
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Despite school being ‘closed’ for almost half the time since our Ofsted inspection last Novem-
ber, a lot of work has gone into improving the quality of reading and writing across the 
school. On Wednesday, we had an Aspire review day, led by an independent consultant (who 
also works as a lead Ofsted inspector), to monitor the progress we have made since the in-
spection. It was a highly successful day that identified we have made ‘significant improve-
ments’ in the quality of the curriculum and the quality of teaching and learning in reading 
and writing. Many strengths were identified, including: Mrs Hiles and Mrs Lacey (our English 
leaders) lead reading and writing very well and are accurate in their judgements about the 
progress the school has made since the Ofsted inspection; teachers have very strong subject 
knowledge and this is demonstrated in the quality of explanations they give to the children; 
handwriting and presentation have improved throughout the school; the school makes good 
use of teaching assistants to support individual and groups of children; Y6 children are very 
positive about the new approaches to the teaching of reading and writing – they find it more 
interesting and say it is helping them produce higher standards; Y1 and Y2 children use phon-
ics very well when they are reading; there is a consistency of approach to the teaching of 
reading and writing across key stages 1 and 2. The review consisted of meetings with Mrs Hiles 
and Mrs Lacey, 8 lessons observations I carried out with the reviewer, and meetings with Y1, Y2 
and Y6 children to look at their books, talk to them about their learning and hear them read.  

During the feedback session at the end of the review we agreed on three next steps, all of 
which were already on the action plan Mrs Hiles and Mrs Lacey have developed: provide 
regular opportunities for teachers to moderate attainment in reading to ensure all assess-
ments are accurate; support individual teachers to make further improvements to their 
teaching (the quality of teaching is good, but we want it to be better than good), and raise 
the profile of reading in key stage 1 so that the children can confidently talk about the books 
they enjoy reading. 

The review went very well, but we will continue to build on the strengths so we can make our 
provision even stronger than it is. Thank you and well done to all of the staff and children 
who were involved in the review, but particularly Mrs Hiles and Mrs Lacey. A very successful 
day for Hammond. 

Have a lovely weekend 
Miss Anderson 

Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

15th Oct—Deadline for Flu Vaccina-
tion consents 
 
19th Oct— Year 5 Jasper Parents 
Evening (3.40 to 6pm) 
 
20th Oct—Whole School Parents 
Evening (3.50pm  to 6pm) 
 
21st Oct—Whole School (except Y5 
Jasper) Parents Evening (4.30pm to 
7pm) 
 
22nd Oct—Year 6 Online Health 
Questionnaire 
 
26th to 30th October—Half Term  
 
31st Oct—Deadline for Secondary 
School applications for 2021 
 
2nd Nov—INSET Day (School closed) 
 
10th Nov—Flu Vaccinations  
 
18th Dec—End of Term 

Attendance 

Well done to Y1 Coral & Sunstone 
class who are this week’s winners  

achieving 100% attendance.  

 

Target 100% 

Newsletter 

Learning Hero of the Week 
The following children have been recognised in class for their 

achievements: 

Key stage 1 
Y1 Coral: Teddy, Y1 Sunstone Lauren, 
Y2 Jade Ava, Year 2 Pearl: Semmy,  

 
Key stage 2 

Year 3 Emerald: Dolly, 
Year 4 Moonstone: Sadie-Mae & Lucas,  

Year 5 Citrine: Hasanat, Year 5 Jasper: Haniyah,  
Year 6 Garnet: Bayley, Year 6 Jet: Alexis, Year 6 Tigers Eye: Madison, 

Early Years 
Stars of the 

Week 
Well done to this weeks stars! 

 
Nursery: Lewis and Kevin,  
Reception Crystal: Scarlett,   
Reception Topaz: Ronnie, 

Year 6 Moving On 
Please be reminded that the 

deadline to apply for a (Year 7) 
secondary school place for Sep-

tember 2021 is: 31st Oct 2020 

Aspire News  
It’s been a busy week this week. Apart from the reading and writing 
review that took place on Wednesday, Mr Nanson led a meeting with 
maths leaders from across the Trust to discuss how schools are adapting the 
maths curriculum since returning to school after Covid, and Mrs Hiles, Ms 
Shergill and Ms Matthews attended the Aspiring Leaders run by Mr Evans. 

http://www.aspireacademiestrust.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

Year 2 Jade 
Year 2 have been making some amazing moon    
buggies in DT as part of their space topic: 

PE Kit 
Can you please ensure your child has a separate 
sweatshirt or hoody for use during PE.  Normal school 
jumpers and sweatshirts often get wet and muddy 
when used as part of the PE lesson.    
 
Also as a rule we would recommend PE kits be in 
school on a Monday and (if necessary) taken home for 
washing on a Friday each week.  This ensures the chil-
dren are prepared and ready for the week ahead. 
 
Thank you for your co-operation. 
 
Mr Rowlands 

Year 1 Sunstone & Coral 
Children have been learning about the harvest festivals in R.E.  We have enjoyed learning about seasonal change 
in Science, discussing and “debating” the seasons Autumn and Winter.  In math's, experts of the part-part whole 
model this week.  We have been exploring the weather and our environment by using the forest school area and 
have used these experiences to support our art lessons where we have been creating observational drawings of 
nature. We have learnt how to look closely at our objects and use the space appropriately to draw using shades 
and tones. 

This weekend we would like the children to read their favourite book/story with the children ready to discuss in 
class next week.  Thank you in advance for your support. 

Mrs Fernandes and Miss Gordon 

EVERY POPPY COUNTS…. 

The British Legion will be delivering poppies (and other poppy merchandise) into school next week.  We aim to 
make these available to the children from Thursday onwards.   

Money raised from this appeal is used to provide support for bereaved families, help wounded service men and 
women, assist younger veterans with finding accommodation and other employment and to support older         
veterans needing age-related care. 

We feel it is important to commemorate and give remembrance to the great contributions service 
men and women have made.  If you would like further information please visit their website or 
google Poppy Appeal 2020:  www.britishlegion.org.uk 

Thank you in advance for your contributions. 

 

Early Years Reminder 
Can you please ensure we have a spare set of clothes in a named bag for your child's use, if and when required. 

This should include spare socks and pants.  Thank you. 

Mrs Bennett, Mrs Lacey and Mrs Chuimi 



 

COVID reminders 
To keep our school community as safe as possible it is important we all follow the rules. 
 
Symptoms: a new continuous cough and/or high temperature and/or a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell. 
Get a test if any one of these symptoms is displayed.  
 
Calpol: do not give your child Calpol and send them to school if they have a high temperature. A high temperature is a 
COVID symptom and your child must be tested. They cannot attend school until you show us they have had a negative test 
result. 
 
The rule of 6: remember, it is illegal for groups of more than six people to take part in social gatherings. Do not stand 
around chatting with other families when you drop-off or pick-up your child. Children are included in the rule of six. 
 
Fitness trail and tyres: these are allocated to just one year group of children per week to use at playtimes. Please do 
not allow your children to play on them after school as this increases the risk of infection. 

What to do if your child receives a positive Covid test result 
 

So that we can keep our school community safe, it is vital that you let us know immediately if your child or a mem-
ber of your child’s household tests positive for Covid-19. 
 
1. During school hours, phone the school office immediately and tell us your child or a member of your child’s 
household has tested positive. Phone: 01442 404020 
Out of school hours, email admin@hammondacademy.org.uk immediately. State your child’s full name and class, 
whether it is your child or another member of your child’s household who has tested positive, and provide a contact 
number for us to phone you. 
 
Please note: the admin account is monitored out of hours so we can check for Covid test results –emails about other 
matters will not be answered out of hours. 
 
In the event of a positive case, we will contact the Department for Education (DfE) for advice on the action to take. 
The DfE dictates what happens next and we must abide by what they say.  

Links Family Support Surgery Wednesday 21st October: 
Last week we highlighted this very useful service for all members of the school community - see below for their introductory 
information.  
 
Shelley Bright our Family Support Worker is available for a telephone consultation on Wednesday 21st October between 
10.00 - 11.30.  If this is something you would be interested in then please contact the school office and they will confirm your 
appointment.  This initial appointment will then decide which aspect of their service would be the most useful for you and 
your family and a formal referral will be sent from the school. 
 
If you have any further queries contact the school office for a leaflet or email the pastoral team:  
 
wellbeing@hammondacademy.org.uk 
 
"Dacorum and LINK Family Services -your Local Schools' Partnerships 
During this time of strange and uncertain times we are still here working hard to support you. 
We are still offering: 
Family Support: 

 Working with the family to identify, plan and support interventions for any concerns that you highlight a need for support i.e. hous-
ing, behaviour, parenting, finances, etc. 

 We also offer regular surgery appointments for families and school staff offering advice, guidance and signposting 

 Parent subject specific Lite Bite Workshops 
Pupil Support: 

 Working directly with students highlighted by the school as in need of early low level emotional well-being support i.e. anger, anxie-
ty, self-esteem, protective behaviours, etc. 

SEND Support: 

 Working with the family to identify and plan support interventions for SEND specific families 

 Regular SEND surgery appointments for families and school staff offering advice, guidance and signposting 

mailto:admin@hammondacademy.org.uk
mailto:wellbeing@hammondacademy.org.uk


 

 

 

 

Curriculum Overviews 
After the half term, holiday teachers will start providing 
parents with half termly overviews of the content of each 
area of the curriculum being taught that term. The over-
views will also contain tips for parents who want to sup-
port their children further, e.g. links to relevant websites, 
activities that could be done at home and books to read. 
These curriculum overviews will help to strengthen the 
links between home and school and will support parents 
in the discussions you have with your children about what 
they are doing in school. 

School Games Award 
 
We have been awarded the School Games Recognition Award for our achievements 
during the Autumn and Spring Terms of 2019/20 by the Dacorum School Sports Net-
work! 
 
This is a brilliant award to receive and it couldn't of happened without the efforts from 
all the children who represented our school in all sporting competitions last year. 
 
In what has been a very strange time what a wonderful way to celebrate PE and 
Sport in our school. Let's hope we can get more competitions up and running as soon as 
possible!! 
 

Well done to all children involved, including our old Y6 pupils who have now moved 
on to their secondary schools.  
 
Mr Rickman 

Homework 
Homework will start after the half term holiday. It will be issued each Friday and should be returned to school by the 
following Wednesday. Homework will focus on basic skills, e.g. number bonds, multiplication tables, reading, spelling 
and grammar, and will reinforce learning that has already taken place in school. Our new Homework Policy can be 
viewed on the school website:  

https://hammondacademy.org.uk/our-school/policies/ 

Healthy Break time Snacks 

Year 3—6 Parents/carers, 

Can we please remind parents that any snacks provided 
from home must be a healthy option i.e. fruit or raisins 
etc.  Crisps and/or chocolate bars are not permitted at 
break time. 

We would also remind you that these snacks should not 
contain any nuts! 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

https://hammondacademy.org.uk/our-school/policies/

