
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Wow, it's definitely looking and feeling like Autumn outside! I am adamant that as 
soon as it turns 8.40 or 3.10, time for me to be outside to see you all, it decides to 
rain! It's lovely to see all of our children still smiling regardless. It's also been great to 
see how it hasn't stopped Reception and Nursery children from being outside and 
learning in our Forest school area. We are so lucky as a school to have this space - 
the children are so curious about what they can find.  

I have been in many classrooms this week, watching the children learn. It's so lovely 
to see how keen and curious they are. Year 4 children have been learning how to 
use the Bar Model method in maths to justify their answers. In Year 5 they have 
been learning lots about grammar and thinking about what actually makes a par-
ticular sentence successful. I heard lots of the children's wonderfully descriptive sen-
tences. By the sounds of it, I think some of the children may be getting excited by 
Halloween already! The children are still loving the visualisers: they are so proud of 
themselves when their work is presented on the board for everyone to see - this has 
really helped motivate them to improve their handwriting and presentation. I have 
been very impressed with the standards I have seen across the school so far. It was 
also really nice spending some morning time in Nursery and Year 1 too, where the 
children all come in so beautifully.  I can't wait to see what next week brings! 

Have a lovely weekend,  

 
Miss Graham 

Deputy Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

15th Oct—Deadline for Flu Vaccina-
tion consents 
 
19th Oct— Year 5 Jasper Parents 
Evening (3.40 to 6pm) 
 
20th Oct—Whole School Parents 
Evening (3.50pm  to 6pm) 
 
21st Oct—Whole School (except Y5 
Jasper) Parents Evening (4.30pm to 
7pm) 
 
22nd Oct—Year 6 Online Health 
Questionnaire 
 
26th to 30th October—Half Term  
 
31st Oct—Deadline for Secondary 
School applications for 2021 
 
2nd Nov—INSET Day (School closed) 
 
10th Nov—Flu Vaccinations  
 
18th Dec—End of Term 

Attendance 

Well done to Y3 Diamond & 
Nursery class who are this week’s 

winners achieving 100% 
attendance.  

Target 100% 

Newsletter 

Learning Hero of the Week 
The following children have been recognised in class for their 

achievements: 

Key stage 1 
Y1 Coral: Izzy, Y1 Sunstone Princess & Ava, 

Y2 Jade Charlie H, Year 2 Pearl: Kyra,  
 

Key stage 2 
Year 3 Diamond: Sasha, Year 3 Emerald: Esa, 

Year 4 Moonstone: Macey, Year 4 Sapphire: Oscar, 
Year 5 Citrine: Daisy, Year 5 Jasper: Rayver, Year 5 Quartz Natalia, 
Year 6 Garnet: Aaliyah, Year 6 Jet: Haroon, Year 6 Tigers Eye: Kelly, 

Early Years 
Stars of the 

Week 
Well done to this weeks stars! 

 
Nursery: William & Ella,  
Reception Crystal: Lois,   

Reception Topaz: Jeremiah, 

Year 6 Moving On 
Please be reminded that the 

deadline to apply for a (Year 7) 
secondary school place for Sep-
tember 2021 is: 31st Oct 2020 

Parents Evening  
Please remember to log onto the Parent Evening booking system below to 

book a telephone appointment with your child’s class teacher?   

Bookings will close on 11th October 2020: 

https://hammondacademy.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/ 



 

 

 

 

COVID reminders 
To keep our school community as safe as possible it is important we all follow the rules. 
 
Symptoms: a new continuous cough and/or high temperature and/or a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell. 
Get a test if any one of these symptoms is displayed.  
 
Calpol: do not give your child Calpol and send them to school if they have a high temperature. A high temperature is a 
COVID symptom and your child must be tested. They cannot attend school until you show us they have had a negative 
test result. 
 
The rule of 6: remember, it is illegal for groups of more than six people to take part in social gatherings. Do not stand 
around chatting with other families when you drop-off or pick-up your child. Children are included in the rule of six. 
 
Fitness trail and tyres: these are allocated to just one year group of children per week to use at playtimes. Please do 
not allow your children to play on them after school as this increases the risk of infection. 

What to do if your child receives a positive Covid test result 
 

So that we can keep our school community safe, it is vital that you let us know immediately if your child or a mem-
ber of your child’s household tests positive for Covid-19. 
 
1. During school hours, phone the school office immediately and tell us your child or a member of your child’s 
household has tested positive. Phone: 01442 404020 
Out of school hours, email admin@hammondacademy.org.uk immediately. State your child’s full name and class, 
whether it is your child or another member of your child’s household who has tested positive, and provide a contact 
number for us to phone you. 
 
Please note: the admin account is monitored out of hours so we can check for Covid test results –emails about other 
matters will not be answered out of hours. 
 
In the event of a positive case, we will contact the Department for Education (DfE) for advice on the action to take. 
The DfE dictates what happens next and we must abide by what they say.  

FLU VACCINATIONS 
Flu vaccination consent forms have been sent out to parents this week via email and paper 
copy (please check your child’s book bag). 

Consent forms MUST be returned to the school by Thursday 15th October 2020. 

There is a secure box outside the school office for you to return the form.  However, some 
parents may prefer to fill this in and send electronically to:  

admin@hammondacademy.org.uk 

PLEASE DO NOT SEND INTO YOUR CHILDS CLASS! 

If you have any questions, please contact the school office. 

Head Lice 
Unfortunately, we have had a few reported cases of head 
lice in school.  The children have been treated, however we 
are asking Parents to inspect their child’s hair regularly i.e. 
Once a week, take a peek! 

Please treat immediately, if necessary and remember, if 
you find head lice on one member of your family you need 
to check everybody to make sure they don't have them 
as well.   

Thank you very much for your help with this situation. 
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Who should I talk to? 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

From time to time you may find that 
you need to speak to a member of 
staff about a concern or query you 
have about your child. See the ‘Who 
Should I Talk To?’ chart opposite 
which explains who you should ask to 
see in the first instance and then who 
to see if you are not happy with the 
outcome. 

Much as I would love to be the first 
port of call for parents, this just is not 
possible with almost 500 children on 
roll, therefore I ask that you please 
follow the procedures explained on 
the chart. 

Eileen Anderson 
Principal 

Forest School 
Nursery went on their first exciting exploration of the woodland area.  They were fascinated by an empty egg-
shell which they found on the ground. A stick became a fishing rod and the Stick Man! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Reception children also agreed that Forest School is fun! 



 

 

 

 

STOP really does mean STOP!  

Hertfordshire County Council would like us to highlight 
their “Stop means Stop!” campaign which is launching 
on 12th October for 1 week. 

Remember to stop for the lollipop and appreciate the 
fantastic work our School Crossing Patrols do across 
Hertfordshire.  

Our patrols:  

Keep people safe   

Allow children to become independent from an 
early age by walking and cycling to school.  

They even reduce congestion and pollution 
around schools.    

On a daily basis our patrols step out into the road to stop traffic and allow people to cross. They have been high-
ly trained to work with different road situations and have the authority to stop traffic with their lollipop.  

This October our ‘Stop Means Stop’ campaign is reminding everyone that the School Crossing Patrols job of stop-
ping traffic is essential for allowing active, safe travel on school journeys. Walking, scooting and cycling should 
always be encouraged.  

We must all respect the ‘STOP’ sign placed in the road. Most drivers are considerate, however there are occasions 
where a driver chooses not to stop and continues to drive through past the stop sign. Being in a hurry is never an 
excuse. This action can be frightening to everyone involved and puts people at risk. It is illegal and can result in 
three points on a driving license and a fine of up to £1000.   

We have 148 School Crossing Patrols working on the busy roads of Hertfordshire, crossing more than 12,000 chil-
dren and their families each school day. During the next two weeks you will notice our patrols wearing special 
orange tabards reminding everyone that STOP means STOP.  Please remember this message and continue to 
respect our School Crossing Patrols, these are amazing people who devote their time to others. In return for 
keeping everyone safe please give them a smile, thank you.  

For more information please contact activeandsafertravel@hertfordshire.gov.uk or follow 
us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  

Thank you for your support and for always stopping for the School Crossing Patrol. 

Aspire News  
This week I had a meeting with Mr Evans (Executive Principal) and Mrs Hennigan (School Improvement Lead  
Practitioner) to discuss how the trust can support us with the priorities in our Academy Improvement Plan. They 
were both highly complementary about our plans for this year. There will be more about the Academy Improve-
ment plan in next week's newsletter. 
 
I also attended a catch-up meeting with the other Principals, Mr Evans and Mrs Parsey.  
 
Miss Anderson  
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