
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
On Tuesday, Mrs French and I had a meeting with Hammond’s attendance officer from 
Hertfordshire County Council. It was a very pleasing meeting because pupil attendance 
is currently higher than it has been at this stage of the year for many years and there are 
fewer persistently absent children too - these are children with less than 90% attend-
ance. As I mentioned a few weeks ago, at the beginning of this term I met with the par-
ents of several children whose attendance last year was very low and I am pleased to 
report that attendance for almost all of those children remains excellent. Amongst the 
areas we discussed at the meeting were our procedures for finding out why children are 
not in school. Our procedures are robust. If you do not tell us why your child is absent 
from school we text or phone you for a reason and we follow this up with a letter if you 
do not reply to the text or phone call. If you don’t return the reply slip from the letter the 
absence is recorded as unauthorised. If your child has 15 unauthorised sessions (each 
morning and afternoon is a separate session) we ask the local authority to issue a fixed 
penalty notice and you will be fined for failing to ensure your child attends school regu-
larly. If you don’t want to be fined, just tell us why your child is absent from school. 
 
On Wednesday we welcomed Rev Austin to our Harvest Festival assembly. Unfortunate-
ly I was not able to attend because I had to be at my own school throughout the day 
but I have heard excellent reports about the contributions the children made to the as-
sembly. Thank you to Mrs Bennett for coordinating it once again. 
 
After a couple of false starts, I am pleased to report that the evacuation and lock-down 
alarms are working perfectly. We sounded both alarms in assembly last Friday and the 
children are now very clear that the continuous ringing sound means we all have to 
leave the building and the pulsing sound means we all have to enter or stay in the 
building.  
 
I hope you all have a lovely weekend. 

 
Eileen Anderson 

Interim Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

 21st Oct—Hammond A Team 

vs The Reddings (Away) 

 22nd Oct—Nursery stay & play 

(10.45—11.20) 

 22nd Oct—Year 3 Harvest 

Celebration Assembly, 3pm 

Hall 

 22nd Oct—Parent Evening 

(Year 5 Jet only) 

 22nd Oct—Hammond B Team 

vs Yewtree (Away) 

 23rd Oct—Year 2 Grovehill 

Church Visit 

 23rd Oct—Parent Evening 

(Whole School) 

 24th Oct—Parent Evening 

(Whole School, except Y5 Jet) 

 25th Oct—Non Uniform Day! 

 28th Oct — 1st Nov Half Term 

Attendance 

Well done to Y6 Crystal class 

who are this week’s winners 

achieving  100% attendance.  

Target 100% 

Newsletter 

Learning Hero of the Week 
To be presented in class as follows: 

Thursday 24th October at 3.15pm 
Y1 Jade: Zayna, Year 1 Pearl: Adrian, 

Year 2 Emerald: Trivian, Year 2 Diamond: David, 
Year 3 Sapphire: Brandan, Year 3 Moonstone: Brianna, 

Year 4 Citrine: Oliver, Year 4 Jasper: Daniel, Year 4 Quartz: Wesley, 
Year 5 Garnet: Charlie,  Year 5 Jet: Rehan, Year 5 Tigers Eye: Madison, 

Year 6 Aquamarine: Isabel, Year 6 Crystal: Summer, Year 6 Turquoise: Scarlet, 

Early Years 
Presented in class today: 
Nursery: Lois and Zahra,  

Reception, Coral: Emily, Reception, Sunstone: Jessa, 

Aspire News 

Mr Nanson, Aspire’s Primary Lead Practitioner for Math's, led a meeting for maths subject 
leaders where the main theme of the discussion was sharing information about the new 
Ofsted inspection framework. 

Friends of 
Hammond 

Events 
 6th Nov—Disco, Nursery – Y6 

(see posters around the school) 
 
 13th Nov—Second Hand Uni-

form Sale 
 
 29th Nov—Non Uniform Day! 
 
 1st Dec—Christmas Fair 
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Year 6 Secondary Transfer 2020 
Please be aware that the deadline for applications to sec-
ondary and upper schools is fast approaching. You will need 
to make an application online or on paper by the closing 
date of Thursday 31st October 2019. However, Coun-
ty recommend you complete it by Friday 25th October, so 
that if there are any queries, they can be dealt with by the 
Admissions Team ahead of the deadline. 

 Thank you. 

Cross Country  
Last week I took a group of 40 children from KS2 to Astley Cooper for the 
Annual Local Cross Country Competition.  Each child was selected based up-
on previous ability and some trials within PE Lessons.   

All the children competed amazingly well and the results are in!  We came 1st 
Place for Years 3 /4 / 5 and 3rd Place for Year 6.  Another incredible result, it 
goes to show how hard the children work on their running in this school as we 
are always at the top every year for Cross Country. 

For individual results and photos of each race please check out our PE Twit-
ter Account - @Mr_RickmanPE 

Huge well done to all children involved, you are amazing!! Mr Rickman 

 

Families First Portal – Information for 
families, parents or carers 

The Families First Portal is a website which helps 
Hertfordshire families find: 

Information, advice and guidance on local and 
national services for families, parents or carers. 

Many of the services are free for families to access. 
It is accessible on mobile devices. 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst 

Hertfordshire Directory 
A directory of organisations, services and groups in Hert-
fordshire that can help you with problems you or your 
family may be facing. 
 

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk 

No Football Training  
Monday 21st October 

Due to the A Team playing away at The  Reddings next 
Monday there will be no training for the B Team. 

Mr Rickman 

  Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Overall Winner Hammond Hammond Hammond Hobletts A 

Overall 2nd Maple Grove A Holtsmere Hobletts Manor A Brockswood A 

Overall 3rd Holtsmere Maple Grove A Maple Grove A Hammond 

Library Books 
It’s great that so many children are now reading regularly.  
The following Hammond library books are proving to be 
very popular: 

 David Walliams    Rainbow Magic 

 Captain Underpants Dirty Bertie 

 Harry Potter  Beast Quest 

 Dork Diaries  Horrid Henry 

 Plus any Sports stories... 

If your child has any of these at home that they have fin-
ished reading, please return them back to school asap.   

Whilst writing, we would welcome donations of any of the 
above as they are in high demand! 

Harvest Celebration 
On Wednesday, Rev Austin joined us for our ‘Friendship and 
Thanks’ harvest celebration. It was a very special event as 
the whole school community came together for the first 
time this year including our Early Years children. We gave 
thanks for our friends through music and poetry with Rev 
Austin portraying his messages of thanks through ventrilo-
quism and his puppet, Elvis! 

This year, as last, we will be supporting our local homeless 
shelter, DENS. We will be inviting parents to donate in 
March 2020 for this worthy cause. Many thanks in anticipa-
tion of your continued support.      

Reception Update 
On our return after the half term holiday, Early Years will be exploring Diwali celebrations. We would very much like to wel-
come parents who will be enjoying the Festival of Light and would like to share their family traditions and experiences in 
school by talking with our youngest children. We look forward to hearing from you!   

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk
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Free School Meals 
Additional Funding that may be available to support your child in school- Please read  
 
The Government, through the DfE, allocates additional funding for students who are eligible for Free School Meals regardless 
of whether they take them or not. This funding is only released if an application for Free School Meals has been made.  
 
We realise that this may be a sensitive issue for parents, and that you may have taken the decision that you do not want 
your child to receive a Free School Meal, but it is the eligibility that allows the school to access the funding and not whether a 
student actually takes a Free School Meal. By not applying your child may miss out on additional support that they are enti-
tled to. This additional funding is available, not only for the time that they are eligible, but for up to 6 years afterwards.  
 
Eligibility for Free School Meals is always dealt with extremely sensitively by the school.  
The school is keen to ensure that every student receives the support they deserve and are entitled to. If you are unsure if your 
child would be eligible or not, we would encourage you to complete the application form on line at  https://
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/At-school/Free-school-meals/Free-school-meals.aspx . Your appli-
cation will be checked against the eligibility criteria and you will be notified of the outcome. The school will only be notified if 
the outcome is positive.  Even if you are self employed your child may still be eligible.  
 
If we can help in anyway please call into the school office . 

Y3 Update 
As part of our Roman topic 

in Year 3, Rensar created a 

Roman soldier using card-

board, paint and tin foil to 

be a part of our school dis-

play.  

 

17th October, Herts Development Centre, Stevenage 10am – 12:30 

Or 

24th October, Mid Herts Music Centre, Hatfield 10am – 12:30 

FREE training from: 

Maths specialist consultant (formerly chief maths examiner) 

English Specialist – former Head of Department, now Adviser. 

Support the education of the child in your care as the progress from 

Primary school into Secondary school. 

Who this is for: 

 Carers of children aged 9-13 this is school year 5,6,7 & 8. 

Carers who have children on a permanency basis. 

Carers who will support children of this age range up to age 16 on a respite 

basis. 

To book: email Virtual School virtualschool@hertfordshire.gov.uk

 

Debbie Bloomfield, SENDCO 
"It is great to see that some parents/carers have made sep-
arate appointments to see me next week to update SEND 
provision and progress for your child.  There are still a few 
slots available, so please go on-line to book. 

If you would prefer me to accompany you for your class 
teacher consultation - please contact the school office to 
see if I am available at that specific time". 

Parent Governors Required 
We are currently looking for parent governors and would be delighted to hear from you if 
you have an interest in the performance of the school; a desire to contribute to and represent 
the community; the ability to look at issues objectively; the confidence to ask questions and 
join in debate; a willingness to listen and make informed judgements and a child or children 
currently attending the School. 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/At-school/Free-school-meals/Free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/At-school/Free-school-meals/Free-school-meals.aspx
mailto:virtualschool@hertfordshire.gov.uk

