
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
On Wednesday we welcomed Karin Hutchinson, Lead Wellbeing Adviser at Herts for 
Learning (HfL), to Hammond to assess the school against the HfL Wellbeing Quality 
Mark. This is a quality mark which helps schools promote and place children’s wellbe-
ing at the heart of school life. I am very pleased to inform you that Hammond has 
achieved the Wellbeing Quality Mark with ease and that Karin was very impressed 
with the work staff at Hammond do to help our children thrive. Karen carried out 
many activities during her visit, including: a meeting with the School Council to hear 
their view about life at Hammond; a meeting with me to discuss the support we pro-
vide for vulnerable pupils; a meeting with Mrs Pollard to discuss how she supports pu-
pils and their families; observations of several PSHE lessons to asses the quality of the 
PSHE curriculum. She also met with Mrs Shergill and was very impressed with the way 
she is leading PSHE across the school and with the way she has promoted activities 
such as mindfulness to improve the mental wellbeing of our pupils. Mrs Shergill has 
done a fabulous job in leading the school through the various aspects of this quality 
mark over the last 12 months and on behalf of everyone in our school community I 
congratulate her on what she has achieved. 
 
Have a lovely weekend 

Eileen Anderson 
Interim Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

 9th Dec-Open Morning for Recep-
tion Parents (Sept 2020 intake) 

 
 10th Dec-EYFS Carol Concert 

(9.15am) 

 11th Dec-NHS Flu Vaccinations 

 13th Dec-Christmas Jumper Day in 

support of Save the Children 

 17th Dec– Years 1 & 2 Nativity 

(2.30pm) 

 18th Dec– Years 1 & 2 Nativity 

(9.15am) 

 18th Dec-Christmas Lunch 

 19th Dec—School Class Parties 

(Nursery 10-11am, All other Year 
Groups 2.00-3.30pm) 

 20th Dec- End of Term 1pm finish 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 

 

 

 

 

 6th Jan– INSET Day (School 

Closed) 

 7th Jan– Back to School (8.45am) 

 9th Jan—Year 4 Jasper Swimming  

Attendance 

Well done to Y6 Turquoise 
classes who are this week’s    
winners achieving  99.3%    

attendance.  
 

Target 100% 

Newsletter 

Learning Hero of the Week 
Our Learning Hero’s will return in January! 

Early Years 
Presented in class today: 

Nursery: Whole Class,  Reception, Coral: Teddy, Reception, Sunstone: Lincoln, 

Snow Forecast 

In the event of severe weather/heavy 
snowfall, it may be necessary to close 
the school.  Parents will be notified via 
the Hammond APP should this be the 
case.  Please check this for updates.  

  

 

Aspire News 
Mrs Meacock spent time at Knutsford 
Primary Academy seeing how the 
Wellcomm intervention is used to 
support the speech and language 
development of children in nursery 
and reception classes. We will soon be 
getting started with this intervention 
at Hammond. 

Catering Vacancy  
We currently have a vacancy for a catering 
assistant to join our team. Please contact 
Paul Bodsworth, Catering Manager 
(pbodsworth@aspireacademies.org.uk) for 
more information or visit Teach in Herts. 

Christmas Dinner 
 

Christmas Dinner will be served on 18th 
December 2019.  If your child is in Years 3-
6 and wishes to have a Christmas dinner, 
please ensure their dinner account is in 
credit 48hours beforehand.  School dinner 
is charged at £2.40 per day.  If their     
account is not in credit we will assume 
your child is having a packed lunch.  
 
Children in Reception to Year 2 will 
get this free of charge under the 
Government Universal Free School 
Meal scheme.  

mailto:pbodsworth@aspireacademies.org.uk
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SCHOOL ADMISSIONS CONSULTATION 2021/22 
Hammond Academy is consulting on the proposed admissions arrangements for the school year 2021/22 and is 
seeking responses from parents/carers, schools and community groups.  The proposed change is: 
  
To add the following wording and definition to our admission arrangements for 2021/22:-  
 
Rule 4             Children of Staff:  

 
Children of staff can only be admitted in the following circumstances:  
  
• if the member of staff has been employed at the school for two or more years at the time at which 
the application for admission to the school is made, and/or  
  
• if the member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable skill short-
age.  

 
Staff must be employed at the individual school.  Children of staff employed by the MAT or at a 
“linked” or federated school cannot be prioritised under this rule unless they are employed at the 
individual school within the given definition.  Children must live at the same permanent address as 
the employee of the school.  
 

The consultation period runs from 18th November 2019 to 5th January 2020.  Please send your comments regard-
ing the proposal to Hammond Academy directly at admissions@hammondacademy.org.uk. 

Reception Stay & Play 
 
Thank you to all the parents who attended the stay and play for 
reading last week. The children were really excited and loved shar-
ing stories with their families.  
 
If you did not receive a reading guidance pack, please see Mrs 
Lacey.  

 After School Club Cancellations 
If you book your child onto After School Club, but no longer 
need the place on that session.  Please ensure you advise a 
member of the office staff that your child will NOT be at-
tending that day.   

This will alleviate members of staff searching the school for 
“no show” children who have already been collected at 
3.30pm. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

 

School Gates 
We would like to remind Parents that the school entrance 
gates will remain closed until after 4.30pm.  If collecting chil-
dren from After School Club before this time, you will need 
to park “off site” as there will be no access to school grounds 
beforehand.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

mailto:admissions@hammondacademy.org.uk
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Families First Portal – Information for 
families, parents or carers 

The Families First Portal is a website which helps 
Hertfordshire families find: 

Information, advice and guidance on local and 
national services for families, parents or carers. 

Many of the services are free for families to access. 
It is accessible on mobile devices. 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst 

Hertfordshire Directory 
A directory of organisations, services and groups in Hert-
fordshire that can help you with problems you or your 
family may be facing. www.hertfordshire.gov.uk 

Christmas Jumper Day! 
 
Save the Children's Christmas Jumper Day is coming on Fri-
day 13 December! Children are welcome to come to school in 
a Christmas Jumper - we ask that you kindly donate £1 to 
Save the Children.  

We thought this year if parents had any Christmas jumpers 
that they would like to donate to the school, we could then 
give them to children that might not have one. It’s also a 
good way of recycling. We will then donate them to a local 
charity shop after Christmas. 

 

Mayor of Dacorum  

Christmas Card Competition 
Congratulations to Sophia in Year 2 Diamond, whose pic-
ture was chosen as highly commended in the 7 and under 
category.  The Mayor was very impressed with your art-
work—Well done! 

 

 

Thank You from  

Friends of Hammond 
 

We would like to thank all the parent helpers and teach-
ing staff for your help on the lead up to and during the 
Frost Fair last weekend.   

Our Non Uniform day was a success and an amazing num-
ber of items were donated by parents and staff for the 
Tombola/Raffle stall! 

Lastly, a huge thank you to all those who attended on the 

day and helped raise a massive £1700 for the school. 
The Committee work really hard to bring you these events.  
So if you are interesting in joining this small team or have 
any suggestions for future events, please contact: 

Hammond.friends@hammondacademy.org.uk 

Thanks again for your continued support! 

The Committee 

School Club End Dates 
 
Please be aware that Mr Rickman’s Sports Clubs and Fri-
day After School club will finish for Christmas next week on 
Friday 13th December 2019.   

Our (Monday—Thursday) After School club will finish on 
Thursday 19th December. 
 

CASPA Dance and Team Horizon will be contacting par-
ents of  children who attend their clubs directly.  Please di-
rect all queries you have to them. Thank you. 

Spring Term Sports Clubs 
Mr Rickman will be communicating new clubs to Parents 
before we break up on 20th.  However, booking via School 
Gateway will not be available until January. 

Christmas Events 
10th Dec—Nursery & Reception Christmas Concert 

(9.15am) 

13th Dec—Christmas Jumper Day (in support of Save the 
Children) 

17th Dec - Years 1 & 2 Nativity (2.30pm) 

18th Dec— Years 1 & 2 Nativity (9.15am) 

18th Dec— Christmas Lunch 

19th Dec—Nursery Class Party (10-11am) 

19th Dec—Whole School Class Party, (except 
Nursery) 2.00-3.30pm 

20th End of Autumn Term (1pm finish) 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk
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Finishing Touch LTD Sports 
Clubs! 

Letters have gone home today  with details of three 
new sports clubs after Christmas.  These clubs will be run 
by Finishing Touch LTD, please follow the link below to 

sign up online! 

https://www.finishingtouchsports.com/booking-online  
 

Wednesdays (8.00-8.45) - Sporting Values Club (Y1-3) 
Friday (8.00-8.45) - Sporting Values Club (Y4-6) 

Friday (1.00-2.00) - #ThisGirlCan (Y3-6) 
 

Alternatively please email finishingtouchsports@gmail.com for more info! 

Boys vs Westfield 
 

Great victory for our Red Team vs West-
field on Tuesday.  A tougher game than 
we expected early on, with both teams 
enjoying plenty of chances in front of 

goal.  The boys dug in hard to come out 
on top, fully deserving the win at the fi-

nal whistle! 

Man of the Match—Cayden   

Boys vs Hobbs Hill 
Wood 

On Thursday our Blue Team faced Hobbs 
Hill Wood in the Last 16 of the Wix 9 a side 
Cup.  It was a proud teacher day for me!  
Our Boys took an early lead through a 
fantastic goal by Freddie, managing to 
get a toe to the ball to poke it into the 

empty net.  Our game strategy was to sit 
back and soak up the pressure from HHW 
and we did so brilliantly until the final mi-
nute. The boys showed true class, determi-

nation and grit against talented oppo-
nents.  Despite the game ending as a 

draw I feel as though our Boys fully de-
served the win.  The game will be re-

played after the Christmas Break. 

Man of the Match—Tain 

 
 

https://www.finishingtouchsports.com/booking-online

