
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Our Local Authority Attendance Improvement Officer was in school on Wednesday for her 
termly meeting with me and Mrs French. She was very pleased to see that attendance has   
continued to improve, especially for those children whose parents I have had meetings with and 
who we are encouraging to have a more positive attitude towards school attendance. There 
are some fabulous examples of improved attendance such as children with below 85%          
attendance last year now having attendance that is above 96%. The overall school attendance 
is currently 95.9%, which is higher than it has been for several years. I am very hopeful that by 
the end of the year Hammond’s attendance will be above the government target of 96%. 
Thank you to all parents who have worked with us this year to improve their child’s             
attendance.  

As you know, reading is a priority for all Aspire schools this year and it is a key area for us to 
focus on at Hammond following the Ofsted inspection. On Monday, all of the teachers         
attended a 2-hour training session after school on phonics. Phonics is taught well at Hammond 
and our early years and key stage 1 staff are very knowledgeable. As is often the case in schools, 
key stage 2 have not received the same level of training and are not as familiar with the     
phonics phases as early years and key stage 1 teachers. The feedback I have had from key stage 
2 teachers is that they found Monday’s training to be very useful and many of them have     
already incorporated elements of phonics into their reading lessons this week – this will be     
particularly beneficial for our lower attaining or less confident key stage 2 pupils. It is great to 
see the teaching staff at Hammond being so open to receiving training and then using that 
training straight away in their teaching. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Eileen Anderson 
Interim Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

 6th Feb (2.45pm to 3.30pm)—

Reception Stay & Play (in class) 

 12th Feb - Parent Consultations 

(3.40pm—7pm) 

 13th Feb - Parent Consultations 

(3.40pm-5pm) 

 17th—21st Feb —Half Term 

 2nd—6th March - World Book Week 

 3rd March - Open afternoon (1.45pm 
- 3.15pm)  

 6th March - Dressing up for book 
week 

 25th March - Y4 Easter assembly 
2.30pm (Y4 parents/carers are      
invited to attend) 

Attendance 

Well done to Y2 Diamond & 
Y4 Jasper classes who are this 

week’s winners achieving 100% 
attendance.  

 
Target 100% 

Newsletter 

Important Notice: Parking 
 

Parking outside and in the vicinity of our school has long been a problem and we have raised this issue on many occasions via the newsletter. 
Already this term we have had several phone calls from concerned members of the public and parents about dangerous parking.  

Our priority is to keep the children safe so we are trying to arrange for the local PCSO to lead an assembly to talk to the children about how 
to cross the road safely and about the rules/laws for parking around Hammond. We are hoping the children might be able to persuade their 
parents to park in a more considerate manner if they aren't already doing so.  

We have been in touch with the local police to express our concerns about parking, and have asked parents and local residents who have 
concerns to call 101 with the details of any cars parked in a way that endangers our children. If you could take a photo for evidence that 
would be of great help to the police. 

We are also in the process of arranging for our MP, Sir Mike Penning, to visit the school during a peak period so he can see the 
issues for himself and then support us with appropriate action. 

We hope you will see that we are taking every possible step to increase safety, but we also need the help and support of    
parents and family members. As always, thank you to those of you who always park legally and safely. 

E- safety newsletter 
Herts for Learning has published the spring term edition of their e-safety newsletter for parents 
and carers. It contains lots of helpful advice to enable you to help your children use the internet 
safely and healthily. A copy is attached to this newsletter.  

Aspire  
As mentioned above, our teachers attended a phonics training session on Monday. 
The Principals and School Business Managers had their termly meeting with the Aspire central 
team on Tuesday. It was a very useful meeting that covered areas such as HR, premises and 
finance.  
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Nursery Admissions 2020 
 
Our nursery admissions for 2020/21 (September 2020        
intake) are now open for children born between 1st Sept 2016 
and 31st Aug 2017.   
Please visit our website for our admission form.  If you wish to 
book a tour on one of our Nursery Open Mornings please   
contact the office on 01442 404020, dates are as follows: 
 
 Wednesday 22nd January 2020, 9:30 – 10.00 
 Wednesday 29th January 2020, 9:30 – 10.00 
 Wednesday 5th February 2020, 9:30 – 10:00 
 Wednesday 12th February 2020, 9:30 – 10:00 
 
Deadline to apply: Friday 28th February 2020 (9am) 

Club Cancellation: 21st January 

Due to staff training, Dodgeball Club (Y1-3) and Mini Olympics (Reception & 

Year 1) are cancelled on 21st January.  This was communicated by email on 

Tuesday this week.  We apologise for any inconvenience caused. 

To celebrate and encourage a lifelong love 
of reading at home and school, Hammond 
Academy will be running a sponsored read 
between 16th and 31st January 2020.  The 
project is being organised in conjunction 
with our local Usborne Organiser and all 

the money raised will go towards brand new books for our school. 
The children attended an assembly yesterday and listened carefully 
to the information regarding the sponsored read, they were all very 
excited to start reading and earn new books for their class!  Full    
details were sent to you yesterday via email and the app.   
Thank you for your continued support.   

 

 

Our Early Years children had a very 
special visitor this week! Hemel 
Hempstead’s mayor, Mr Douris, came 
to meet the children to talk about his 
very important work which helps our 
community. We thank him for his 
time and answering lots of questions 
from our children - we very much 
enjoyed meeting him!  

Afternoon Sports Club (Hammond run) 

Until further notice, Hammond run sports clubs will finish at 4:15 pm.  This is due 

to the darker afternoons.  Once the afternoons lighten up, we will resume to a 

4:30 pm collection.  We will notify you before the change is made.  Thank you. 

Reminder from Reception Coral and Sunstone 

We encourage you to provide your child with a named water bottle everyday.  

It is also recommended that children have a change of clothes, including socks 

and underwear, in school to use if required.  

 
Parent volunteers who give up their time 
to come into school to hear our children 
read make such a positive impact.  We 
are very grateful to those who help us in 
this way and ask if there are any others 
who would like to join us across the school 
on a regular or occasional basis to offer 
support?  If you are interested, please 
contact the school office or your child’s 
teacher.   

 
Thank you in advance.   

Learning Hero of the Week 
To be presented in class as follows: 

Thursday 23rd January at 3.15pm 

Year 1 Pearl: Mason T 

Year 2 Emerald: Rhys   Year 2 Diamond: Sofia 

Year 3 Sapphire: Olivia  Year 3 Moonstone: Lucas  
Year 4 Citrine: Alice  Year 4 Jasper: Jack  Year 4 Quartz: Rohan 

Year 5 Jet: Tansey  Year 5 Tigers Eye: Lily  
Year 6 Aquamarine: Tommy  Year 6 Crystal: Owen  

Year 6 Turquoise: Matthew C 

Early Years 
Presented in class today: 

Nursery: Harrison, Finley, Elsie  Reception, Coral: Maya  

PE kit 
Thank you to those of you who ensure your children have the 
correct PE kit in school. Too many children have not brought 
their PE kit back to school this term and too many children 
are not wearing the correct kit: 

academy t-shirt (plain white t-shirt is accepted) 

red / black shorts 

red / black jumper 

red / black joggers 

PE trainers  

football boots (not compulsory but recommended Y 3-6) 

warm socks 

Please could you ensure that your child has the correct PE kit 
in school and that it is in a clearly labelled bag. 
 
Thank you for your support 
 


