
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Welcome back to a new school year and a special welcome to those families who are new to 
Hammond – I hope you have a happy and successful time with us. 
 
We have had a lovely week this week: the school has been very calm with children working and 
behaving very well, and our new staff have fitted into the Hammond team and are already mak-
ing excellent suggestions about how they can use their knowledge and experience to improve 
teaching and learning throughout the school. At the staff meeting on Tuesday I shared with the 
teachers the 4 main priorities in our Academy Improvement Plan: improving reading throughout 
the school; improving teaching to enable pupils to make good progress across the curriculum; de-
veloping our subject leaders and improving teaching and learning in art and design. Throughout 
this term I will share with you some of the actions we take and the progress we make on these 
priorities. 
 
This year we are aiming to have a more punctual and orderly start to the school day. At 8.45am a 
whistle will be blown on the infant playground and a bell will be rung on the KS2 playground to 
indicate that school has started and all children need to stop playing and join their class line. It 
would be really helpful if those of you who stand by the line with your children could encourage 
them to line up smartly and show they are ready to go to class. Teachers will then lead their classes 
in and the classroom door will be shut. Children who arrive after this time are late for school and 
must go to the office to be signed in. 
 
We are making a few changes to assemblies this term. Star Learners will be chosen on a Friday 
and the assemblies for parents will take place on Thursday afternoons. We are introducing a whole 
school celebration assembly on Fridays so we can all get together and celebrate the achievements 
of our children. One child will be selected from each class and they will be presented with a certifi-
cate to acknowledge their achievements. This will be a lovely way for us to end the week. The first 
one takes place next week. 
 
The dates for the ‘Meet the Teacher’ meetings are below. Please do your best to attend so you can 
get to know your child’s teacher and find out about the curriculum and expectations for the com-
ing year. A full list of events for the autumn term will be included in next week’s newsletter. 
 
Finally, just to confirm the leadership and management arrangements for this term while Miss 
Graham continues her maternity leave. My time at Hammond has been extended to include Fri-
days so I will be here Tuesday – Friday. Mr Lyndon Evans, Executive Principal, will be here on 
Mondays and will be available to see parents..  
 
I hope you all have a lovely weekend. 

 
Eileen Anderson 

Interim Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

 2nd Sept—Inset Day 

 3rd Sept—Return to school  

 12th Sept—Year 4 Citrine Swimming 

Lesson (9-10.30am) 

 16th Sept—Year 1 Meet the Teacher 

 18th Sept—Year 2 Meet the Teacher 

 19th Sept—Year 3 Meet the Teacher 

 23rd Sept—Year 4 Meet the Teacher 

 25th Sept—Year 5 Meet the Teacher 

 26th Sept—Year 6 Meet the Teacher 

 7th Oct—School Photographs 

(Individual) 

 14th Oct—School Photographs 

(Siblings) 

 28th Oct — 1st Nov Half Term 

 

Attendance 

Well done to Y1 Pearl class 

who are this week’s winners 

achieving 97% attendance.   

Target: 100% 

Newsletter 

Learning Hero of the 
Week 

To be presented in class as 
follows: 

 
Thursday 12th September at 3.15pm 

 
Y1 Jade: Penny Year 1 Pearl: Scarlett 

Year 2 Emerald: Aryan Year 2 Diamond: Sasha 
Year 3 Sapphire: Amirah Year 3 Moonstone: Max 

 
Year 4 Citrine: Daisy P Year 4 Jasper: Haniya 

Year 4 Quartz: Leona 
Year 5 Garnet: Aaliyah Year 5 Jet: Ishaan 

Year 5 Tigers Eye: Luke 
Year 6 Aquamarine: Lacey Year 6 Crystal: Tain 

Year 6 Turquoise: Faizan 

Aspire News 
This year, all of the Aspire schools 

have got the development of read-

ing as one of their main priorities 

in their Academy Improvement 

Plan and it was great for all of the 

Aspire teachers to meet together 

at our inset day on Monday to 

start making plans for how we 

intent to support our children in 

developing a love of reading and 

making good progress in their 

reading. We have some great plans 
for Hammond and we look for-

ward to sharing them with you 

throughout this term. 

Meet the teacher 
Parents are invited in to our ‘Meet the Teacher’ 
meetings which will take place at 3.35pm on the 
following days: 

KS1   KS2 

Year 1: Mon 16th Sept  Year 4: Mon 23rd Sept 

Year 2: Weds 18th Sept  Year 5: Weds 25th Sept 

Year 3: Thurs 19th Sept Year 6: Thurs 26th Sept 

 

KS1 meetings will take place in one of the classes 
for that year group.  KS2 meetings will be held in 
the school hall.  

We look forward to welcoming you on the day! 
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Sports Clubs 
Mr Rickman is currently organising the Sports clubs for the term and we 
will communicate information to Parents/Carers once finalised. 

Contact Details 
Please ensure you have updated the school office if you have moved, 
changed mobile number or name due to marriage over the Summer.  It is 
imperative our details are kept updated. 

Please either call into the office in person or email:  

Admin@hammondacademy.org.uk 

Thank you 
Thank you to Mr Porterfield and the premises 

team who did such a fabulous job during the 

summer holiday preparing the school for the 

start of the new school year. Classrooms and 

corridors have been painted, new fire doors 

have been fitted, the lighting has been upgraded 

and the whole school thoroughly cleaned. 

Swimming—Year 4 Citrine 
Swimming will commence for your child’s class next 
Thursday 12th September. 

Please log onto School Gateway to make payment if 
you haven't done so already. Thank you. 

Dinner Money 
A reminder to top-up your child's dinner account on 
School Gateway (if necessary).  All dinners need to 
be paid for in advance. 

If your child's account falls into arrears, then you 
will need to supply a packed lunch until the debt is 
cleared. 

If you think you may be eligible for free school 
meals and are in receipt of any of the following 
then please apply to Herts County Council immedi-
ately. 

 Income Support 
 income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
 income-related Employment and Support 

Allowance 
 support under Part VI of the Immigration 

and Asylum Act 1999 
 the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also 

entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an 
annual gross income of no more than 
£16,190) 

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 
weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 
Tax Credit 
Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 
April 2018 your household income must be 
less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not 
including any benefits you get)  


