
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Happy New Year! It’s been lovely to be back at school and to see the children settle back into 
their routines so quickly. 

I had a very positive inset day with the teachers on Monday. Mrs Bloomfield led some work on 
‘Differentiation and Engagement’ which gave teachers time to think about how they ensure 
they meet the needs of all children, not just those with additional learning needs. Mrs Laver led 
a session that supported teachers in looking closely at the skills they are teaching in history and 
geography as well the subject knowledge they are teaching. This session was also closely linked 
to one of the issues raised by our Ofsted inspection: ‘there are not enough opportunities for 
writing’. Teachers came up with lots of ideas for how they could incorporate excellent writing 
opportunities into history and geography lessons this term. Our final session was led by me and 
it too focussed on areas raised by the Ofsted inspection. We looked at how we sometimes limit 
what children can write by providing them with worksheets to complete rather than allowing 
them to just write their own thoughts and ideas about what they have learnt directly into their 
books. I also discussed handwriting and presentation and as a result of this discussion I will be 
rewriting our Handwriting and Presentation Policy as we decided the current policy is not clear 
enough. Teachers will have a draft policy within the next few weeks and will use that policy 
with the children for a few weeks before giving feedback to me so I can make final amend-
ments to it. The aim is to have the final policy in place before Easter so that all staff are very 
clear about the style of letter formation that should be used, how they should teach handwrit-
ing and the expectations for how children will present their learning. You will be provided with 
a copy too so you can support and encourage your children at home. It was a very productive 
day and it was great to see and hear the teachers being so positive about addressing the issues 
raised by Ofsted. The Senior Leadership Team will be monitoring the new work being done to 
ensure our plans are implemented and to support teachers further if required.  

It’s Book Week during the week of 2nd March and while that might seem a long way off there 
are two dates I would like to draw your attention to: on the afternoon of Tuesday 3rd March 
there will be an Open Afternoon (1.45pm – 3.15pm) for you to come to school and work along-
side your child in class in a lesson that will focus on books. You can attend the whole session or 
just part of it and if you have more than one child at Hammond you will be able to spend time 
with each child. If you have babies or pre-school children it’s fine to bring them along too – no 
need to find child care. On Friday 6th March the children are invited to come to school dressed 
as a character from a book. I know some of the children do not like dressing up so it’s fine for 
them to wear their usual school uniform. 

Have a lovely weekend 

Eileen Anderson 
Interim Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

 14th Jan - Boys Mixed vs Lever-

stock Green (Home) 

 15th Jan - Reception Sept 2020 

intake, Admissions deadline 

 16th Jan - Taste of Street Food 

 12th Feb - Parent Consultations 

(3.40pm—7pm) 

 13th Feb - Parent Consultations 

(3.40pm-5pm) 

 17th—21st Feb —Half Term 

 2nd—6th March - World Book 
Week 

 3rd March - Open afternoon 
(1.45pm - 3.15pm)  

 6th March - Dressing up for book 
week 

 25th March - Y4 Easter assembly 
2.30pm (Y4 parents/carers are 
invited to attend) 

 

Attendance 

Well done to Y1 Pearl classes 
who are this week’s winners 

achieving  99.7% attendance.  
 

Target 100% 

Newsletter 

Learning Hero of the Week 
To be presented in class as follows: 

Thursday 16th January at 3.15pm 

Y1 Jade: Maira, Year 1 Pearl: Daniel, 
Year 2 Emerald: Lexi, Year 2 Diamond: Leah, 

Year 3 Sapphire: Noah, Year 3 Moonstone: Isla, 
Year 4 Citrine: George, Year 4 Jasper: Summer, Year 4 Quartz: Oliver, 
Year 5 Garnet: Maisie,  Year 5 Jet: Rehan, Year 5 Tigers Eye: Bogden, 

Year 6 Aquamarine: Luigi, Year 6 Crystal: Oscar, Year 6 Turquoise: Phoebe, 

Early Years 
Presented in class today: 

Nursery: Isabella,  Reception, Coral: Niamh, Reception, Sunstone: Zahra, 

Lost Property 
We have accumulated a large amount on lost prop-
erty again in school, much of which is NOT named. 

If your child lost anything prior to the Christmas peri-
od it might well be in the box located outside the 
office area.  Please come and take a look! 

Congratulations 
Congratulation to Mrs Radomska who gave birth to 
a lovely baby boy on Tuesday. She joined us on the 
morning of our inset day on Monday and 
we were very surprised to receive an email 
from her early on Wednesday morning 
telling us she had given birth on Tuesday! 
Mother and baby are both well. 
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Families First Portal – Information for 
families, parents or carers 

The Families First Portal is a website which helps 
Hertfordshire families find: 

Information, advice and guidance on local and 
national services for families, parents or carers. 

Many of the services are free for families to access. 
It is accessible on mobile devices. 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst 

Hertfordshire Directory 
A directory of organisations, services and groups in Hertford-
shire that can help you with problems you or your family may 
be facing. www.hertfordshire.gov.uk 

Nursery Admissions 2020 
Our nursery admissions for 2020/21 (September 2020 in-
take) are now open for children born between 1st Sept 
2016 and 31st Aug 2017.   
Please visit our website for our admission form.  If you 
wish to book a tour on one of our Nursery Open Mornings 
please contact the office on 01442 404020, dates are as 
follows: 
 
 Wednesday 15th January 2020, 9:30 – 10:00 
 Wednesday 22nd January 2020, 9:30 – 10.00 
 Wednesday 29th January 2020, 9:30 – 10.00 
 Wednesday 5th February 2020, 9:30 – 10:00 
 Wednesday 12th February 2020, 9:30 – 10:00 
 
Deadline to apply: Friday 28th February 2020 (9am) 

Road Closures Next Week 
Road closures will be in place between 9.30am 
and 4pm from Thursday, January 16, until Sat-
urday, January 18. 

Workers will be carrying out the preparation 
works for surface dressing Fletcher Way. 

For information about diversion routes visit: 
one.network/?115112148  

https://www.hemeltoday.co.uk/news/traffic-and
-travel/road-closure-cause-traffic-delays-
highfield-area-hemel-hempstead-1357337 

 

Hammond Website 
Our website has been redesigned and went live during the holidays. The 
address is the same (www.hammondacademy.org.uk), as is much of the 
content, but we hope the layout is clearer and will make it easier for 
you to find information. There are quick links to School Gateway, Cool 
Milk and our weekly newsletters on the home page. A few pages are still 
awaiting their content but what will be completed soon. If you find any 
parts of the website do not work properly or if you find any errors, 
please do let us know. Although we’ve looked at it many times there 
may be a few things we’ve missed. One thing we did notice yesterday 
was that an Inset day (24th February) was incorrect.  If you noticed this 
and have booked a day out, we will authorise this providing you can 
prove to us that the booking was made prior to the information being 
taken down.  The correct term dates were communicated to all parents 
yesterday via email.  Thank you to Mrs Gibson, School Business Manager, 
for the time she has spent on the new website. 

Reading Rewards 
Congratulations to all the children who achieved their read-
ing rewards last half term.  We are really proud of you! 

 

   

25 Reads—Bronze bookmark  

50 Reads—Silver bookmark 

100 Reads—Gold bookmark 

150 Reads—Platinum bookmark 

After School Sports Clubs 
Emails went out to parents/carers yesterday confirming 
your child(s) place on any sports clubs run by Mr Rickman 
and Mr Rowlands. 

If you have signed your child up to any of our external 
clubs run by CASPA dance, Finishing Touch Sports and 
Team Horizon, they will contact you direct with any infor-
mation.   

Alternatively, please see their contact details below: 

 

CASPA dance     -  info@caspaschools.co.uk 

Finishing Touch   -  finishingtrouchsports@gmail.com 

Team Horizon -  07789 778264 
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