
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been lovely hearing all of your positive comments with regards to us 
being out on duty outside every morning and afternoon - I think you'll agree 
that our presence out there has definitely made a difference. Thank you for 
your virtual high fives and thumbs up – it’s nice to have your support. As I 
mentioned in our letter though, we are unable to be out there twice a day 
every day, due to our large workload at the moment so we would really like 
to call upon some of you to help us. Unfortunately we haven’t received any 
helpers yet – so please do come forward if you would like to help make a 
positive impact.  

We are pleased that Pennine Way is now re-open.  Thank you to our site 
manager and the council for clearing this and for making it as safe as possi-
ble for our school community. 

I also just want to take this opportunity to remind you that teachers have 
been told not to speak to parents at drop off and pick up times as this is on 
our school’s risk assessment. I know this can be hard for both teachers and 
parents but we need to ensure that we are keeping everybody as safe as 
possible. If you do need to speak to your child’s class teacher, please phone 
the office and they will try to contact you as soon as they can. Thank you. 

I hope you all have a wonderful weekend – I am sure many of you will be 
spending it putting up your Christmas trees (I certainly will be!) Enjoy!  

Take care and stay safe, 

 Miss Graham 
Deputy Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

8th Dec Deadline ref Consultation ref  
              “Admission rules” 
 
8th Dec Deadline to book  and/or 
              pay for Christmas dinner  
 
16th Dec Christmas Dinner  
 
16th Dec Jack & the Beanstalk Panto 
 
16th Dec Friend of Hammond  
               Christmas Jumper day! 
 
18th Dec End of Autumn Term 
 
7th Jan Deadline for paper applic- 
             ations for Reception places in   
             Sept 2021 
 
15th Jan Deadline for online applica-

tions for Reception places 
in Sept 2021 

 
26th Feb Deadline for applications 
                for Nursery places for Sept 
                2021 

Attendance 

Well done to Y5 Citrine class who 
are this week’s winners 

achieving 100% attendance:  
 

Target: 100%  

Newsletter 

Learning Hero of the Week 
The following children have been recognised in class for 

their achievements: 

Key stage 1 
Y1 Coral: Aiden,  Year 1 Sunstone: David, 

Y2 Jade Freddie, Year 2 Pearl: Drisha,  
Key stage 2 

Y3 Diamond Sammy, Y3 Emerald: Joshua, 
Year 4 Moonstone: Liam, Y4 Sapphire: Vedel,  

Y5 Citrine: Oliver, Y5 Jasper: Mylo, Y5 Quartz Rohan,  
Y6 Garnet: Tianna, Y6 Tigers Eye: Millie, 

Early Years Stars of the 
Week 

 
Well done to this 

weeks stars! 
 

Nursery: Evelin, 
 

Reception Crystal: Oliver O,  
 

Reception Topaz: Elsie, 
 

IF YOU MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR SOMEONE DIFFERENT TO COLLECT YOUR CHILD, YOU MUST INFORM 
THE SCHOOL OFFICE.  THEY CAN THEN LET THE CLASS TEACHER KNOW WHO THIS WILL BE AND AVOID 
ANY DELAYS DURING PICK UP TIME. 

https://instagram.com/


 
 

 
 

 

 

Aspire 
We've had a couple of busy weeks. Ms Shergill met 
with Knutsford's PSHE leader to discuss the recent 
changes to the PSHE curriculum and the resources 
that Hammond and Knutsford use to teach the pu-
berty aspects of the Y5 and Y6 curriculum. Mrs Hiles 
led a meeting with the literacy leaders from all the 
Aspire schools to discuss ways of aligning our methods 
of assessing reading and writing. Ms Matthews, Ms 
Shergill and Mrs Hiles attended the final part of the 
Aspiring Leaders course led by Mr Evans, Executive 
Principal. 

Updated Medical Information 
It is important that the school are kept up-to-date 
with any new medical conditions associated with your 
child. 

If your child has had a recent diagnosis or developed 
an allergy or intolerance to something, we need to 
know about it. 

Please contact the school in writing and pop in the 
postbox on the wall outside the school office, alterna-
tively you can email this to: 

admin@hammondacademy.org.uk 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

Kind regards, 

The School Office 

Tissues and hand Sanitiser 
We would be very grateful if parents of children in Y1 - 
Y6 were able to provide their children with their own 
box of tissues and some hand sanitiser as this will help 
us to keep our costs down. Many of you are already 
doing this - thank you. 

 

It’s cold outside…. 
Please ensure your child is wrapped up in 
a warm coat, hat and gloves now the 
colder weather is here.   

As always please ensure all items are labelled clearly 
with the child’s name and class.  

Year 2 Phonics 
Well done to all of Year 2 for giving it their best during 
their phonics screening this week! 

Christmas Cards 
Unfortunately, we cannot have a central post box for 
children to post Christmas cards to each other this 
year. Instead, if children wish to send Christmas cards, 
they should send them to children in their own year 
group only or send one card to the whole class. These 
cards will be put into quarantine for 72 hours before 
being distributed. Please do not bring in cards for 
children in other year groups as we need to ensure 
we keep each bubble of children as safe as possible. 

There is no need to send Christmas cards to individual 
members of staff this year, instead, you could send 
one card to the whole staff and post it in the post box 
outside the office. After being quar-
antined for 72 hours, these will be 
displayed in one of the staffrooms. 



 

Situations Vacant   

Christmas Jumper day—16th December! 
Friends of Hammond will be hosting their first (and last) fundraising event of 2020!  
 
Unfortunately due to the pandemic our fundraising efforts have really suffered this year and we have been 
unable to bring you our usual events, such as the termly school discos, Summer fair and our annual Christmas 
fair. So on 16th December, all of our children will be invited into school in their Christmas Jumpers (worn with 
their school trousers/school skirts) in exchange for a donation.  As this date coincides with the school Christmas 
dinner and Panto, they will be sure to get into the festive spirit!  
 
All donations will be gladly received (please send in to the class teacher on the day) and will be going towards 
raising the much needed funds for Chrome books for all students to enjoy.  
 
Look out for further dates of events and updates from Friends of Hammond in 2021, all will be with Govern-
ment Guidelines and we hope to bring our community back together.  
 
Thank you in advance for your continued support. 

 
 

Year 1 
Coral class visited virtual Paris, the capital of Fashion.  Designing their 
own 2020 collections for their puppet designs.  

 

Friends of Hammond  

Breakfast & After-School Club Leader 

After almost 32 years at Hammond, Mrs Uezzell is 
retiring at the end of this term and we are therefore 
advertising for someone to lead our breakfast and 
after school club provision.  

This would be an ideal job for a Hammond parent. 
Full details are in the link below, but please contact 
me if you would like an informal discussion about the 
role. 

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/
view,breakfast-after-school-club-leader_61792.htm 

Kind regards, 
 
Elizabeth Gibson 
School Business Manager 

Mid-day Supervisory Assistant 

We also have a vacancy for a Mid-day Supervisory 
Assistant for our lunchtime provision.  This would 
ideally suit a parent who enjoys working with       
children and who is looking for part-time, term time 
only work. Further details are available here: 

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job.htm?
keyword=Hammond%20Academy 

Kind regards, 
 
Elizabeth Gibson 
School Business Manager 
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Year 6 

Maths 
Year six have just finished four weeks of work on 
fractions.  
We have worked on how to simplify, add and 
subtract, represent, convert and problem solve 
with fractions. I have been impressed by the pro-
gress made by the children as well as the improve-
ments in their vocabulary and reasoning 
skills.Here are some examples of excellent presen-
tation and work. 

Science 
Year Six have been writing science news 
reports, following our heart dissection 
lesson attached.  
 

Families Hertfordshire Magazine Nov/Dec 2020 

Families Hertfordshire Magazine, have sent us this quick update. 

You may have noticed that you haven’t received copies of the magazine for some 
time. The main reason for this is the impact of Covid-19, and also the fact we’ve 
moved to a digital-only edition at some of our distribution points. 

This is more business-friendly and also reduces our impact on the environment. 

The digital version of the magazine, is full of home-based activities and Christ-
mas fun that are appropriate for this new lockdown situation.  There are some 
great competitions too!  

A link to this magazine was emailed to parents earlier today!  



 

Nursery Admissions for 2021/22 
September 2021 intake 
(for children born between 1st September 2017 to 31st August 2018) 
Applications open on Monday 16th November 2020 
Hammond Academy as part of Aspire Academies Trust will have 60 places to offer in our Nursery in September 2021. We will 
be offering 15 hours per week, Monday to Friday (term time only). 
 
Due to Covid-19 regulations we are unable to offer tours of the school during this second lockdown. However, if you feel a visit 
would be helpful, we may be able to accommodate one parent to visit during the school day or at 3.40pm on an appointment 
basis only after 2nd December. These visits will be limited to the outside of the building. In the meantime, please explore our 
website, where you will find lots of information about the school. If you have any questions you would like to ask us, please 
email admissions@hammondacademy.org.uk or phone 01442 404020, and we will be happy to help. 
Deadline to apply: Friday 26th February 2021 at 9 am 
Offers will be made on Monday 8th March 2021 

Hammond Academy is consulting on the proposed admission arrangements for the school year 2022/23 and is seeking re-
sponses from parents/carers, schools and community groups.  The proposed changes are:   

 To amend the wording to Rule 5 – Nearest School: Children for whom it is the nearest school or academy.  This includes 
all schools except those which allocate places on the basis of faith (membership or practice) before allocating on the basis 
of distance/location. 

 The definition Multiple Births.  The school, as the admission authority will admit over the school’s published admission 
number when a single twin/multiple birth child is allocated a place at the school. 

 
The consultation period runs from 26th October 2020 to 6th December 2020.  Please send any comments regarding the pro-
posal to Hammond Academy directly at admissions@hammondacademy.org.uk 

Updated Covid-19 information  

Some children have told us they have been having play dates and sleepovers.  

This is ILLEGAL and puts our school community at risk. 

The following is from the Gov.UK website 

Meeting others safely: 
 You must not meet with another person socially or undertake any activities with another person.  

 You can exercise or meet in a public, outdoors space with people you live with, your support bubble or with one other 
person. 

 When around other people, stay 2 metres apart from anyone not in your household - meaning the people you live 
with - or your support bubble. Where this is not possible, stay 1 metre apart with extra precautions (e.g. wearing a face 
covering). 

 You must not meet socially indoors with family or friends unless they are part of your household or support bubble. 
A support bubble is where a household with one adult joins with another household. Households in that support bub-
ble can still visit each other, stay overnight in each other’s households, and visit outdoor public places together. 

 You cannot meet people in a private garden unless you live with them or have formed a support bubble with them. 

What to do if your child receives a positive Covid test result 

So that we can keep our school community safe, it is vital that you let us know immediately if your child or a member 

of your child’s household tests positive for Covid-19. 

1. During school hours, phone the school office immediately and tell us your child or a member of your child’s 

house hold has tested positive. Phone: 01442 404020 

 

2.  Out of school hours, email admin@hammondacademy.org.uk immediately. State your child’s full name and 
class, whether it is your child or another member of your child’s household who has tested positive, and provide 
a contact number for us to phone you. 

 

Please note: the admin account is monitored out of hours so we can check for Covid test results –emails about other 

matters will not be answered out of hours. 

In the event of a positive case, we will contact the Department for Education (DfE) for advice on the action to take. 
The DfE dictates what happens next and we must abide by what they say. 
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