s central team, received 
training on managing concerns and complaints. As a result of the training, you will 
soon receive a letter from Miss Anderson at the beginning of next half term explaining 
which members of staff you should contact to ensure any query you may have is dealt 
with effectively. 

Learning of the Week 
Learning Hero’s will return after half term,  

due to Parent Consultations this week. 

 
Early Years 

Presented in class today: 
 

Nursery: Lois & Ivah, Reception Coral: Sienna,  Reception Sunstone: Tanish, 

WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH YOU 
ALL A SAFE & RESTFUL HALF 

TERM.  
SCHOOL WILL RE-OPEN ON 

MONDAY 24TH FEBRUARY AT 
8.45AM 

https://www.66books.co.uk/
https://www.66books.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

Nursery Admissions 
Our Nursery admissions for 2020/21 (Sept intake) are due to 
close on Friday 28th February 2020 at 9am.  Please visit our 
website or call into the office for our admission form. 
 
If you have any queries please contact 01442 404020.   

 

 

Families First Portal – Information for 

families, parents or carers 
The Families First Portal is a website which helps 

Hertfordshire families find: 
Information, advice and guidance on local and 
national services for families, parents or carers. 

Many of the services are free for families to access. 
It is accessible on mobile devices. 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst 

Hertfordshire Directory 

A directory of organisations, services and groups in Hertfordshire that can 
help you with problems you or your family may be facing. 

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk 

Hertfordshire Childcare Sufficiency Survey 
Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) wants parents/carers 
views on childcare options available to them and their fam-
ilies. HCC is required to produce a childcare sufficiency re-
port annually that the public are able to view.  The report 
helps HCC to: 

 establish the sufficiency of places across Hertfordshire 

 support the sustainability of places 

support the development of places where needed. 

HCC wants to hear the views of as many parents/carers as 
possible via their survey: 

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/1P73O/ 

Reception Online Health 

Assessment  

Have you completed the above which was emailed to 

Reception parents this week? 

The assessment portal is only open until 24th Feb 

2020 so please respond before this date. 

Reminder 
After half term all Hammond run sports clubs will finish at 
4:30pm (rather than 4:15pm). As always, please ensure your 
child is collected promptly.  Thank you. 

Pre-loved Uniform Sale 
Highfield Community Centre are looking to start a pre loved uniform 
sale and need your support! 
 
Their aim is to start regular clothing sales of local pre used school 
uniforms.  For every item that is sold with the schools emblem on, 
they will donate all of the cost back to that school which will benefit 
our children .The items with no emblems profits will be divided equally 
between local schools and their charity. 
 
Please donate generously so they can make this a success! Please 
ensure donated clothes are washed and tear free. They are happy to 
accept school coats, shoes, pe kits, school shirts-t-shirts and any 
items with an emblem on.  
 
You are welcome to drop items off to the Centre mon-fri 0900-1300 or 
to the schools office. 
 
First sale date 24/03/2020 
16:30-18:00 
 
Highfield Community Centre,  
Bellgate HP2 5SB 
01442 211688 

Friday 13th March 2020 

Children from all year groups are 
invited into school on 13th March, 
dressed in a sports kit or sports-
wear in exchange for donations  
towards Sports Relief. 

Reception Coral class did the most beautiful art work today 
based on the artist Kandinsky. See below example: 

Parent Volunteers 
The children are really benefiting from our parent helpers 
who give up their time to come into school and read with 
our children.  Thank you, you are making such a difference!  

If you would also like to help in this area and have a spare 
hour or two, we would like to hear from you.   

Please contact the school office. Thank you. 

 

 

Congratulations to... 
Mrs Laver who is expecting a baby to-
wards the end of the summer term. Y4 
Quartz will be taught by Miss Salter for 
the last few weeks of the summer term 
while Mrs Laver is on maternity leave.  

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk
https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/1P73O/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=sport+relief+2020+logo&id=843AC22B897A6FD8E8D7CB0EC335CA0557A0DEE9&FORM=IQFRBA


 

 

 

 

 

 

Relax Kids: 

Charlotte has been spending time working with each class this week, sharing different techniques to relax. 

It was lovely to see the pupils engaging in the sessions, and hope they remember some of the methods to use when they 
are feeling anxious. 

Zones of Regulation: 

As part of Feel Good Week, Mrs Bloomfield led an assembly on how to be in the “Green Zone”. 

Everyone was asked to think about  

 when they feel good about themselves 
 where their favourite place to relax is 

We also looked at the different zones of emotions and the different tools you can use to get back into the “Green Zone.” 

Attached is a copy which you may find useful to use with your child at home. 

 

H A M M O N D  A C A D E M Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Feel Good Week 2020 



 

 

 

 

Year 6 Sports hall Athletics 2020 

This week I took a group of Year 6 children to the Hemel Leisure Centre to take part in 

the Year 6 Sports hall Athletics.  They had a range of activities to complete including run-

ning, throwing and jumping.  Our event was one of 5 others happening across the week 

with approximately 30 schools involved. 

All of the scores for both our Boys and Girls teams were added up and compared against 

the other 8 in our Local Event.   

We came 1st Place!  

 

 

 

 

Our scores for the Boys and Girls were then compared to the best other winning schools 

in the District and here are the overall Dacorum Results 

Boys  -  1st Overall 

Girls - 2nd Overall 

This means that our Boys will be representing the whole of Dacorum at the Hertfordshire 

County Finals in March!  A massive achievement not just for the boys but for our team as 

a whole.  I am very proud of all the Y6’s who attended, you are amazing! 

Mr. Rickman 

 




