
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Although this half term has been a bit unusual, it has been wonderful to see how 
successful it has been for our children at Hammond. They really have settled in to 
their new routines so nicely. Well done to them and thank you to all of our teaching 
and support staff who have made the transition so smooth for our children. I 
thought I’d just share what a couple of our children said to me at lunch time “I love 
school; I love my teacher and I love learning and being with my friends”. Another 
said “I enjoy being at school – I really like having lunch with my friends and I like 
learning lots about new things. School is cool”.  

I’ve been looking in many of the children’s books this week – wow! You can already 
see such a difference in the children’s handwriting and presentation compared to the 
beginning of the year. Our children are trying incredibly hard to form, and higher up 
in the school, join their letters and most importantly, in all lessons – not just hand-
writing ones.  The children (and teachers!) still love using the visualizers – it really 
helps the children see how they form their letters. Please do ask them to show you 
their handwriting at home! 

As you know, we’ve also had parents evening this week too. I hear they went really 
well. Although they mean late nights for our teachers, our staff were actually look-
ing forward to having the opportunity to speak with you – they too find it really 
difficult not being able to catch you at the end of the day like they used to. Some of 
you have said that you prefer them on the phone as it saves a lot of your evening. 
Please do let us know how you found parents evening this year – we love to hear 
your feedback. 

I hope you all have a wonderful and restful half term. 

 
Miss Graham 

Deputy Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

26th to 30th October—Half Term  
 
31st Oct—Deadline for Secondary 
School applications for 2021 
 
2nd Nov—INSET Day (School closed) 
 
10th Nov—Flu Vaccinations  
 
13th Nov—Children in Need, PJ day 
 
18th Dec—End of Term 

Attendance 

Well done to Nursery class who are 

this week’s winners  

achieving 100% attendance.  
 

Target 100% 

Newsletter 

Learning Hero of the Week 
The following children have been recognised in class for their achievements: 

Key stage 1 
Y1 Coral: Ian, Y1 Sunstone Harvey, 

Y2 Jade Penny, Year 2 Pearl: Trisha & Semmy ,  
 

Key stage 2 
Year 3 Diamond David, Year 3 Emerald: Rhys, 

Year 4 Moonstone: Shelley,  
Year 5 Jasper: Bethanie, Year 5 Quartz Caitlan,  

 

Early Years Stars of the 
Week 

Well done to this 
weeks stars! 

 
Nursery: Riley & Daisy,  

 
Reception Crystal: Heath,   

 
Reception Topaz: Isla, 

 

Year 6 Moving On 
The deadline to apply for a (Year 
7) secondary school place for Sep-

tember 2021 is: 31st Oct 2020 

Message from Miss Anderson 
At the Local Advisory Board meeting earlier this month, governors agreed to my proposal to change the school day to full days, 
Monday - Friday, from the start of the summer term 2021. This means school will not finish early on Fridays. This proposal was 
agreed by Aspire's trustees at their meeting last week. A formal consultation with parents and staff will start after the half term 
holiday and I will explain my reasons for the proposed change in the letter you receive as part of the consultation.  

Your thoughts on this proposal will be welcomed once the formal consultation starts next half term and all views will be consid-
ered by the governors. No firm decision has been made at present, and any changes made will not start until summer 2021. 



 

 

 

 

Year 5 
In year 5 Jasper, we have been developing our sketching tech-
niques. We have learnt how to sketch 3D shapes with perspective.  

Year 6 
Yesterday parents were emailed a calcula-
tion guide, detailing the calculation meth-
ods that we teach in year six. As well as 
showing the methods taught for each op-
eration, we have also included some prac-
tice questions. These questions can be easily 
adapted for home practice.  
 
Little and often would make a huge differ-
ence to children's achievement and confi-
dence in Maths. 
  
Kind regards, 
 
John Nanson 
Year Six Teacher, 
Maths Leader and Primary Lead  
Practitioner (Maths) for Aspire  
Academies Trust 

Be Bright, Be Seen 

With daylight saving time due to end this weekend, it is a good time to remind Parents and Children about the 
“be bright, be seen” campaign.  During the dark Autumn and Winter months pedestrians can often become invisi-
ble to drivers.  Always remember to be bright and reflective when walking, cycling or running at night. 
 
Be Safe, Be Seen. We all need to be seen to keep us safe and to let other road users know that we are there. 
Being seen is very important for our safety. Many serious accidents happen because drivers do not see other 
road users until it is too late. 
 

EVERY POPPY 

COUNTS…. 

We will continue to offer 
Poppies to the children after 
half term. 

Thank you to all those who have donated 
so far. 

French 
Linguascope.com 

Please encourage your child to log on to the above 
website.  This has a fantastic range of games to rein-
force the French that the children from Years 2-6 
learn in school.  Your child may also enjoy exploring 
other languages of their choice! 

Links Family Support Surgery 
The next surgery with our Family Support Worker, Shelley Bright, is scheduled for Wednesday 4th November 
2020.  This is a very useful service for all members of the school community.  It is a personal and confidential service 
that addresses any needs or concerns raised by the family.  Including housing, childs behaviour, parenting advice, 
financial worries etc.   

If this is something you feel you would benefit from the please contact the school office and they will confirm your 
appointment.  Alternatively, please email the pastoral team: wellbeing@hammondacademy.org.uk 

mailto:wellbeing@hammondacademy.org.uk


 

 

 

 

Year 3 
This term Year 3 have been creating some lovely cave paintings…. 

 

Football Teams 2020/21 
“A massive well done to all boys who came to the football trials this week.  I’m pleased to announce that these 
will be the boys who will represent our school this year!”  Mr Rickman 

 Year 5    Year 6B     Year 6A 

 Damian—Captain  Tiger     Bobby 

 Elian    Leo      Charlie  

 Rohan    Faraz     Lewis 

 Jonathan   Jack—Captain    Freddie-Captain 

 Jacob    Bradley     Cayden 

 David J    Clayton     Kiami 

 Samuel    Callum     Brodie 

 Ethan    Bogden     Kelly 

 Matthew   Connor     Leon 

 George    Ryan     Naitik 

 Oliver    Jayden 

Tiny Happy People  

I would like to signpost parents/carers particularly to those with Children in KS1 and Early Years or younger to a new website 
launched by the BBC: https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people 

What is Tiny Happy People? - BBC Tiny Happy People 

Tiny Happy People can help you develop your child’s language and communication skills, 
so they get the best start in life. It's full of activities and things to do with your children to 
help ... 

www.bbc.co.uk  

It has some wonderful links to advice and activities to develop your child com-
munication skills. 

"Tiny Happy People can help you develop your child’s language and communication skills, so they get the best start in life.  
We’ll show you why and how you can bond with your child, before they’re born and throughout their early lives – it’s never 
too early to start.  
Our ideas and activities are easy to build into your daily routine. They’re quick and inspiring, but they’re also based on expert 
advice and evidence, and are proven to help your child’s development. " 
 
Debbie Bloomfield 
SENDCO 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/what-is-tiny-happy-people/z6c9y9q#:~:text=Tiny%20Happy%20People%20can%20help%20you%20develop%20your,are%20easy%20to%20build%20into%20your%20daily%20routine.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/what-is-tiny-happy-people/z6c9y9q#:~:text=Tiny%20Happy%20People%20can%20help%20you%20develop%20your,are%20easy%20to%20build%20into%20your%20daily%20routine.
http://www.bbc.co.uk


 

COVID reminders 
To keep our school community as safe as possible it is important we all follow the rules. 
 
Symptoms: a new continuous cough and/or high temperature and/or a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell. 
Get a test if any one of these symptoms is displayed.  
 
Calpol: do not give your child Calpol and send them to school if they have a high temperature. A high temperature is a 
COVID symptom and your child must be tested. They cannot attend school until you show us they have had a negative test 
result. 
 
The rule of 6: remember, it is illegal for groups of more than six people to take part in social gatherings. Do not stand 
around chatting with other families when you drop-off or pick-up your child. Children are included in the rule of six. 
 
Fitness trail and tyres: these are allocated to just one year group of children per week to use at playtimes. Please do 
not allow your children to play on them after school as this increases the risk of infection. 

What to do if your child receives a positive Covid test result 
 

So that we can keep our school community safe, it is vital that you let us know immediately if your child or a mem-
ber of your child’s household tests positive for Covid-19. 
 
1. During school hours, phone the school office immediately and tell us your child or a member of your child’s 
household has tested positive. Phone: 01442 404020 
Out of school hours, email admin@hammondacademy.org.uk immediately. State your child’s full name and class, 
whether it is your child or another member of your child’s household who has tested positive, and provide a contact 
number for us to phone you. 
 
Please note: the admin account is monitored out of hours so we can check for Covid test results –emails about other 
matters will not be answered out of hours. 
 
In the event of a positive case, we will contact the Department for Education (DfE) for advice on the action to take. 
The DfE dictates what happens next and we must abide by what they say.  

Hammond Academy is consulting on the proposed admission arrangements for the school year 2022/23 and is 
seeking responses from parents/carers, schools and community groups.  The proposed changes are:   

 To amend the wording to Rule 5 – Nearest School: Children for whom it is the nearest school or acade-
my.  This includes all schools except those which allocate places on the basis of faith (membership or practice) 
before allocating on the basis of distance/location. 

 The definition Multiple Births.  The school, as the admission authority will admit over the school’s published 
admission number when a single twin/multiple birth child is allocated a place at the school. 

The consultation period runs from 26th October 2020 to 6th December 2020.  Please send any comments regarding 
the proposal to Hammond Academy directly at admissions@hammondacademy.org.uk 

Girls and their skirts 
The vast majority of children come to school smartly 
dressed in their school uniform, but some girls are 
wearing shorts instead of a skirt. Our uniform policy 
states that girls can wear black trousers, black cu-
lottes or black skirts. Shorts form part of the PE uni-
form, not the day-to-day uniform. Also, some girls 
are wearing skirts that are far too short for school. To 
put it bluntly - the hem of the skirt should be closer 
to the knees than the bottom. When the children re-
turn to school after half term, all girls should be wear-
ing a skirt, trousers or culottes. Skirts should be worn 
at an appropriate length.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Miss Anderson 

PJ Day—Children in Need 
We know things have been particularly difficult this 
year, but together, we really can make a huge differ-
ence in a time when it’s needed most.  Research shows 
that right now the coronavirus pandemic is having a 
huge impact on the mental health and wellbeing of 
UK children, and for those who were already facing 
disadvantages, life has become incredibly difficult. 

On 13th November 2020 we will be inviting children 
into school dressed in their PJ’s, in exchange for a sug-
gested donation of £1 towards 
the Children in Need appeal. 

mailto:admin@hammondacademy.org.uk
mailto:admissions@hammondacademy.org.uk

