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          Thursday June 4th 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
ASPIRE Parents’ Update Edition 8 

 
This week has been unprecedented and has once again presented schools with huge challenges, as we have 
opened more widely to larger numbers of pupils. We have been thanking staff for the time, energy and 
care which has gone into planning for the changes and making the return to school safe, happy and 
successful for the children. We would also like to express our thanks to you, the parents and carers, for 
your part in this process and know that we will have your continued support; our schools have been 
receiving some lovely, positive feedback from many of you this week and this is very much appreciated.  
 
Some form of home schooling will continue for children who are not able to be in school. Whilst we are 
aware that this can be challenging, please do what you can to help your child to engage with this learning, 
to maintain good learning habits and to build on their core knowledge and skills.  
 
Reading Focus! 
I’m sure you’re all aware how important it is to keep the children reading and that they continue to enjoy 
their reading. Whilst many will have breathed a sigh of relief when football stopped, others will have really 
missed it! The National Literacy Trust is offering a free ebook for football fans out there, through their 
Premier League Primary Stars campaign.  This link offers access to the new ebook by Dan Freedman and 
great football-related literacy resources. ‘The Kick Off’ is the first book in the 
series. https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/dan-freedman-football-challenge/ 

Spirals and Snails 

We’ve been very lucky with the weather recently, although at the time of 

writing this is changing! Whatever the weather, this is a lovely outdoor art 

activity on a theme of spirals and snails. It will encourage the children to 

take a close look at nature and to then notice and draw the art they see 

within it. They should be able to see lots of maths outside too; for example, 

try searching online for ‘Fibonacci in Nature’. Why not join them? 

https://twitter.com/mrs_darl/status/1264434678649544710/photo/1 

Positivity 

Maintaining a positive attitude can be extremely hard at times like these. We all know that we can help 

children with strategies to think more positively and to turn around less positive thoughts and feelings. This 

lovely Positivity Calendar from ‘Yes Futures’ is a quick and easy way to do this with your children on a daily 

basis.  

https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/dan-freedman-football-challenge/
https://twitter.com/mrs_darl/status/1264434678649544710/photo/1
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Why not have a look – this week’s theme is confidence! More next week. 

https://mcusercontent.com/20fbc482de58f156974a5d454/images/4f8c60c2-4fc3-4048-b4af-

3833dd10f9f6.png  

    Summer Reading Challenge 
This year’s Summer Reading Challenge has been re-
formatted to be all digital.  The dates are expanded to 
include June through to September and the official launch 
is scheduled for Friday June 5th.  Schools will be able to 
update you on how the children can get involved. If you’d 
like more information in the meantime, please read 
through https://readingagency.org.uk/news/media/first-
ambassadors-announced-for-2020-summer-reading-
challenge.html  

 
  

 
“In every crisis there is a blessing wrapped within that we need to take time and 

effort to unwrap and discover.” 
 

Dr. Lucas D. Shallua 
 

 
 
We hope you all manage to enjoy a safe and restful weekend.  
 
Kind regards. 
 

Vicky Parsey    Lyndon Evans 
 
Vicky Parsey and Lyndon Evans 
CEO and Executive Principal  
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