
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Yesterday, Mr Evans, Mrs French and I met with Mike Penning MP to discuss parking. He has promised to do 
all he can to support us in influencing the police and local and county councillors to tackle illegal parking 
and help us improve parking around Hammond. The difficulty we have is that despite the school regularly 
reminding parents about illegal and dangerous parking, some parents are of the opinion that they can just 
park where they want to park. The vast majority of parents are responsible citizens who park legally and in 
a way that does not make it difficult for families to cross Cambrian Way. How do we persuade the minority 
to be more responsible? We are going to invest in some weighted cones to place on the grass verges in the 
hope that parents won’t park there (this is money we should be spending on the children’s education). The 
inconsiderate parents need to understand it is not possible for every parent to park right beside the school 
entrance and that they should use the other options that are available: park along Crawley Drive and gain 
access to the school through the back gate at the top of the field; park in the rugby club and gain access to 
the school through the side gate. Both of these options will mean you have to spend a few minutes walking 
– think of it as a way of reaching your 10,000 steps target! 
 
I mentioned in last week’s newsletter that we were changing the date of the open afternoon during Book 
Week. The new date is Thursday 5th March, 1.45 – 3.15. There will be further information nearer the time. 
 
Thank you to the parents who have taken the white classroom tables in exchange for a small donation to 
the school. We still have lots of these tables available so please do contact the school office if you want one 
(we really don’t mind how small the donation is). Also, please let us know of any charitable organisations or 
community groups you know of who would make good use of the tables as they can have them free of 
charge. We will dispose of any table we still have at the end of next week. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 

Eileen Anderson, Interim Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

 

 29th Jan—Hammond Reds vs Pixies 

Hill (Home) 3.30pm 

 30th Jan—Hammond Blues vs Great 

Gaddesden (Home) 3.30pm 

 6th Feb—(2.45pm to 3.30pm)—

Reception Stay & Play (in class) 

 10th Feb—Nursery Parent              
Consultations (3:40-5pm) 

 11th Feb– Nursery Parent              
Consultations (3:40-5pm) 

 12th Feb - Parent Consultations 

(3.40pm—7pm) 

 12th Feb—Year 6 Indoor Athletics 

(Invite Only) Hemel Leisure Centre
(12.30-2.30pm)  

 13th Feb - Parent Consultations 

(3.40pm-5pm) 

 17th—21st Feb —Half Term 

 2nd—6th March - World Book Week 

 3rd March—Booster Theatre Cushion 
Performance 

 5th March—Open Afternoon Parents 
invited (1.45pm-3.15pm) 

 6th March - Dress up as a book    
character! 

 19th March—Year 6 Slam Jam      
Basketball Competition (by Invite 
Only) Ashlyns School (4pm-6pm) 

 25th March - Y4 Easter assembly 
2.30pm (Y4 parents/carers are      
invited to attend) 

 

Attendance 

Well done to Y4 Quartz class 
who are this week’s winners 

achieving 100% attendance.  
 

Target 100% 

Newsletter 

Aspire News  
If you use twitter, you might be interested in following Aspire’s Twitter account: 
@AcademiesAspire. You’ll find news from the individual academies as well as interesting news and 
information about education and children. 

On Monday, each of the principals met individually with Mrs Parsey and Mr Evans to talk about the    
quality of teaching in our schools. It was lovely to be able to share with them the many strengths there are 
amongst the teaching team at Hammond and how experience teachers are supporting the whole team to 
improve the quality of education we provide. 

Mrs Parsey, Mr Evans and the principals met on Wednesday afternoon. Amongst the topics we discussed 
was an Aspiration Day for Y5 children. The plan is to bring all of Aspire’s Y5 pupils together (about 350 of 
them) during the summer term and give them an opportunity to hear about a range of different careers 
and to take part in some work-related activities. Watch this space! 
 

This week the Trust held its monthly Roundtable meeting with all of our Principals.  

The Principals discussed at length the forthcoming joint Inset Day on the 20th April, and an Aspirations 
Day for Year 5, which has been pencilled in for June 2020. More information regarding this exciting day 
will be communicated in due course.  

Discussions were also held regarding how to further utilise our existing strong networks of schools by     
sharing reading resources cross-trust. This development will ensure all of our schools have access to a wider 
range of learning materials, which will benefit every child. 

Learning of the Week 
To be presented in class as follows: 

Thursday 6th February at 3.15pm 
Y1 Jade: Freddie Y1 Pearl: Scarlett  Y2 Diamond: Victoria Y2 Emerald: Beatriz 

Y3 Moonstone: Rensar Y3 Sapphire: Lucy   
Y4 Jasper: Aimee Y4 Quartz: Mia 

Y5 Garnet: Brodie Y5 Jet: Haroon Y5 Tigers Eye: Naitik 
Y6 Aquamarine: Alexa  Y6 Crystal: Owen  Y6 Turquoise: Megan 

Early Years  Presented in class today: 

Nursery: The whole class!   Reception Coral: Ian  Reception Sunstone: Snehaj 
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H A M M O N D  A C A D E M Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Are you looking for a Nursery Place for        
September 2020? 

Our nursery admissions for 2020/21 (September 2020 intake) are 
now open for children born between 1st Sept 2016 and 31st Aug 
2017.   
Please visit our website for our admission form.  If you wish to 
book a tour on one of our Nursery Open Mornings please            
contact the office on 01442 404020, dates are as follows: 
 Wednesday 5th February 2020, 9:30 – 10:00 
 Wednesday 12th February 2020, 9:30 – 10:00 
The deadline to apply is Friday 28th February 2020 

PE Kit 
Since returning after Christmas, PE kit across the school has been very 
poor.  There are at least 5 children per lesson that have NO kit at all and 
lots that have the wrong kit.  It may be that they don’t have trainers or a 
jumper, or all of their kit is completely the wrong colour.  Can we       
therefore ask you to check your childs kit bag and ensure that they are 
attending school prepared and ready for their PE lessons. Thank you for 
your co-operation. 

 

 

Families First Portal – Information for 

families, parents or carers 
The Families First Portal is a website which helps 

Hertfordshire families find: 
Information, advice and guidance on local and 
national services for families, parents or carers. 

Many of the services are free for families to access. 
It is accessible on mobile devices. 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst 

Hertfordshire Directory 

A directory of organisations, services and groups in Hertfordshire that can 
help you with problems you or your family may be facing. 

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk 

Visit from Eamonn Reilly 
Hammond Academy had the great privilege to meet the author 
Eamonn Reilly this week.  During his visit, Reilly shared some of his highly 
entertaining stories and talked about his illustrious career in writing. 
Hammond children were engaged and inspired by Reilly’s storytelling 
and as a result purchased some of his books (which he has personally 
signed) made possible by you, the parents.  Thank you. 

His visit fits in well with our current writing across the school as many of 
our children are writing imaginative stories for Radio 2’s 500-word   
writing competition. Reilly’s tips and advice on story writing will        
definitely help our children during their writing process. This week the 
Trust held its monthly Roundtable meeting with all of our Principals.  

The Principals discussed at length the forthcoming joint Inset Day on the 
20th April, and an Aspirations Day for Year 5, which has been pencilled 
in for June 2020. More information regarding this exciting day will be 
communicated in due course.  

Discussions were also held regarding how to further utilise our existing 
strong networks of schools by sharing reading resources cross-trust. This 
development will ensure all of our schools have access to a wider range 
of learning materials, which will benefit every child. 

Hertfordshire Childcare Sufficiency Survey 
Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) wants parents/carers views on childcare 
options available to them and their families. HCC is required to produce a 
childcare sufficiency report annually that the public are able to view.  The 
report helps HCC to: 

 establish the sufficiency of places across Hertfordshire 

 support the sustainability of places 

support the development of places where needed. 

HCC wants to hear the views of as many parents/carers as possible via their 
survey: 

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/1P73O/ 

Nursery Parent Consultations 
Letters have gone home regarding Parents’ consultations for Nursery parents 
which will be held on the 10th February 2020 and 11th February 2020 (3:40-
5pm).  Consultations will last for 10 minutes and will take place in the main 
school.  Letters have gone home to parents.  However, if you cannot make any 
of these days please speak with Mrs Chuimi so an appointment can be       
arranged at the end of a Nursery session. 

Thank you to the children and parents for 

participating in the sponsored read.  All sponsorship money should be returned 
to school by no later than the end of next week.  

Open Afternoon Revised Date 
As communicated last week we have amended the date for the Open 
afternoon.  This will now be held on 5th March from 1.45-3.15pm.  Parents 
and carers are invited in to school and work along-side your child in class 
in a lesson that will focus on books. You can attend the whole session or 
just part of it and if you have more than one child at Hammond you will 
be able to spend time with each child. If you have babies or pre-school 
children it’s fine to bring them along too – no need to find child care.  

Coronavirus 

Hertfordshire County Council has provided schools with information about the coronavirus and the actions we should take if cases are confirmed in the UK. At 
the time of writing there are no cases of coronavirus in the UK but this does present us with a good opportunity to remind everyone to practise the kind of 
hygiene we should all be doing anyway to prevent the spread of coughs and colds: 

 Catch it, Bin it, Kill it: sneeze into a disposable tissue (catch it), throw the tissue in the bin (bin it) and then wash your hands with soap and warm 
water (kill it). 

 Wash your hands regularly with soap and water or use hand gel. 

 Avoid touching your face unless you’ve just washed your hands. 

 Ensure surfaces which are touched by many people (handles, work surfaces) are cleaned regularly. 

If you travel to any country that has confirmed cases of coronavirus during the half term holiday in February, please let us know so that we can be extra   
vigilant if your child shows flu-like symptoms. 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk
https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/1P73O/

