
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Although these times are rather unusual and somewhat challenging, it is great to see 
that there is still a lovely atmosphere in classrooms. It has been wonderful seeing chil-
dren so engaged in their learning. I have been working with Year 4 a lot recently on 
prove it type questions in Maths. They have been justifying their answers through the 
CPA approach (Concrete, Pictorial and Abstract) and have deepened their under-
standing as a result. Well done Year 4! I’ve been speaking to lots of Year 3 children 
who have been enjoying reading The Twits (one of my childhood favourites!) and 
predicting what may happen later on in the chapter. Across the school, it’s been good 
to see that children have been really engaged in their reading – they have been en-
grossed in their new class books. I know the evenings can be incredibly busy, but 
please do make sure that you hear your children read for at least 20 minutes, 3 times 
a week and/or ask them questions about what they are reading. It makes such a 
huge difference to both their reading and writing skills.  

It has been lovely seeing all of you in the mornings at the gate; it’s nice to watch how 
excited and eager our children are coming in to school. Thank you for all of your kind 
words and support – they really do mean a lot. We all work incredibly hard in school 
to ensure that not only our children, but our school community is safe, so it’s lovely to 
hear that this doesn’t go unnoticed. As you know, this week we decided to decrease 
the staggered times from 10 minute slots to 5 minute slots. Please do make sure that 
you keep to your allocated slot to ensure that everyone is safe.  

I hope you all have a lovely weekend. 

Kind regards,  

Miss Graham 
Deputy Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

28th Sept—Year 6 Sex and Rela-
tionship Education 
 

19th Oct— Year 5 Jasper Parents 
Evening (3.40 to 6pm) 

 

20th Oct—Whole School Parents 
Evening (3.50pm  to 6pm) 

 

21st October—Whole School (except 
Year 5 Jasper) Parents Evening 
(4.30pm to 7pm) 

 
22nd October—Year 6 Online 
Health Questionnaire 
 
26th to 30th October—Half Term  

31st October—Deadline for Second-
ary School applications for 2021 

2nd November—INSET Day (School 
closed) 

10th November—Flu Vaccinations 
(tbc) 

18th December—End of Term 

 

Attendance 

Well done to Y1 Coral class who are 

this week’s winners achieving 99% 
attendance.  

Target 100% 

Newsletter 

Learning Hero of the Week 
The following children have been recognised in class for 

their achievements: 

Key stage 1 
Y1 Coral: Emily, Year 1 Sunstone: Jessa, 

Year 2 Pearl: Zach N, Year 2 Jade: Toby, 

 

Keystage 2 
Year 3 Diamond: Taylor, Year 3 Emerald: Oscar, 

Year 4 Moonstone: Ashley, Year 4 Sapphire: Sonny, 

 

Early Years Stars of the Week 
 

Nursery:  Deo, Evelin, Archie,  

 
Reception Crystal: Caoimhe,  Reception Topaz: Humza, 

YEAR 6 PARENTS 
 

PLEASE BE REMINDED THAT 
THE DEADLINE TO APPLY FOR 
A SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACE 
(YEAR 7) FOR YOUR CHILD IS: 

31ST OCTOBER 2020 



 

COVID reminders 
To keep our school community as safe as possible it is important we all follow the rules. 
 
Symptoms: a new continuous cough and/or high temperature and/or a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell. 
Get a test if any one of these symptoms is displayed.  
 
Calpol: do not give your child Calpol and send them to school if they have a high temperature. A high temperature is a 
COVID symptom and your child must be tested. They cannot attend school until you show us they have had a negative 
test result. 
 
The rule of 6: remember, it is illegal for groups of more than six people to take part in social gatherings. Do not stand 
around chatting with other families when you drop-off or pick-up your child. Children are included in the rule of six. 
 
Fitness trail and tyres: these are allocated to just one year group of children per week to use at playtimes. Please do 
not allow your children to play on them after school as this increases the risk of infection. 

 

 

 

Some of you may already use this app, however we would like to raise awareness of the Covid Symptom Study app. There are 
currently over 4 million people using this app. With cases on the increase, the scientists behind it are looking for more people to 
use the app so they can try to prevent the virus getting out of control. It takes less than a minute a day. You are sent a reminder 
each day to report how you are feeling. If you click 'I feel physically normal', that's you done for the day. If you click 'I'm not feeling 
quite right', you are then asked to click which symptoms you are experiencing. You can download the app from Google Play Store 
or Apple App Store - It's a very simple way of doing your bit for science and helping to keep us all safe. 

What to do if your child receives a positive Covid test result 
 

So that we can keep our school community safe, it is vital that you let us know immediately if your child or a mem-
ber of your child’s household tests positive for Covid-19. 
 
1. During school hours, phone the school office immediately and tell us your child or a member of your child’s 
household has tested positive. Phone: 01442 404020 
Out of school hours, email admin@hammondacademy.org.uk immediately. State your child’s full name and class, 
whether it is your child or another member of your child’s household who has tested positive, and provide a contact 
number for us to phone you. 
 
Please note: the admin account is monitored out of hours so we can check for Covid test results –emails about other 
matters will not be answered out of hours. 
 
In the event of a positive case, we will contact the Department for Education (DfE) for advice on the action to take. 
The DfE dictates what happens next and we must abide by what they say.  

Staggered Start and Finish Times 
The staggered finish time is working very well – thank 
you for your cooperation. 

We remain concerned about the number of parents 
bringing their children to school at the wrong time at 
the start of the day - this is resulting in over-crowding. 
Yesterday you received a letter from Hertfordshire 
County Council explaining that the numbers of people 
infected are rising across Hertfordshire, especially in 
younger people. We are doing everything we can to 
keep your children safe in school, please Play Your 
Part by keeping them safe on their way to school by 
arriving at the time you have been allocated. 

Water Bottles 
Please remember to 
send your child into 
school with a water bot-
tle every day! 

It is important that the 
children keep hydrated 
throughout the day. 

mailto:admin@hammondacademy.org.uk


 

 

 

 

Reception Crystal  
Crystal class continue to settle into Reception – we have been thinking about what we are ‘good at’! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery & Reception Children 
Can Parents please ensure we have a named pair of wellington boots in school by next Friday (2nd October) at 
the latest!  

Thank you.  

The EYFS Team  

 

 
On Monday, Charlotte from the Happy Human Project ran a free webinar on Helping 
Children to Manage Big Emotions. She explained the science behind children's' brains 
and why they feel such big feelings. The webinar gave parents a greater understand-
ing of what emotions are and how to talk about them with children. Charlotte provid-
ed listeners with strategies and activities to try with children to help them begin to 
understand their feelings and then regulate them in appropriate and soothing ways. If 
you'd like to join a future webinar by Charlotte on this topic, get in touch with her at 
hello@happyhumanproject.co.uk and she will send you the booking link. 

Parents Evening  
We are please to let you know that we will be going 
ahead with parents evening this year. This will be a 
telephone appointment. Details of how to book was 
emailed to parents yesterday. The dates are as follows. 

 Year 5 Jasper – Monday  19th October 3.40 to 
6pm 

 Whole School – Tuesday 20th October 3.50pm  to 
6pm (including Year 5 Jasper) 

 Whole School – Wednesday 21st October 4.30pm 
to 7pm (except Year 5 Jasper) 

 

Note: This system will open Friday 25th September at 
6pm and close on Sunday 11th October 4pm.  

Nursery 
This week Nursery explored how to make marks. We 
made handprints, tracks in the sand with cars and 
we did chalking outside. The children have also 
loved singing the song Open Shut them. 

mailto:hello@happyhumanproject.co.uk

