
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As this most unusual of terms draws to a close, we would like to 
thank all staff, parents and children who have tried so hard to 
keep the team spirit alive and been so responsible in keeping up 
with and following the ever changing rules. Please do read the 
Coronavirus page later in this newsletter where you will find an 
important message from Hertfordshire County Council and a re-
minder about what to do if your child tests positive during the holidays.  

Although the theme of the term has often felt like it has been nothing but Covid, we 
have in fact made great progress with the school’s priorities for this year. Handwrit-
ing and presentation have improved throughout the school and although there is 
more work to be done to support some children, we are very pleased with the im-
provements we have seen so far. An external consultant led a review into the quali-
ty of teaching and learning in reading and writing. It was a highly successful day 
that identified we have made ‘significant improvements’ since our Ofsted inspection 
last year. We have introduced a new homework policy that seems to be working 
well and we have introduced our half-termly curriculum letters for parents to keep 
you more informed of the learning your children are doing in school. We have some 
exciting plans for next term too, including establishing a Parent Forum so please 
look out for information on this next half term. 

As the term draws to a close, we have tried to give the children an enjoyable, all be 
it different, Christmas experience. Our fabulous catering team provided us with a 
lovely Christmas lunch on Wednesday. Some classes had a festive Christmas lunch in 
their classroom but we made sure we got all of the Y6 children together in the hall 
to enjoy their final Christmas lunch at Hammond – for some of the children it was 
the first time they had been in the hall since the first lockdown in March! The chil-
dren also enjoyed their virtual panto, kindly funded by the Friends of Hammond. 

On behalf of the staff, we would like to thank you for your presents, cards and good 
wishes that have been received - they are much appreciated. All that is left now is 
to wish you a safe and happy holiday; it will be a different Christmas this year but 
we can all look forward to a good rest and, hopefully, dry weather so we can spend 
time outside. Let’s look forward to a better New Year and 2021! We look forward to 
seeing you on Tuesday 5th January. 

Happy Christmas 

 

  Miss Anderson  Miss Graham   
  Principal  Deputy Principal  
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Forthcoming Dates: 

18th Dec End of Autumn Term 
 
4th Jan  INSET DAY   
 
5th Jan Start of Spring Term (Children  
             return to school) 
 
7th Jan Paper application deadline 
            for applications for Reception  
            places in Sept 2021 
 
15th Jan Online application deadline  
              for Reception places in Sept  
              2021 
 
21st Jan  The Big Breakfast Lunch 
 
15th—19th Feb HALF TERM 
 
22nd Feb INSET DAY 
 
26th Feb Deadline for applications 
                for Nursery places for Sept 
                2021 
 
8th Mar Nursery Places Offered 
 
 
 

Attendance 

Well done to Y1 Coral class 
who are this week’s winners 

achieving 99.2% attendance:  
Target: 100%  

Newsletter 

Farewell Mrs Uezzell 
On Wednesday, we held a virtual assembly to say 
goodbye to Mrs Uezzell. The children shared some 
great ideas for how she should spend her retire-
ment (gardening, resting and travelling in her 
campervan) and one child from each year group 
presented her with the books and cards each class 
has made. These are full of wonderful memories 
the children have of Mrs Uezzell and while they 
might bring a tear to her eye when she reads 
them, we are sure she will treasure them for many 
years. We also presented her with the gifts that 
were bought from contributions made by parents 
and staff. Mrs Uezzell is a much loved member of 
staff and we will all miss her. 

https://instagram.com/


 
 

 Reception intake for September 2021: Have you applied? 
Please be aware that the deadline for applications to Reception is Friday 15 January 2021.  Applications need 
to be made by the closing date to ensure it is considered as on-time. 

You should apply online at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions or alternatively if you cannot access the  internet, 
please request a printed version of the     website information and application form from the Hertfordshire County 
Council Customer Service Centre by calling 0300 123 4043. 

Thank you. 

Nursery Admissions for 2021/22 
September 2021 intake 
(for children born between 1st September 2017 to 31st August 2018) 
Applications open on Monday 16th November 2020 
Hammond Academy as part of Aspire Academies Trust will have 60 places to offer in our Nursery in September 2021. We will 
be offering 15 hours per week, Monday to Friday (term time only). 
 
Due to Covid-19 regulations we are unable to offer tours of the school during this second lockdown. However, if you feel a 
visit would be helpful, we may be able to accommodate one parent to visit during the school day or at 3.40pm on an ap-
pointment basis only after 2nd December. These visits will be limited to the outside of the building. In the meantime, please 
explore our website, where you will find lots of information about the school. If you have any questions you would like to ask 
us, please email: 
 
admissions@hammondacademy.org.uk or phone 01442 404020, and we will be happy to help. 
 
Deadline to apply: Friday 26th February 2021 at 9am 
Offers will be made on Monday 8th March 2021 

 

Thank you to all those who donated to the Friends of Hammond Christmas jumper day on 
Wednesday.  All monies will go towards fundraising for Chrome books for the children to 
use in class.  

 

 

 

Link Family Services 
Link Family Services offers a personal and confiden-
tial service that addresses any needs or concerns 
raised by the family.  This is a FREE term time only 
service to parents and their children attending 
schools within their partnership. 

School Family Support workers can assist parents to 
resolve their concerns by working in partnership 
with them and/or by finding the support they need.  
They can help them to get in touch with organisa-
tions with the specialist skills and knowledge to help. 

The next telephone surgery will be held on the 
morning of:  

 12th January 2021 

 9th February 2021 

Please contact  

If you wish to make an appointment please contact 
the school office. 

 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions


 

A message from Hertfordshire County Council 
Hertfordshire County Council has asked us to share the following important information with you following a sig-
nificant increase in coronavirus infections amongst 12-16 year olds: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Thank you for everything you and your family are doing to play your part in the fight against coronavirus. Our 
schools and other education settings have worked extremely hard this term to help keep everyone safe. However, 
as we move into the Christmas holidays, it is of utmost importance that we continue to stay safe.  

We have seen a significant increase in the number of coronavirus infections in 12-16 year olds and would therefore 
urge you to have a conversation with your child to make sure they understand, and are following, the Govern-
ment regulations to help prevent the spread of coronavirus. 

The actions you and your family can take to play your part are: 

Wash your hands regularly, for at least 20 seconds, with soap and warm water or use an antibacterial hand 
sanitiser if soap and water isn’t available 

Stay at least 2 metres (or 1 metre with other measures, such as a face-covering) away from those not in your 
immediate household 

Wear a face-covering where required and when it is difficult to socially distance 

Self-isolate and get tested if you develop symptoms 

Do not socialise indoors with anyone who isn’t in your immediate household and only meet in groups of up to 
6 people outdoors 

The whole of Hertfordshire is going into Tier 3. Please familiarise yourselves with, and adhere to, Tier 3 re-
strictions: www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-3-very-high-alert 

Please remember that while your child is in school, they are in a ‘bubble’, which is carefully managed by the 
school. However, outside of school hours, they should continue to follow the most up to date Government guide-
lines, and we encourage you to explain this to your child. 

If you choose to socialise in a bubble of up to three separate households during 23-27 December, which is the peri-
od the Government proposes to relax guidelines, please enjoy this time but please also remember to do so safely 
by continuing to follow good hand hygiene and socially distance where possible. Coronavirus is known to linger in 
enclosed spaces, so keeping windows open can also reduce risk. 

We wish you all a safe and peaceful Christmas. 

Hertfordshire County Council 

 

Covid-19 and the Christmas Holidays 
School Holiday Positive Case Reporting 

 

If your child tests positive for COVID-19 at any point up to and including the 24th December, please contact 
the central team at Aspire Academies Trust on covidcases@aspireacademies.org.uk, with your child’s 
name, year group, which school they attend, the date of onset of symptoms and the date of their positive 
test result. Please do not email or phone the school as these are not being monitored during the holidays. 

If your child tests positive after 24th December or is self-isolating for any other reason and won’t be in school 
on the first day of term, please report their absence in the usual way. 

 

Update on the proposal to change the school day 
At their recent meeting, governors discussed the proposal to change the school day, in particular the responses from 
staff and parents. Governors are in favour of making the changes, but the final decision will be made by Aspire's Trus-
tees next term. I will keep you updated.  

Miss Anderson 

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-3-very-high-alert
mailto:covidcases@aspireacademies.org.uk


 

Year 6 Enjoying their last Christmas dinner at Hammond! 

Nursery have enjoyed playing in the mud kitchen. The children made hot soup and pasta!  

To complete our Gingerbread Man topic we decorated a small cookie and took it home to eat.  

 

Don’t forget to log onto our website to view the songs from our Early years children: 

https://hammondacademy.org.uk/pupils-learning/early-years/ 
 

 

 



 


