
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

One of the things I have always loved about being part of a primary school commu-
nity is the coming together at whole school assemblies. At Hammond, we usually hold 
a joint key stage 1 and key stage 2 assembly in the hall on Friday mornings to present 
the weekly certificates, talk about our Hammond values of Respect, Honesty, Perse-
verance, Teamwork and Courage, celebrate our sporting achievements and discuss 
news and school events. These unusual times we are living in are not going to stop us 
from coming together as a school community so our Friday assemblies now take 
place via Microsoft Teams with the children taking part via the screens in their class-
rooms. We held our first one last Friday and there was great excitement from many 
children when they could see their siblings on the screen – I could hear lots of, ‘There’s 
my brother … there’s my little sister!’ I am basing myself in a different classroom each 
week so that the children in that class can participate in the assembly as I love to get 
the children involved in our assemblies. I am sure your children will keep you up to 
date with what we get up to. 

Over the summer holidays, the children were invited to take part in a competition to 
design the certificate we would present in assemblies this year. I am delighted to let 
you know that Mia from Citrine was the winner. Congratulations Mia! 

Once again, I want to thank you for your continued cooperation with the protective 
measures we have put in place to keep our school community as safe as possible. The 
way you have responded has made our jobs much easier. I know some of you are 
anxious about how your children are settling in and have been asking teachers to 
contact you for updates about your children. For the moment, please understand 
that it is very difficult for teachers to respond to these requests as they are working a 
longer school day as a result of the staggered starts and finishes, they are also provid-
ing home learning for children who are self-isolating and they are helping to supervise 
children at lunchtimes when they should be having their lunch breaks. Teachers will 
contact you if they are concerned about your child or if your child is having difficul-
ties, but if you don’t hear from your child’s teacher please assume your child has set-
tled in well – no news is good news! 

Have a lovely weekend 

Eileen Anderson 

Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

22nd October—Year 6 Online 
Health Questionnaire 
 
26th to 30th October—Half Term  

31st October—Deadline for applica-
tions for Secondary School applica-
tions for 2021 

2nd November—INSET Day (School 
closed) 

10th November—Flu Vaccinations 
(tbc) 

18th December—End of Term 

Attendance 

Well done to Y6 Garnet class who 

are this week’s     winners achieving 

100% attendance.  

Target 100% 

Newsletter 

 
Learning Hero of the Week 

 

The following children have been recognised in class for their achievements: 

Y1 Coral: Freddie F,  

Year 1 Sunstone Jessa, 

Year 5 Jasper: Luca, 

 

Early Years 
Stars of the 

Week 
 
All of the children in Nursery,  
Reception Crystal and Reception 
Topaz have been superstars this 
week!  They have been working 
as a team and are settling very 
well into life at Hammond. Well 
done all!  Well done. 

Aspire 
This week, Aspire’s Business Man-
agers and Principals attended 
meetings with the Chief Finance 
Officer for an update on some 
revised financial procedures and 
practices. The Principals had a 
further meeting with Mrs Parsey 
and Mr Evans to keep up 
to date with our Covid-19 
protective measures. 

THE LUNCH MENU HAS BEEN TWEEKED SLIGHTLY, AN UPDATED MENU 
HAS BEEN EMAILED TO YOU, BUT IS ALSO AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE! 

http://www.aspireacademiestrust.org.uk/


 

COVID reminders 
To keep our school community as safe as possible it is important we all follow the rules. 

Symptoms: a new continuous cough and/or high temperature and/or a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell. 
Get a test if any one of these symptoms is displayed.  

Calpol: do not give your child Calpol and send them to school if they have a high temperature. A high temperature is a 
COVID symptom and your child must be tested. They cannot attend school until you show us they have had a negative test 
result. 

The rule of 6: from Monday 14 September, it will be illegal for groups of more than six people to take part in social gath-
erings. Do not stand around chatting with other families when you drop-off or pick-up your child, this includes at your car 
and when you are walking home after collecting your child. Children are included in the rule of six. 
Fitness trail and tyres: these are allocated to just one year group of children per week to use at playtimes. Please do not 
allow your children to play on them after school as this increases the risk of infection. 

Year 1 
The children have settled in well and we are very proud of how they have adapted to this transition.  

In PSHE we have begun discussing feelings and emotions, which has linked well with our English story called 
‘Halibut Jackson’. We will now be moving onto ‘Elmer and the stranger’ which links well with our computing topic 
‘Keeping safe online’. Our Geography topic this term is ‘Our Local Area’. We will be discussing what is around our 
local area and looking at maps to explore locations. In Science we are exploring Seasonal change and discussing 
the months of the year. Please continue to discuss these topics at home in your everyday conversation and contin-
ue to read regularly with your children. 

Many Thanks 

The Year 1 Team Reading books and Reading  

Records Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and 2) 

Reading books and records will be collected in on a    
Friday – the reading record will stay in school over 
the weekend and sent back home on Monday (or 
Tuesday) according to when book changes have 
been able to take place. Your child will still bring a 
book home for over the weekend but you will need 
to record this in the reading record when it is re-
turned to you. Please make sure that reading books 
and records are in school for Monday and Friday. 

Thanking you for your understanding, this will en-
sure we are able to monitor reading in a Covid safe 
way. 
 
Ms Matthews 
Key Stage 1 Leader 

 

 

Milk at mid-morning break is an important part of a 

child’s diet. Milk provides a number of health benefits 

and social opportunities that ensure children get the 

most out of their school day.  School milk is… 

 FREE for children under the age of five. 
 FREE to children receiving or entitled to free 

school meals*. 
 Subsidised for all other children in primary educa-

tion.rt  f  
(*Please contact the School office for further details). 

 

To register your child for milk, please log onto:- 
 

www.coolmilk.com/register 

What to do if your child receives a positive Covid test result 

So that we can keep our school community safe, it is vital that you let us know immediately if your child or a 

member of your child’s household tests positive for Covid-19. 

1. During school hours, phone the school office immediately and tell us your child or a member of your child’s 
household has tested positive. Phone: 01442 404020 
2.  Out of school hours, email admin@hammondacademy.org.uk immediately. State your child’s full name and 
class, whether it is your child or another member of your child’s household who has tested positive, and provide a 
contact number for us to phone you. 

Please note: the admin account is monitored out of hours so we can check for Covid test results –emails about oth-
er matters will not be answered out of hours. 

In the event of a positive case, we will contact the Department for Education (DfE) for advice on the action to 
take. The DfE dictates what happens next and we must abide by what they say. 

https://www.coolmilk.com/register
https://www.coolmilk.com/
mailto:admin@hammondacademy.org.uk


 

 

 

 

Change of Contact Details 
If your circumstances have changed recently, can you please ensure you have contacted the office with your up-
dated details.  This applies to the following (especially if you have moved over the Summer): 

 Address (if you have moved over the Summer) 
 Home phone and/or mobile number.  
 Email address 
 
It is essential that our staff are able to reach you in case of emergency. 

Thank you 

The Office Admin Team 

Lunch Arrangements 
I would like to say how proud I am of the pupils 
who have adapted to the new routines and seating 
plans in the dining room.  It is a lovely, calm and 
happy place. 

Please can you spend some time going through the 
menu with your child in advance so they are choos-
ing something they like. 

Although we are following covid safety guidance in 
ensuring we are not putting staff and pupils at risk 
when helping them cut their food; it would be really 
helpful if during mealtimes at home parents/carers 
encourage your child's cutting skills  so they can feel 
proud of themselves as they become more inde-
pendent in the dining room.   

Mrs Bloomfield 

Staggered starts and finishes 
Our new drop-off and pick-up times start on Monday. Just in case you didn’t see the letter we sent yesterday, the revised 
times are as follows:  

Start of day arrangements: children (including all nursery and reception children) should arrive as follows, according to the 
first letter of their surname: 

A - D: 8.40 – 8.45 

E - K: 8.45 – 8.50 

L - P: 8.50 – 8.55 

Q - Z: 8.55 – 9.00  

End of day arrangements: children should be collected as follows:  

 

 

Nursery—Friday Lunch Club 
As you know, our Nursery children have the option to 
stay for lunch until 1pm on Fridays only. 

Lunches are charged at £2.40 per meal.  If you would 
like your child to stay and take advantage of this club, 
you MUST ensure your childs dinner account is in credit. 

Please log onto School Gateway, go to "Nursery Dinner's 
20/21" and top up their account.  If your account is not 
in credit by first thing Friday morning you will be re-
quired to collect your child at the usual staggered finish 
time from 11.45am. 

Thank you for your co-operation.  Should you have any 
further queries please contact the school office. 

The Office Admin Team 

Monday to Thursday: 

A - D: 3.10 – 3.15 

E - K: 3.15 – 3.20 

L - P: 3.20 – 3.25 

Q - Z: 3.25 – 3.30 

Friday 

A - D: 1.00 – 1.05 

E - K: 1.05 – 1.10 

L - P: 1.10 – 1.15 

Q - Z: 1.15 – 1.20 

Nursery 

A – K: 11.45 – 11.50 

L – Z: 11.50 – 11.55 

 

Reminder: Free Mental Health webinar for Parents/Carers of Hammond pupils, 
Monday 21st September 7.00pm 
If you are interested in attending this webinar please refer to the “Free Mental Health Webinar” email which was 
sent to parents yesterday (Thursday). Thank you! 



 

Coronavirus related absences quick reference guide 
(DfE guidance issued 6th August 2020) 

 
Although school attendance is mandatory from the start of the autumn term, there are some circumstances where pupils cannot attend school 
due to coronavirus. To make sure schools record this accurately and consistently, the DfE has made changes to the regulations  governing 
school attendance registers to add a new category of non-attendance – ‘not attending in circumstances related to coronavirus’. This category 
must only be used to record sessions where a pupil does not attend because their travel to, or attendance at, school would be: 

 contrary to guidance relating to the incidence or transmission of coronavirus from Public Health England and/or the Department of 
Health and Social Care  

 prohibited by any legislation relating to the incidence or transmission of coronavirus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* How to get a test: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/  

What to do 
if… 

Action for parents to take Return to school 
when… 

Attendance 
code for 

school office 
… my child has 
coronavirus 
symptoms 

 Your child must not come to school 

 Inform school on day 1 of absence 

 Your child must self-isolate 

 Get your child tested * 

 Inform school immediately of the test result 
  

…the test result is nega-
tive, your child feels well 
and no longer has coro-
navirus symptoms. 

X 

… my child 
tests positive for 
coronavirus 

 Your child must not come to school 

 Inform school on day 1 of absence 

 Your child must self-isolate for at least 10 days from the 
onset of their symptoms 

 Inform school immediately of the test result 

 Contact school weekly to let us know how your child is doing 

 Contact school the day before your child is due to resume 
attendance 

… 10 days have passed 
and your child feels well. 
They can return to 
school if they do not 
have symptoms other 
than a cough or loss of 
sense of smell/taste as 
these can last for sever-
al weeks once the infec-
tion has gone. 

X until the test 
comes back 

positive. 

I from when 
the test 

comes back 
positive 

…somebody in 
my child’s 
household has 
coronavirus 
symptoms 

 Your child must not come to school 

 Inform school on day 1 of absence 

 Your child must self-isolate 

 Household member must get tested* 

 Inform school immediately of the test result 

…the household mem-
ber’s test is negative 
and your child feels well. 

X 

…somebody in 
my child’s 
household has 
tested positive 
for coronavirus 

 Your child must not come to school 

 Inform school on day 1 of absence 

 Your child must self-isolate for 14 days from when the mem-
ber of their household first had symptoms 

 Contact school weekly to let us know how your child is doing 

 Contact school the day before your child is due to resume 
attendance 

…your child has com-
pleted 14 days of self-
isolation and feels well. 

X 

…NHS test and 
trace has identi-
fied my child as 
a close contact 
of someone 
with symptoms 
or confirmed 
coronavirus 

 Your child must not come to school 

 Inform school on day 1 of absence 

 Your child must self-isolate for 14 days (even if they have no 
symptoms and feel well) 

…your child has com-
pleted 14 days of self-
isolation and feels well. 

X 

…my child has 
returned to the 
UK from a 
country not on 
the exempt list 

 Your child must not come to school 

 Inform school on day 1 of absence 

 Your child must self-isolate for 14 days from the day they 
returned to the UK 

 Contact school weekly to let us know how your child is doing 

 Contact school the day before your child is due to resume 
attendance 

 Note: 

 Do not take unauthorised leave 

 Consider quarantine requirements and Foreign and Com-
monwealth Office advice before booking holidays outside of 
term time 

…the quarantine period 
of 14 days has been 
completed and your 
child feels well. 

X 

…I have re-
ceived medical 
advice that my 
child must stay 
at home and 
shield 

 Your child must not come to school 

 Inform school on day 1 of absence 

 Provide school with a copy of the shielding letter 

 Your child must shield until you are informed that restrictions 
are lifted 

 School will contact you weekly 

…school informs you 
that restrictions have 
been lifted and your 
child can return to 
school again. 

X 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/

