
Dear Parents and Carers, 
I mentioned in the first newsletter of this term that improving reading and improving 
teaching and learning in art and design were amongst Hammond’s priorities for this 
year. 
 
There will be lots of training events for teachers and teaching assistants throughout the 
year so that they can refine their skills in the teaching of reading but there are several 
things you can do at home too to support your child’s progress in reading: spending 5 or 
10 minutes at bedtime reading to your child is a lovely way to help your child wind 
down and get ready for sleep and to help them develop a love of reading; join the li-
brary so your child can borrow books, ebooks and audio books and join in with some of 
the activities that the libraries organise; hear your child read their book from school a 
few times per week. At the parent teacher meetings later this month class teachers will 
be giving all parents some information that will support you when you are hearing your 
child read at home – I will explain more about that nearer the time. With home and 
school working together we will help the children make the best progress they can, whilst 
also helping them develop a love of reading and an understanding of why it is such an 
important life skill. 
 
This week we welcomed Mrs Elliott, the art subject leader from Knutsford Primary Acad-
emy, to lead the first in a series of staff meetings she will be leading this year to support 
Hammond teachers in developing their understanding of the art curriculum and to give 
them some ideas to use with the children in class. The focus this week was on drawing 
and how teachers can support children in developing their observational and their im-
aginative drawing skills. Mrs Elliott is a very talented artist and her support will be inval-
uable this year. As soon as class teachers make a start on using Mrs Elliott’s ideas I will 
include some photographs of children’s work in a regular ‘Art Corner’ section we will 
have in the weekly newsletter so we can all see the progress that is being made. In the 
meantime, you will see some art work from Y6 Aquamarine in this week’s Art Corner. 
 
I hope you all have a lovely weekend. 

Eileen Anderson 
Interim Principal 
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Forthcoming Dates: 

 7th Oct—Boys B team vs Bo-

vingdon (Home) 

 7th Oct—School Photographs 

(Individual) 

 11th Oct-Year 3-6 Cross Coun-

try (Astley Cooper) 

 14th Oct—School Photographs 

(Siblings) 

 14th Oct-Year 2 Cross Country 

(Adeyfield School) 

 16th Oct-Hammond B Team 

vs Maple Grove (Away) 

 21st Oct—Hammond A Team 

vs The Reddings (Away) 

 22nd Oct—Nursery stay & play 

(10.45—11.20) 

 22nd Oct—Parent Evening 

(Year 5 Jet only) 

 22nd Oct—Hammond B Team 

vs Yewtree (Away) 

 23rd Oct—Year 2 Grovehill 

Church Visit 

 23rd Oct—Parent Evening 

(Whole School) 

 24th Oct—Parent Evening 

(Whole School, except Y5 Jet) 

 25th Oct—Non Uniform Day! 

 28th Oct — 1st Nov Half Term 

 6th Nov—Disco, Nursery – Y6  
 
 13th Nov—Second Hand Uni-

form Sale  

Attendance 

Well done to Y2 Diamond & 

Year 5 Tigers Eye class who 

are this week’s winners 

achieving  100% attendance.  

Newsletter 

Learning Hero of the Week 
To be presented in class as follows: 

Thursday 10th October at 3.15pm 
Y1 Jade: Ava, Year 1 Pearl: Kyle 

Year 2 Emerald:  Charlie W Year 2 Diamond: Harriet 
Year 3 Sapphire: Lily C Year 3 Moonstone: Sadie-Mae 

Year 4 Citrine:  Year 4 Jasper: Luca Year 4 Quartz: Ansh 
Year 5 Garnet: Maisie  Year 5 Jet: Michal Year 5 Tigers Eye: Millie 

Year 6 Aquamarine: Apoorv Year 6 Crystal: Elise Year 6 Turquoise: Leon 

Early Years 
Presented in class today: 
Nursery: Mike-Patrick D  

Reception, Coral:  Priyansh, Reception, Sunstone: Willow 

Aspire News 
The principals met this week to finalise plans for next Tuesday’s staff meeting on reading 
for all Aspire teachers. Reading is a priority across Aspire so it makes sense for staff to join 
together for training whenever possible. 
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Best of British Week! 
We hope your child enjoyed the roast dinner in school 
this week—it really was yummy! 

As you can see from the menu this is a regular feature.  

For parents of children who bring a packed lunch to 
school, we always advise that it is as healthy and fresh as 
possible.  Some useful guidelines can be found here:  

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-
lunchboxes 

Cooking food such as chicken nuggets and burgers at 
home and packing them in your child’s lunch bag is not 
recommended.  As is swapping lunches with other chil-
dren.  Many of our children have food allergies and 
swapping lunches may result in these children coming 
into contact with foods which they are allergic to, the 
outcome of which could be fatal.    

Remember: No Nut products 
(including Nutella) are permitted. 

If you have any concerns, please contact 
the school office. 

Reception Stay & Play 
The children in Reception had a wonderful time at our stay 
and play afternoon, enjoying many fine motor activities.  We 
aim to develop their dexterity and strength and with 
these skills, your child is able to complete important tasks 
such as writing, feeding, buttoning and zippering. We would 
like to say a huge thank you to all of you who came and 
supported the children during our stay and play afternoon. 

Ms Bennett and Mrs Lacey  

Friends of Hammond  
As communicated earlier this week, 
Friends of Hammond are looking 

for representatives from each class 
throughout the school, to act as a 

point of contact for the PTA and 
parents & carers of their class.  

If you are interested please write 

down your name, the class you will be representing, email 
address & telephone number and post it in the Friends of 

Hammond post box located in the office lobby. 

Forthcoming Events: 

6th November—Disco (Nursery – Year 6)  
13th November—Second Hand Uniform Sale  
29th November—Non Uniform Day 
1st December—Christmas Fair 
 

Please keep an eye out for Posters around the school! 

Office Post Box 
Please remember to make use of the post 
box in the office lobby for any return slips 
and school correspondence.  This box is 

emptied daily! 

School Photographer 
The school photographer will be coming in on 
Monday 7th and 14th October. Please en-
sure your child comes into school in full uniform. 
This applies to Reception children also!       
Thank you for your co-operation. 

Bronze Ambassador Training Day 
On 1st October our Bronze Ambassadors, Emilia (6T), 
David, Michelle (6C) and Ollie-Jay (6A) all attended 

Hatfield University Sports Village to train to be great 
leaders.   

On arrival they were presented with a T-Shirt and got to 
meet guest speaker Linford Christie OBE, (an Olympic 

Gold medallist in the 100 metres and Jamaican born 
British runner).  This was a real surprise for the children 

who got an autograph and picture taken with him.  
Look out on the Bronze Ambassador notice board where 

it will appear soon! 

Later in the day, the children got split up.  David and 

Emilia went to do some physical activities and Michelle 
and Ollie-Jay stayed in the Sports hall to talk and make 

a Rap on healthy eating.  They said it was really fun!   
At the end of the day they made a plan for the term 

and got awarded with a whistle each.  It was an amaz-
ing experience for the children.  Well done to all those 

involved.  
 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes


 

 

 
 

Flu Vaccinations 
Nasal Flu Immunisation Consent 
forms need to be returned by no 

later than Friday 11th October! 

Non-Uniform day  

Friday 25th October 2019 
To get started with our Year 6 Fundraising we would like 
to invite all children to come in non-uniform in return for a    
donation of £1. 

Thank you in advance for your support. 

H A M M O N D  A C A D E M Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Sports Clubs Update 
We still have places available on the following sports clubs 
run by Mr Rickman.  If your child is interested in taking 

part please log onto School gateway to book a place: 

 Monday AM—Table Tennis—Year 5—6 

 Tuesday AM—Dodgeball—Years 1-3 

The Team Horizon clubs have also commenced, but still 

have availability on:  

 Monday PM—Netball—Years 3-6 

 Thursday PM—Tennis—Years 3-6 

If your child is interested in taking part, please call into the 
office and pick up a booking form.  

 

 

 
 

Families First Portal – Information for 
families, parents or carers 

The Families First Portal is a website which helps 
Hertfordshire families find: 

Information, advice and guidance on local and 
national services for families, parents or carers. 

Many of the services are free for families to access. 
It is accessible on mobile devices. 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst 

Hertfordshire Directory 
A directory of organisations, services and groups in Hertford-
shire that can help you with problems you or your family 
may be facing. 

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk 

Art Corner 
The children in Y6 Aquamarine have combined pencils, 
pastels and collage to produce these images of World War 
2. 

   

 

 

 

Birthday Treats 
Please note that from Monday (October 7) parents will not be 
allowed to bring cake/party bags in to give out to the children 
for their birthday.  Instead, they may bring in a small pack/tin 
of sweets which MUST NOT CONTAIN NUTS. 

Such sweets should be handed out by the birthday child at the 
end of the day when the class are dismissed to parents  (to 
make sure they are actually allowed to have the sweets).  

We appreciate your co-operation and understanding in this 
matter. 

 

Goldilocks Story Sack 
We are currently looking for donations of the following items 
for a Goldilocks story sack:   

 CD Player (including headphones) 

 Teddy Bears 

 Toy Beds 

 Toy Bowls 

 Toy Chairs 

 Soft Doll 

If you have any of the above items please bring them to the 
school office.  Thank you. 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk

