
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Along with this newsletter you have received a letter from Jim McManus, 
Hertfordshire’s Director of Public Health, providing you with a Covid-19 up-
date from a Hertfordshire perspective. Hertfordshire is in Tier 2 because 
Covid-19 transmission rates are high and we all need to continue to do eve-
rything we can to protect ourselves and others against coronavirus. My big-
gest area of concern is that some of you continue to stand around chatting 
to each other on site. Please don’t. The vast majority of you come onto site, 
drop-off or pick-up your children and leave – thank you. Christmas is not 
far away and I am sure none of us wants to spend the time in self-isolation 
so please make sure you follow our rules when you are on site. 

Unfortunately, over the last few weeks, there have been occasions when 
parents have shouted at other parents or other children because of disagree-
ments children have had in school. This behaviour is not acceptable and does 
not set a good example to our children. Being verbally aggressive does not 
solve problems, in fact it often makes problems worse. If you are cross or up-
set about something that has happened in school, please use the ‘Who 
should I talk to’ flowchart you received last term so that a member of staff 
can help resolve the problem. 

On a more positive note, you may have heard of the Catch-up Fund. This is 
money the government has given to every school to help children catch-up 
on learning they missed when school was closed to most children between 
March and September. We have received £32,000 and have already started 
using the money to provide additional support for children in reception, Y1, 
Y2 and Y6. Children in other year groups will be targeted for additional sup-
port later in the year. Our Catch-Up Plan is available on the school website 
and I encourage you to have a look at it so you can see the support we are 
providing for the children:  

http://hammondacademy.org.uk/our-school/statutory-
information 

Have a lovely weekend 

 

 Miss Anderson 
Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

8th Dec Deadline ref Consultation ref  
              “Admission rules” 
 
8th Dec Deadline to book  and/or 
              pay for Christmas dinner  
 
16th Dec Christmas Dinner  
 
16th Dec Jack & the Beanstalk Panto 
 
16th Dec Friend of Hammond  
               Christmas Jumper day! 
 
18th Dec End of Autumn Term 
 
5th Jan Start of Spring Term 
 
7th Jan Deadline for paper applic- 
             ations for Reception places in   
             Sept 2021 
 
15th Jan Deadline for online applica-

tions for Reception places 
in Sept 2021 

 
21st Jan  The Big Breakfast Lunch 
 
26th Feb Deadline for applications 
                for Nursery places for Sept 
                2021 
 

Attendance 

Well done to Y1 Coral class 
who are this week’s winners 

achieving 99.6% attendance:  
 

Target: 100%  

Newsletter 

Learning Hero of the Week 
The following children have been recognised in class for 

their achievements: 

Key stage 1 
Y1 Sunstone: Sophie, 

Y2 Jade: William, Y2 Pearl: Jessie,  
 

Key stage 2 
Y3 Diamond: Kasper, Y3 Emerald: Aasiya, 
Y4 Moonstone: Rafael, Y4 Sapphire: Riley,  

Y5 Citrine: Sasha, Y5 Jasper: Gabriela, Y5 Quartz: Max,  
Y6 Garnet: Samantha, Y6 Jet: Jayden K, Y6 Tigers Eye: Tobi, 

Early Years Stars of the 
Week 

 
Well done to this 

weeks stars! 
 

Nursery: Ella, Theodor, Alex, Evelin 
and Katy, 

 
Reception Crystal: Oliver B,  

 
Reception Topaz: Kyarah, 
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Football Club 
We have been given the go ahead to re-start football 
training!  This will resume next week with the Year 5 
team Monday (7th) and Year 6 teams Thursday 
(10th).  Both teams will now train all the way up until 
the Christmas break.  Please be aware that due to the 
lack of light the sessions will run from 3.30-4.15.  Please 
make sure you are keeping to social distancing guide-
lines when picking your child up after training. 

Any questions or concerns please contact me through 
the school office. 

Mr Rickman 

Emotional Wellbeing 
As we all know this year has been a challenge for us all; and you may have noticed your children are having 
more concerns regarding their own emotional wellbeing. 

Please encourage your child to talk and share their worries. 

They might find it easier to access an external service e.g. Childline or Kooth. 

The year 5 and year 6 pupils have been given a card with the contact details for both of these charities. 

Your online mental wellbeing community  

www.childline.org.uk/somethings-not-right   https://www.kooth.com/        

Pupil Wellbeing Questionnaire 
I am doing some research into how school supports the 
emotional wellbeing of pupils. 

Earlier in the week you will have received an email 
with a link to a survey. 

Thank you to those parents/carers who have already 
submitted their replies; if you are yet to respond I 
would kindly ask you to take a few moments to     
answer the questions. 

Mrs Bloomfield 

Year 3-6 ‘Muddy Santa Dash’ 
This year we will be holding a ‘Muddy San-
ta Dash’ cross country event on the morning 
of the 11th Dec. This event will be taking 

place in many schools across Hertfordshire to get into 
the Christmas spirit whilst also being active!  
 
The event will be held outside on the school field and 
each year group will have a time slot where they will 
take part in the activities. Your child will need to 
make sure they have spare clothes and PE shoes to 
take part in this event as it will be very muddy! 
Therefore please do not let your child wear any cloth-
ing which they do not want to get muddy. 
 
Your child may also wear a Santa hat to complete the 
course! Please be aware that if your child does not 
have appropriate spare clothes and PE shoes they will 
not be able to take part. They will need to come to 
school in their school uniform as usual.  
 
If you have any questions about this event please  
contact me via the school office.  
  
Mr Rickman  
PE Subject Leader  hamm0ndPE 

http://www.childline.org.uk/somethings-not-right
https://www.kooth.com/


 

Year 5 Jasper 
Timmy has arrived! Santa sent him all the way from 
the North Pole but he is not like any of the normal 
Santa helpers – he is quite special. In fact, he is one of 
the special elves – of which there is only a handful. 
We are very excited to have Timmy visiting us and 
hope that his reports back to Santa are favourable. 

Year 6 
Jet class have been learning about Anderson Shelters. They had to work within a team,  design a shelter, predict if 
the shelter will withstand the bomb ‘a can’ being dropped.  

 

 

If you have not done so already, please download our school gateway app from Google Play or the App Store 
and register as a new user. If you do not have a smart phone then please use the internet browser to join school 
gateway using the following link 

https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/register 

You will need your mobile number and email address that we have on record here to be able to register. A pin 
number will be issued when registered. 

School Gateway is an important tool for communication. Not only do we send out emails via this service but if we 
need you to see something urgently, we will send out text messages too.  

This system is also used for payments and permissions. If your child is in nursery, reception, year 1 or 2 and you do 
not pay for dinners, this does not mean that the gateway system is not needed as we will also use this as a way to 
gain permissions for things like food tasting in topics, watching films or short school trips. 

If you are having trouble registering or if you get the error message stating that the details do not match what we 
hold for you then please give the office a call on 01442 404020. 

Its beginning to look a lot 
like Christmas….. 

 
Friends of Hammond 
have kindly donated 
our Christmas tree 
again this year.  This 
has been located 
outside at the front 
of the school for  
everyone to enjoy. 

This certainly brings 
a bit of Christmas 
cheer to the school.  

 

https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/register


 

Winter Mini Reading Challenge 
Now the nights are drawing in, the Reading Agency’s winter mini reading challenge is here to help keep children 
reading over the winter holidays  

The Reading Agency have teamed up with award-winning inclusive publisher Knights Of to run an Everyone Is A 
Hero themed Mini Challenge to celebrate heroes in all their forms and keep children reading this winter. It features 
characters from Knights and Bikes, High Rise Mystery and the Run series. There is a free-to-access website featuring 
rewards and incentives for reading and reviewing books. It will all be run online (there are no packs) and will follow 
a similar format to the Summer Reading Challenge. There is a downloadable certificate at the end. 

How can children take part in the Winter Mini Challenge?  

The Winter Mini Challenge is run through The Reading Agency’s year-round children's website. To take part, children 
simply read three or more books - these can be any books of their choice. Every time they finish a book, they add it 
to their Challenge website profile and leave a short book review. Reaching their online reading goal will unlock a 
virtual badge and a special Everyone Is a Hero certificate to print off and keep! Here is a suggested reading list. This 
list is full of heroes that inspire, challenge and push the definition of what it means to be a hero. These and many 
more heroic titles can be reserved and collected from Hertfordshire Libraries even whilst libraries are not open for 
browsing. 

Children can access the challenge at http://www.wintermini.org.uk  The Winter Mini Challenge started on 
Tuesday 1st December 2020 and finishes on Friday 15th January 2021. 

Poetry Rewards 
Last year's year sixes entered the premier League primary 
stars poetry competition. The premier League highly com-
mended our school's effort and, as a reward, sent us some 
wonderful poetry books to enjoy and share. 

Nursery Admissions for 2021/22 
September 2021 intake 
(for children born between 1st September 2017 to 31st 
August 2018) 
Applications open on Monday 16th November 
2020 
Hammond Academy as part of Aspire Academies Trust 
will have 60 places to offer in our Nursery in September 
2021. We will be offering 15 hours per week, Monday to 
Friday (term time only). 
 
Due to Covid-19 regulations we are unable to offer tours 
of the school during this second lockdown. However, if 
you feel a visit would be helpful, we may be able to ac-
commodate one parent to visit during the school day or 
at 3.40pm on an appointment basis only after 2nd De-
cember. These visits will be limited to the outside of the 
building. In the meantime, please explore our website, 
where you will find lots of information about the school. 
If you have any questions you would like to ask us, 
please email admis-
sions@hammondacademy.org.uk or phone 01442 
404020, and we will be happy to help. 
Deadline to apply: Friday 26th February 2021 at 
9 am 
Offers will be made on Monday 8th March 2021 

Hammond Academy is consulting on the proposed admission arrangements for the school year 2022/23 
and is seeking responses from parents/carers, schools and community groups.  The proposed changes are:   

 To amend the wording to Rule 5 – Nearest School: Children for whom it is the nearest school or acade-
my.  This includes all schools except those which allocate places on the basis of faith (membership or 
practice) before allocating on the basis of distance/location. 

 The definition Multiple Births.  The school, as the admission authority will admit over the school’s pub-
lished admission number when a single twin/multiple birth child is allocated a place at the school. 

 
The consultation period runs from 26th October 2020 to 6th December 2020.  Please send any com-
ments regarding the proposal to Hammond Academy directly at admissions@hammondacademy.org.uk 

http://www.wintermini.org.uk
mailto:admissions@hammondacademy.org.uk

