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          Friday May 15th 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
ASPIRE Parents’ Update Edition 6 

 
This has been an intense week of government news and media coverage regarding the possible phased 
wider opening of schools. 
 
All of us at Aspire wish to reassure you all that we are actively planning for this next phase. We’re following 
government guidance closely and are in frequent communication with our school Principals, staff and the 
other members of the central team. As you can imagine, the practicalities of the government’s proposals 
are extremely complex and require a great deal of careful thought. We want you all to know that the safety 
and well-being of your children is, by far, our highest priority and that this influences every decision we 
make. 
 
Please be aware that you will receive details about how the proposed changes directly affect you and your 
family in due course; this communication will come from your child’s school. Please bear with us at this 
time, as there are many considerations, as well as discussions and decisions taking place.   
 
Once again, as home schooling continues, here are a few more ideas which you might find useful, both in 
supporting home learning, but also maintaining a sense of calm, enjoyment and well-being at home.  
 
Guidance for Parents and Carers 
The Department for Education recently produced some detailed guidance for parents and carers, which is 
really useful and easy to access. It answers many of the questions you will have, along with the rationale 
behind them.  
file:///C:/Users/Lyndon/Documents/Health/Re%20Opening/Opening%20schools%20and%20educational%2
0settings%20to%20more%20pupils%20from%201%20June_%20guidance%20for%20parents%20and%20car
ers%20-%20GOV.UK.html 
 
May Half-term 
As with the Easter period, Aspire will operate a hub system over half-term, whereby two of our schools will 
open for the children of key workers and others with a particular need. All schools will be closed for all 
pupils on the Bank Holiday, Monday May 25th, as well as Friday May 29th, for cleaning. 
 
Broadfield will open between Tuesday May 26th and Thursday May 28th for Hemel pupils. 
Knutsford will open for Watford pupils on Tuesday May 26th and The Grove will open for them on 
Wednesday May 27th and Thursday May 28th.  
 
Parents will shortly be contacted about places during the half term break, where applicable.   

file:///C:/Users/Lyndon/Documents/Health/Re%20Opening/Opening%20schools%20and%20educational%20settings%20to%20more%20pupils%20from%201%20June_%20guidance%20for%20parents%20and%20carers%20-%20GOV.UK.html
file:///C:/Users/Lyndon/Documents/Health/Re%20Opening/Opening%20schools%20and%20educational%20settings%20to%20more%20pupils%20from%201%20June_%20guidance%20for%20parents%20and%20carers%20-%20GOV.UK.html
file:///C:/Users/Lyndon/Documents/Health/Re%20Opening/Opening%20schools%20and%20educational%20settings%20to%20more%20pupils%20from%201%20June_%20guidance%20for%20parents%20and%20carers%20-%20GOV.UK.html
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RNIB Talking Books 
The institute’s collection of over 31000 fiction and non-fiction talking books for children and adults is 
available to you absolutely free! You can request books in different formats, whatever suits your family 
best. Why not get the whole family involved and start choosing some exciting new books! 
 
Pupil Expectations 
As with any extended break from school, we always know how important it is to begin to re-set 
expectations when the children return. Schools are going to look very different to the children, who are 
going to have to learn about changed expectations and routines. Some may struggle and for a small 
number, school might want to talk to you about how best to provide for them in the coming weeks. What 
we are certain of is that re-building trusting, meaningful relationships will be deeply significant, as well as a 
sense of community and togetherness. The children will gradually need to have 
their confidence in school and routines re-built, whilst they also get used to 
different ways of working. It will take time, so we all need to be patient and to 
work together! 

Everybody Worries 
However old we are, we all worry, probably more now than ever. This fun book 
by John Burgerman, is a great way to talk with your children about the current 
situation, why we worry at times and what can help us to feel happier, safe and 
secure. 
https://en.calameo.com/read/000777721945cfe5bb9cc?authid=Xu9pcOzU3TQx 
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We all hope you manage to have a safe, happy and restful weekend. 
 
Kind regards. 
 

  

 
"In every crisis, doubt or confusion, take the higher path - the path of compassion, 

courage, understanding and love."    Amit Ray 
 

 

 
 
 
Vicky Parsey           Lyndon Evans 
 

Vicky Parsey    Lyndon Evans 
 
Vicky Parsey and Lyndon Evans 
CEO and Executive Principal  


