
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Today sees the re-introduction of homework for children at Hammond. I know this is some-
thing many of you have been asking for for some time – I just hope your children are as keen! 
As explained last term, the homework focuses on reinforcing key skills the children have been 
taught in school, e.g. multiplication tables, addition and subtraction facts, spelling and gram-
mar. The children will receive homework each Friday and it should be returned to school by 
the following Wednesday. Because we don’t want books going back and forth between home 
and school during these Covid times, homework is on a sheet of paper. When the children are 
given next week’s homework, they will also received this week’s marked homework to take 
home and keep at home – this is so you can see the marked work. As you know, we are 
working very hard to improve the quality of handwriting and presentation at Hammond and 
I hope you will support and encourage this at home too. Remember, our handwriting and 
presentation policy is on the website: https://hammondacademy.org.uk/our-school/
policies/. 

Today also sees the introduction of half termly curriculum information from teachers to par-
ents. The teachers in each year group have produced a document that explains the learning 
the children are doing in each subject area this half term so that we can keep you informed of 
what your child is learning in school. The document also has a ‘supporting your child at home’ 
section. All of the activities the teachers have provided in this section are optional activities 
the children could do if they have a particular interest in something they are learning in 
school. These documents will be produced at the beginning of every half term and there will 
be a reminder and link in the newsletter each half term. https://
hammondacademy.org.uk/curriculum-letters-to-parents/ 

Thank you for your feedback on the proposed changes to the school day. The feedback has 
been overwhelmingly positive so far with some good suggestions for other changes or minor 
amendments to the proposed changes too. If you wish to respond to the consultation, please 
do so by Thursday 19th November. Details are in the letter you received on Tuesday morning 

On Tuesday, you also received a letter about our vacancy for a third parent governor to join 
our Local Advisory Body. Nominations close next Friday. If you don’t want to do the role 
yourself, but you know of a parent who has the time, commitment and willingness to get 
involved in the life of the school as a school governor, why not have a chat with them and 
encourage them to stand for election? This is an exciting time to join our LAB: our recently 
appointed governors are very keen to support and challenge the school and help the school 
bring about the necessary improvements; we had a very positive reading and writing review 
last half term which highlighted the improvements that have already been made following 
last year’s Ofsted inspection; and the school is responding to parent feedback in providing 
regular homework and information about what is being taught in school. There are plans for 
further improvements and being a governor would give you the opportunity to be part of 
the changes we make at Hammond. I hope to be inundated with nominations next week - 
we’re in a national lockdown, so you’ll have plenty of time to think about it and get your 
nomination forms filled in! 

Have a lovely weekend 

Miss Anderson 
Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

10th Nov—Flu Vaccinations  
 
13th Nov—Children in Need, 
     PJ day 
 
19th Nov—Deadline ref Consultation  
    ref “Change in School day” 
 
8th Dec— Deadline ref Consultation 
   ref “Admission rules” 
 
18th Dec—End of Autumn Term 
 
7th Jan—Deadline for (paper) appli- 
              cations for Reception places  
 for Sept 2021 
 
15th Jan—Deadline for (online) appli- 
   cations for Reception plac 
   es for September 2021 
 

Attendance 

Well done to  Y1 Coral class who are 

this week’s winners  

achieving 98.3% attendance.  
 

Target 100% 

Newsletter 

Learning Hero of the Week 
The following children have been recognised in class for their achievements: 

Key stage 1 
Y1 Coral: Marta, Y1 Sunstone Haniya, 

Y2 Jade Tani, Year 2 Pearl: Emily,  
Key stage 2 

Year 3 Diamond Cleo, Year 3 Emerald: Farooq, 
Year 4 Moonstone: Lexi, Year Sapphire: Amirah,  

Year 5 Citrine: Daisy P, Year 5 Jasper: Aimee, Year 5 Quartz Doogey,  
Year 6 Garnet: Lewis, Year 6 Jet: Alex, Year 6 Tigers Eye: Connor, 

Early Years Stars of the 
Week 

Well done to this 
weeks stars! 

 
Nursery: Whole Class,  

 
Reception Crystal: Louie,   

 
Reception Topaz: Harrison & Finley, 

EVERY POPPY 

COUNTS 

A huge thank you to 
all those who have 
donated to this year’s 
Poppy Appeal.  
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Updated Covid-19 information following new national restrictions 

from 5th November 

1) To minimise the number of people of site, please do not treat drop-off and pick-up as a family outing. One 
adult per family please.  

 
2) The updated government guidance for schools states that out-of-school activities can continue if they are for 

childcare but all other out-of-school activities should close. This means breakfast club, after school club and 
Friday club will continue to be open, but all other clubs will be cancelled as of next Monday. Separate com-
munication is being sent to those parents.  

 
3) To enable everyone to maintain 2m social distancing, you must keep to your child’s allocated drop-off and 

pick-up times. 
 
4) When around other people, stay 2 metres apart from anyone not in your household. Please do not stand 

around chatting with other parents and do not walk through the school site with other parents. Please do 
not approach staff to ask/tell them something – phone the office and ask for a message to be passed on or 
ask for the teacher to call you back at the end of the school day. 

Thank you for your ongoing support and cooperation. 

What to do if your child receives a positive Covid test result 

So that we can keep our school community safe, it is vital that you let us know immediately if your child or a member 

of your child’s household tests positive for Covid-19. 

1. During school hours, phone the school office immediately and tell us your child or a member of your child’s 

house hold has tested positive. Phone: 01442 404020 

 

2.  Out of school hours, email admin@hammondacademy.org.uk immediately. State your child’s full name and 
class, whether it is your child or another member of your child’s household who has tested positive, and provide 
a contact number for us to phone you. 

 

Please note: the admin account is monitored out of hours so we can check for Covid test results –emails about other 

matters will not be answered out of hours. 

In the event of a positive case, we will contact the Department for Education (DfE) for advice on the action to take. 
The DfE dictates what happens next and we must abide by what they say. 

Hammond Academy is consulting on the proposed admission arrangements for the school year 2022/23 and is 
seeking responses from parents/carers, schools and community groups.  The proposed changes are:   

 To amend the wording to Rule 5 – Nearest School: Children for whom it is the nearest school or acade-
my.  This includes all schools except those which allocate places on the basis of faith (membership or practice) 
before allocating on the basis of distance/location. 

 The definition Multiple Births.  The school, as the admission authority will admit over the school’s published 
admission number when a single twin/multiple birth child is allocated a place at the school. 

The consultation period runs from 26th October 2020 to 6th December 2020.  Please send any comments regarding 
the proposal to Hammond Academy directly at admissions@hammondacademy.org.uk 

PJ Day—Children in Need 

Don’t forget! Next Friday 13th November 2020, we will be inviting children into school 
dressed in their PJ’s, in exchange for a suggested donation of £1 towards Children in Need. 

We know things have been particularly difficult this year, but together, we really can make 
a huge difference in a time when it’s needed most.  Research shows that right now the coronavirus pandemic is 

having a huge impact on the mental health and wellbeing of UK children, and for those who were already facing 

disadvantages, life has become incredibly difficult. 
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EYFS Book Bags 
The following message was emailed to our Nursery 
& Reception parents yesterday:   
 
(If you did not receive this please contact the 
school office) 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
It will not be necessary for your child to bring his or 
her book bag to school each day for the time being. 
A water bottle and spare clothing for forest school 
are the only items to be brought into school. 
 
Many thanks in anticipation of your support. 
  
Kind regards, 
Mrs Bennett 
Class Teacher, Crystal Class 
and EYFS Leader 

Book Amnesty 
We would like to ask Parents to have a good look 
at home for lost/extra school reading books. 
Please return them to school at the earliest oppor-
tunity so that other children can enjoy them 
(when it is safe to do so!).  

Thank you. 

Parking near the School 
We have received a number of complaints about the 
way some of our parents are parking at drop off/pick 
up times. Unfortunately, some of the complainants have 
been very rude and abusive towards the admin staff 
who have been dealing with the phone calls. 

We have asked parents on numerous occasions to park 
safely and legally, but too many of you don't. Your ac-
tions and behaviours are having a negative impact on 
the school. 

We would therefore kindly ask for your co-operation 
again.  Do not park on grass verges (residents in the 
Wensleydale area have reported grass verges being 
churned up), do not double parking and do not park 
dangerously at a junction making it difficult for other 
drivers exit the road safely. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception have had a great time exploring 
Bonfire Eve activities and enjoying preparing 
and eating tasty Bonfire treats! 

  

  

 

Social Distancing 
To help stop the spread of coronavirus please keep a safe 
distance from others when in public places. Remember, don’t 
shake hands or exchange physical greetings, stay 2 metres 
apart wherever possible and practice good hand hygiene. 

 

 



 

Reception, September 2021 Intake 
 

If you are applying to primary (reception class), junior or middles schools for September 2021, please be advised 
that Hertfordshire County Council’s online application system is now open.   
 
Yesterday, a leaflet was emailed home which provides guidance on how to apply.  If this is relevant to your child, 
please ensure you make a note of the important/deadline dates.  Please be advised the deadline to make an 
online application is 15th January 2021.  If you are making a paper application, the deadline is 7th January 2021.     
 
Shortly, we will advise you of our plans for reception visits.  Please check the website for this information. 
 
Applications should be made online at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions 
 
If you have any general enquiries regarding the application process, please contact Hertfordshire County Council 
directly.  

Hammond Academy is consulting on the proposed change to the length of the school day and is seeking re-
sponses from parents/carers. The proposed changes are: 

 School will be open 5 full days and will no longer finish at lunchtime on Fridays 

 The start and finish times of the school day will be slightly adjusted to accommodate the extra time on 
Friday afternoons (see below) 

 After school club will be open until 6pm on Fridays 

Should the changes be approved, they will come into force from 13th April 2021, which is the beginning of the 
summer term. 

The consultation period runs until Thursday 19th November 2020.  Please send any comments regarding the 
proposal to Hammond Academy directly via email to admin@hammondacademy.org.uk with the subject 
headed “Changes to the School Day”.  Or in writing “For the attention of Miss Anderson—Changes to the shool 
day”. Please put your letter in the post box which is on the wall outside the school office. 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions

