
 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome back and a special welcome to families who are new to Hammond. 

Thank you so much for your support over the past week with our return to school 
plans. We are all getting used to the new routines and it is inevitable that plans will 
be adjusted over the coming weeks but we will always endeavour to provide you 
with up to date information. The staff at Hammond are working incredibly hard to 
ensure we keep the school as safe as possible and it is lovely that so many of you have 
thanked us for what we are doing. 

It has been wonderful to welcome your children back to school, and in the case of our 
nursery and reception children, to welcome them to Hammond. Our new children 
seem to be settling into school really well, especially when we consider they were not 
able to pay visits in the summer term as they usually would. Although our classrooms 
look different with the children sitting in rows and not being able to gather around 
tables in groups, there is a great buzz of learning around the school and the children 
generally seem very happy and pleased to be back. Attendance is higher than it usu-
ally is at this time of year – a great sign that the children are happy to be in school 
and you are happy with the protective measures we have put in place. Over the last 
few weeks/months there has been regular media talk of children needing to ‘catch 
up’ and about the ‘gaps’ in their learning. Our approach at Hammond is that we are 
giving the children time to settle back into school life before we make any decisions 
about catching them up. Teachers are using good teaching and learning techniques 
to informally assess the children on an ongoing basis and they are adjusting their les-
son plans accordingly. Miss Graham, Mrs Bloomfield and I will be meeting with teach-
ers later this term to discuss how the children are getting on and to make decisions on 
what we do to fill gaps in their learning.  

With the start of the new school year, I want to keep this weekly newsletter as COVID 
free as possible so we can get back to it being a celebration of the good things that 
happen at Hammond and reminders about upcoming events and activities. There 
will be a regular section called ‘COVID reminders’ but other than that we are back to 
our normal Friday newsletters.  

Have a lovely weekend 

Eileen Anderson 
Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

22nd October—Year 6 Online 
Health Questionnaire 
 
26th to 30th October—Half Term  

31st October—Deadline for applica-
tions for Secondary School applica-
tions for 2021 

2nd November—INSET Day (School 
closed) 

10th November—Flu Vaccinations 
(tbc) 

18th December—End of Term 

Attendance 

Keep an eye out for the winners 
of our attendance award -
announced here next week! 

Target 100% 

Newsletter 

COVID reminders 
To keep our school community as safe as possible it is important we all follow the rules. 

 
Symptoms: a new continuous cough and/or high temperature and/or a loss of, or change in, normal sense of 
taste or smell. Get a test if any one of these symptoms is displayed.  

 
Calpol: do not give your child Calpol and send them to school if they have a high temperature. A high tempera-
ture is a COVID symptom and your child must be tested. They cannot attend school until you show us they have 
had a negative test result. 

 
The rule of 6: from Monday 14 September, it will be illegal for groups of more than six people to take part in 
social gatherings. Do not stand around chatting with other families when you drop-off or pick-up your child, this 
includes at your car and when you are walking home after collecting your child. Children are included in the rule 
of six. 



 

 

 

 

Hammond App 

We would like to inform you that we 
will no longer be using the Hammond 
Academy app.  

The feedback we had from parents 
was that there are too many methods 
of communication already in use. 

Therefore we will only be sending 
emails through school gateway. Our 
website is kept up to date and we do 
advise that you look on there on a 
regular basis. 

Reminder: Year 6 Online Health Ques-
tionnaire 

The Hertfordshire Public Health Nursing Service will be 
completing an online health questionnaire with children 
in Year 6 next month.   

If you do not want your child to be included then you 
can opt out by contacting the school nurse team by the 
18th September 2020 using the following methods: 

Email – HCT.STADAC@nhs.net 
Telephone – 0300 – 123 – 572 

Year 2 

Spellings for Year 2 have been sent 
home this week!  The children will be 
tested on a Monday and Friday each 
week on a range of of Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 common exception 
words. 
 
Ms X Matthews and Miss S Higby 

Staggered starts and 
finishes 
Our staggered approach to the 
beginning and end of the day 
seems to be working very well. The 
Senior Leadership Team will be 
meeting on Tuesday to review the 
system we have in place as we 
think we may be able to move the 
times to blocks of 5 minutes so that 
all children can be in school for 
9am.  

Wrap-around care 
Just a reminder that you must 
book places for breakfast club, 
after school club and Friday 
club by noon on Wednesday 
for the following week. We 
cannot accept late bookings as 
we need time to organise staff-
ing each week due to the pro-
tective measures we must put 
in place to keep children and 
staff safe from coronavirus. 

Learning Hero of the Week 
and 

Early Years Star of the Week 
 

Our learning hero’s and Early years stars will return next 
week! Unfortunately we are unable to invite Parents in 
to share these celebratory moments, but they will con-

tinue to be awarded in class amongst their friends! 

Premises update 
We have had some improvements to our premises during the summer holidays and last week. 

Gates: you will have seen contractors were on site over the last week installing our new gates. We had many issues 
with the gates last term but those issues should now be resolved. 

Fence: a large section of the fence at the top of the field has been replaced. The fence had been vandalised last 
term and was beyond repair. 

Carpets: all of the red carpet in the main building and in the small rooms in Dean Wing has been replaced with 
dark grey carpet. It has made a massive difference to how the school looks and feels; the red carpeting felt loud 
and aggressive but the grey carpet is very calming.  

Decorating: Mr Noble, our caretaker, painted the hall and it looks bright and clean. 

PLEASE ENSURE YOUR CHILD’S UNIFORM, PE KIT, COAT AND BAG ARE 
CLEARLY MARKED WITH THEIR FULL NAME AND CLASS.  WE ARE UNABLE TO 
STORE ANY LOST PROPERTY, SO NEED CHILDREN TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THEIR OWN BELONGINGS. 

Year 6—Secondary School Places 

Applications for Secondary and upper school places 
required for September 2021 are now open. 

For further details please log onto the website for 

Hertfordshire County Council. 

The deadline to apply is 31 October 2020. 



 

 

 

 

Nursery 
 
The children in Nursery are continuing to settle  into their new environment and they are becoming familiar 
with our enhanced  hygiene routine.  The children have engaged in painting activities, construction play and 
outdoor play in their Nursery bubble.  There's also been a lot of enthusiastic water play! Please remember that 
PE is on Mondays and Tuesdays with Mr Rowlands.  The children should come in already dressed into their PE 
outfit. 
 
We look forward to an exciting Autumn term. 
 
The nursery team 

 Reception 
The Reception children have enjoyed exploring their new surroundings and making friends outside!  PE will 
take place on a Monday and Friday, please ensure they come to school dressed in their kits. Thank you. 

Mrs Bennet & Mrs Lacey 

PE Kit 
 
Please ensure that your child brings their PE Kit into school in a named bag on a Monday and takes it home to be 
washed on a Friday.  All PE lessons from Reception-Year 6 will be taught outside for the time being. For this rea-
son, it is important that your child is prepared for the inevitable cold weather with warm clothes. 
 
*Reception children will be coming to school on PE days with their PE Kit on, separate information 
has already been sent to you* 
 


