
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This week has been national Anti-Bullying Week and we have focused on it through-
out the week during PSHE lessons and assemblies. Through this year’s theme of 
‘change starts with us’, we have been teaching the children that we all have a re-
sponsibility to make our school a safer and more pleasant place for everyone by do-
ing things such as: 
 change starts with us choosing not to pass on a rumour 
 change starts with us choosing to tell an adult if we hear someone being un-

kind about someone else 
 change starts with us choosing to smile at our classmates when we come to 

school 
 change starts with us choosing to be kind online and telling an adult if some-

one we know starts to cyber bully someone else 
 
During assembly today I emphasised to the children what is and what is not bullying. 
Bullying is unprovoked behaviour by an individual or a group usually repeated over 
time that intentionally hurts another individual either physically or emotionally. Bul-
lying is not the occasional falling out with friends, one-off name-calling, arguments or 
when the occasional trick or joke is played on someone. When occasional problems of 
this kind arise it is not classed as bullying. It is an important part of children’s develop-
ment to learn how to deal with friendship breakdowns and develop social skills to 
repair relationships.  
 
As I mentioned in last week’s newsletter, I have rewritten the Anti-Bullying Policy 
and this was issued to all staff last week - you can access it on the website: http://
hammondacademy.org.uk/21/policies. 
 
I am aware that some of you have not been happy with the school’s response to alle-
gations of bullying in the past. The new policy provides much clearer guidance to 
staff about what they should do if they are informed of an allegation of bullying and 
I highlighted this to them during our weekly briefing last Friday and via an email to 
all staff. The policy also explains what we would like you to do if you suspect your 
child is being bullied and it contains the contact details of a number of organisations 
who can offer further advice and support. It would be unrealistic of us to expect there 
will never be any bulling at a school, despite what you and we teach the children. 
What is important is how you and we react when we suspect bullying is taking place. 
Please find the time to read the policy and do get in touch with me if you have any 
queries. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 

Eileen Anderson 
Interim Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

 18th Nov—Open Morning for Re-
ception Parents (Sept 2020 in-
take) 

 
 18th Nov-Boys A team vs South 

Hill (A) 
 
 27th Nov—Open Morning for  

Reception Parents (Sept 2020 
intake) 

 
 28th Nov-Reception Stay & Play 

(2.45-3.30pm) 
 
 29th Nov—FOH Non Uniform 

Day 
 
 1st Dec—FOH Christmas Fair (12-

3pm) 
 
 2nd Dec-Y5 Tigers Eye, Victorian 

Tea Party (2.30-3pm) 
 
 3rd Dec-Y5 Jet Victorian Tea Par-

ty (2.30-3pm) 
 
 5th Dec-Y5 Garnet Victorian Tea 

Party (2.30-3pm) 
 
 6th Dec—Year 4 Jasper Swimming 

payment deadline 

Attendance 

Well done to Y5 Jet classes who 

are this week’s winners achiev-

ing  99.6% attendance.  

Target 100% 

Newsletter 

Aspire News 
This week the Special Educational Needs Coordinators (SENCOs) from all the Aspire schools met at both Broadfield Academy 
and Hammond Academy.  The purpose was to shadow a few of the SEN pupils, look at their books and talk to them about 
their learning. All of the SENCOs felt it was a very useful exercise that helped them review their support for pupils with addition-
al needs, share good practise and suggest ideas for improving pupils' access to the curriculum to make progress. Later in the 
term they will do the same at the other schools in the Trust.  

 

Miss Bond, our Higher Level Teaching Assistant, attended an open morning run by West Herts Teaching School (part 
of Aspire), for an insight into Teach First teacher training. She felt it was a really useful session. 

Miss Anderson had a meeting with Mrs Parsey to review the school’s targets for statutory assessments (Y2 and Y6 
SATs) and to discuss the actions the school is taking to ensure pupils make good progress. 

http://hammondacademy.org.uk/21/policies
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Parent Governors Required 
We are currently looking for parent governors and would be 
delighted to hear from you if you have an interest in the 
performance of the school; a desire to contribute to and rep-
resent the community; the ability to look at issues objective-
ly; the confidence to ask questions and join in debate; a will-
ingness to listen and make informed judgements and a child 
or children currently attending the School. 

Open Mornings—New Reception Parents, Sept 2020 

(Please book with the School office) 

Weds 13th Nov 2019 9.15–10.15, 10.45–11.45 or 2.00–3.00 

Mon 18th Nov 2019 9.15–10.15, 10.45–11.45 
Weds 27th Nov 2019 9.15–10.15, 2.00–3.00,  
Mon 9th Dec 2019 9.15–10.15 
Weds 8th Jan 2020 9.15–10.15 

After School Clubs 
Rugby Club, Tennis & Netball Club 
We still have places available on these clubs run by external 
resources.   Please contact the school office for further details. 
 

EYFS 
Our children in Nursery and Reception play out in our out-
door area in all weathers and why not? - its fun to be out-
side! 
 
As you can imagine, this can sometimes mean a change of 
clothing is required.  Can we please therefore ask that you 
ensure your child has a spare change of clothes in school 
(including socks).   
 
Thank you in advance for your co-operation. 

Year 2 
Year 2 children worked really hard on their Acrostic Poems. 

 

Year 4 
Our Year 4 children produced some amazing Poppy art-
work. 
 

Learning Hero of the Week 
To be presented in class as follows: 

Thursday 21st November at 3.15pm 
Y1 Jade: Olena, Year 1 Pearl: Nehir, 

Year 2 Emerald: Joshua, Year 2 Diamond: Sophia T, 
Year 3 Sapphire: Sonny, Year 3 Moonstone: James-Dean, 

Year 4 Citrine: Iris, Year 4 Jasper: Emily, Year 4 Quartz: Isla, 
Year 5 Garnet: Leon,  Year 5 Jet: Alex, Year 5 Tigers Eye: Megan, 

Year 6 Aquamarine: Scott, Year 6 Crystal: Matthew, Year 6 Turquoise: Prestyn, 

Early Years 
Presented in class today: 

 
Nursery: Lois and Heath,  

Reception, Coral: Aliza , Reception, Sunstone: Ivy, 

Football Clubs 
Change of Pick up 

 
Please be advised that Football clubs run by 
Mr Rickman and Mr Rowlands will now finish 
at 4.15pm, due to the darker evenings. 
 
For this reason, please arrange for your child 
to be collected at this time. They will be una-
ble to walk home alone (even if permission 
has previously been granted). 
 
Thank you in advance for your co-operation. 

Parking 

We received no complaints about parking this week – hur-
rah! Whether that means parents have been more consider-
ate in their parking or our neighbours just haven’t com-
plained this week I don’t know, but it was good not to re-
ceive complaints. Long may it last. 

Transitions Survey  
Do you have a child in Reception or Year 1? Hertfordshire 
County Council are consulting with parents/carers on how it 
was for parents and children starting school. Please take 5 
minutes to complete the survey: https://
surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/V5N7F/  
Closing date: Monday 2nd December 2019 

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/V5N7F/
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Families First Portal – Information for 

families, parents or carers 
The Families First Portal is a website which helps 

Hertfordshire families find: 
Information, advice and guidance on local and 
national services for families, parents or carers. 

Many of the services are free for families to access. 
It is accessible on mobile devices. 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst 

Hertfordshire Directory 
A directory of organisations, services and groups in Hertfordshire 
that can help you with problems you or your family may be facing.  

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk 
 

School Council Trip 
Yesterday, our school Council (Yr 4- 6) went to Westminster to 
visit the Houses of Parliament, along with another two schools 
from the Aspire Trust. The children got the incredible opportunity 
to see the House of Commons and the House of Lords and learn 
about the process of making a law. They represented Hammond 
beautifully.  

Keep an eye out for a more detailed account from the children in 
next week’s newsletter! 

A gathering of people who have been 

Bereaved, meeting for coffee and  

Conversation on the  

third Tuesday of the month 

from 11:00am to 1:00pm 

at St Paul’s Church Hall, Solway, Highfield, 

Hemel Hempstead, HP2 5QN 

Friday 29th November 
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