
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have had a very calm start to the new term and it has been lovely to see the chil-
dren so focussed on their learning in their classrooms and to have so many of them visit 
me in my office to show me their good learning. 
 
On Wednesday Mrs Laver and I worked with Mrs Parsey (Aspire’s CEO) and Mrs Breslin 
(Principal at Bovingdon Primary Academy) to review teaching and learning at Ham-
mond. We spent the day visiting most classes to observe the quality of teaching and 
learning and to see if strategies introduced at recent staff training are being implement-
ed. We identified many positive aspects of teaching and learning at Hammond, includ-
ing: the calm learning atmosphere in school is helping the children to learn well; most 
children are engaged in their learning throughout the academy; presentation in books is 
generally good and improving; teachers are modelling learning well and are providing 
additional support for children who need it; teaching assistants are used well; our new 
nurture room provision is meeting the needs of the individual children who are using it; 
senior leaders have high expectations, have identified the next steps for the academy 
and are providing support to improve teaching and learning where this is needed. It was 
a positive day and Mrs Laver and I will continue to work on the areas we have identi-
fied for improvement. 
 
Next week is national Anti-Bullying Week and you will find a note elsewhere in this 
newsletter about Odd Socks Day which takes place next week as part of our anti-
bullying focus. The theme for this year’s Anti-Bullying Week is ‘change starts with us’ and 
this will be the focus of discussions with the children during PSHE lessons and assemblies 
next week. I have recently rewritten Hammond’s Anti-Bullying Policy and this will be 
issued to parents next Friday once staff have had a chance to read it and get back to 
me with any queries they may have.  
 
Have a lovely weekend. 

Eileen Anderson 
Interim Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

 11th Nov-Boys B vs South Hill 
(H) 

 
 12th Nov-Boys A vs Yewtree 

(A) 
 
 13th Nov-Year 1 Inter Schools 

Competition 
 
 13th Nov-Boys A vs Greenway 

(H) 
 
 13th Nov—FOH Second Hand 

Uniform Sale 
 
 18th Nov-Boys A team vs 

South Hill (A) 
 
 29th Nov—FOH Non Uniform 

Day! 
 
 1st Dec—FOH Christmas Fair 

(12-3pm) 
 
 6th Dec—Year 4 Jasper Swim-

ming payment deadline 

Attendance 

Well done to Y2 Emerald, 

Y3 Moonstone & Y4 Citrine 
classes who are this week’s 

winners achieving  99.3% 
attendance.  

Newsletter 

Learning Hero of the Week 
To be presented in class as follows: 

Thursday 7th November at 3.15pm 
Y1 Jade: Hassan, Year 1 Pearl: Semmy, 

Year 2 Emerald: Lucy, Year 2 Diamond: Muna, 
Year 3 Sapphire: Gilfred, Year 3 Moonstone: Breanna, 

Year 4 Citrine: Brooke, Year 4 Jasper: Joel, Year 4 Quartz: , 
Year 5 Garnet: ,  Year 5 Jet: Lily, Year 5 Tigers Eye: Tiger, 

Year 6 Aquamarine: Ellie, Year 6 Crystal: Harrison, Year 6 Turquoise: Amy, 

 
Early Years 

Presented in class today: 
Nursery: Elsie and Alice,  

Reception, Coral: Daniel, Reception, Sunstone: Sameeha, 

 
 
 
Aspire News 

 
This week Mrs Laver attended day 2 of 
an Aspire leadership course for deputy 
and assistant principals. We are very 
fortunate to be part of a Trust that 
includes West Herts Teaching School 
and an experienced trainer in Mr Evans 
(Executive Principal) so that our senior 
leaders can have access to high quality 
leadership training. 

THANK YOU! 
Thank you for your contributions  towards the Non Uniform day at the end of last term.  

Together you helped raise £441.50 towards the Year 6 enterprise and residential trip. 



Pers
evera

nce 

 

behaviours and Consequences 
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Year 1 Jade 
Year one Jade and Pearl have enjoyed 
creating fireworks paintings 

Parent Governors Required 
We are currently looking for parent gover-
nors and would be delighted to hear from 
you if you have an interest in the perfor-
mance of the school; a desire to contribute to 
and represent the community; the ability to 
look at issues objectively; the confidence to 
ask questions and join in debate; a willing-
ness to listen and make informed judge-
ments and a child or children currently at-
tending the School. 

Anti Bullying Day 

Friday 15th November 2019 
#ChangeStartsWithUs 

 

Odd socks day: to celebrate what makes us all unique  

We will have a themed day covering ‘Anti-bullying’ on Friday next week. 
The children can come in odd socks, these can be as colourful and as quirky 
as they like! 

The day sends an important message to people that they should be allowed 
to be themselves, free from bullying and helps us celebrate Anti-Bullying 
Week in a fun and positive way. 

The Active and Safer Travel Team at Hertfordshire County Council 
have asked us to promote “Be Bright Be Seen” to raise awareness to 
pupils that with the clocks changing there is less daylight hours. 

Reception were delighted to welcome Mrs Vyas into school to share her 
Diwali celebrations with us!    

 

 

Open Mornings—New Reception Parents, Sept 

2020 (Please book with the School office) 

Weds 13th Nov 2019 9.15–10.15, 10.45–11.45 or 2.00–

3.00 

Mon 18th Nov 2019 9.15–10.15, 10.45–11.45 
Weds 27th Nov 2019 9.15–10.15, 2.00–3.00,  
Mon 9th Dec 2019 9.15–10.15 
Weds 8th Jan 2020 9.15–10.15 

Rugby Club 
Letters went out this week about a new sports club (for 
Y3-6), which starts on Monday 11th Nov until 9th Dec.  Its 
Tag Rugby and will be taking place at Hemel Stags, 
Monday PM from 3.30 pm to 4.30 pm.  Please note 
that the Coach will escort children from school to 
Hemel Stags.  Parents will collect from Hemel 
Stags at 4.30 pm.   

Tennis & Netball Club 
We also have availability on the above clubs run by 
Horizon on Monday and Thursday for Years 3-6.  Please 
enquire at the office for further details. 
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Families First Portal – Information for 

families, parents or carers 
The Families First Portal is a website which helps 

Hertfordshire families find: 
Information, advice and guidance on local and 
national services for families, parents or carers. 

Many of the services are free for families to access. 
It is accessible on mobile devices. 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst 

 
Hertfordshire Directory 

A directory of organisations, services and groups in Hert-
fordshire that can help you with problems you or your fam-
ily may be facing. 

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk 

Parking 

I want to start by saying thank you to the many parents who always park safely when dropping-off or picking-up their chil-
dren from school. Unfortunately, hardly a week goes by when we don’t receive several complaints about parking from local 
residents. I know drop-off and pick-up times are difficult because of the number of parents using cars and the very limited 
parking spaces available in the immediate area, and I do understand that some of you need to drive because you are on your 
way to or from work or you live too far away to walk. However, there is no need for everyone to want to park as close to 
school as possible – try parking a few minutes walk away from the school and you will find it so much easier to find a safe 
place to park. 
 
Local residents expect the school to solve the parking issue but we explain to them that we have no legal authority over the 
way some parents park – all we can do is ask you to be more considerate via notes in the newsletter. Our advice to local resi-
dents is that they should report dangerous and illegal parking to the police on 101 as this follows the advice issued by Dacorum 
Borough Council. 
 
Apart from damaging the reputation of the school, those of you who park dangerously or illegally should consider what mes-
sage you are giving to your own children when you park illegally or when you shout at local residents who politely ask you to 
move your car. Let’s all aim for next week to be a week when we receive no parking complaints from local residents!  
 
Miss Anderson 

Year 3 Art Work 
Remembrance day poppy art work.  

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk

