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Subject Content Supporting your child at home 

English Reading we will be reading Why the 
Whales Came by Michael Morpurgo.  
Using this text we will revise our reading 
strategies of prediction, clarification, 
inference, asking questions, evaluation, 
summarising and making connections. We 
will then continue to combine the strategies 
within lessons. We will also be using non-
fiction texts linked to ancient Egypt to 
support comprehension skills. 
 
Writing This half term, we will be reading 
The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane. 
Children will build up to writing their own 
adventure story. We will focus on using 
varied sentences structures, selecting 
ambitious vocabulary and being able to edit 
and improve our own writing. 
This will lead on to non-fiction genres 
including letter writing and a recount, using 
different points of views from characters. 

Reading Listen to your child read their home 
reading book at least 3 times a week and have 
discussions about the book with them. 
 
Encourage your child to read from a broad 
genre and visit the local library. 
 
 
Writing  
Making connections – can you read and discuss 
adventure stories that have similarities? 
We made a link between the rabbit (Edward 
Tulane) being lost to the plot of Toy Story. Also, 
the day the crayons quit. Encourage your child to 
describe different character’s views and recognise 
how they can differ. 

Maths This half term we will be focusing on: 
 

 Adding and subtracting decimals using 

mental and formal written methods 

 Money – combining amounts and finding 

change. 

 Solving two-step addition and subtraction 

problems using decimals 

 Identify equal parts, whole and 

complements of 1 

 To add and subtract fractions with 

regrouping 

To discuss money; where and when you use it, 
identifying coins and notes. Ask children to support 
you when making shopping lists and estimating the 
total cost of items. Work out where change will be 
given and how much. 
 
For multiplication practise, go to –  
 
Times Tables Rock Stars 

 
Hit the Button 
 
Multiplication Tables Check 

Science Our science topic this half term is electricity. 
The children will be learning: 

 Sources of electricity 

 How to make a circuit 

 That a circuit needs to be complete for 
electricity to flow through it. 

 Which materials are conductors and 
which are insulators. 

 Able to classify materials by conductor or 
insulator. 

 Describe how a circuit with a switch 
works. 

Encourage your child to talk to you about sources 
of electricity. How many items in your home and 
daily life are run by electricity? 
Can your child explain how a circuit works and how 
they built one? 
 
Look up further information on BBC Bitesize: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zj44jxs 
 

Computing The children will create programs by 
planning, modifying, and testing commands 
to create shapes and patterns. They will use 
Logo, a text-based programming language. 
This unit is the first of the two programming 
units in Year 4, and looks at repetition and 
loops within programming. 

Encourage your child to talk to you about how to 
stay safe online and cyberbullying. 
 
 

Design & 
Technology 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 construct a simple series electrical circuit, 
identifying and naming its basic parts 

Explore some websites: 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgy39j6/articles/z8mxgdm 
 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/login/26892
https://play.ttrockstars.com/login/26892
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zj44jxs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgy39j6/articles/z8mxgdm


 recognise that a switch opens and closes 
a circuit  

 recognise some common conductors and 
insulators, and associate metals with 
being good conductors 

 use their circuits to create simple devices 

 represent a simple circuit in a diagram 
using recognised symbols  

 work safely with electricity 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkj8rj6/articles/zxv482p 

 
 
 

History Not taught this term  

Geography Egypt – we will be focusing on map skills. 

 Identifying the use of maps and different 
types. 

 Finding Egypt on a world map, locating 
landmarks within Egypt and why they 
were built in those locations. 

 Climate – the impact of the climate on the 
lifestyle and building products used. 

 Compare and contrast Egypt and 
England; landmarks.  

 Climate and traditions. 

To share and discuss any knowledge of Egypt.  
Can children tell you what they now know? 
How does Egypt compare to England? 
Do you have maps at home? Where or when 
would you use a map? Encourage children to see 
the range of uses of a map and create your own of 
your local area. 

Art & 
Design 

Not taught this half term  

Music We will be focusing on Black bird by the 
Beatles. We will listen and appraise then 
compare and contrast it to other Beatles 
songs. The children will be encouraged to 
express their preference on the song, 
identify instruments used when it was 
composed and be able to find the beat and 
rhythm.  

At home, listen to some Beatles songs, discussing 
what you like or dislike about them. Which is your 
favourite and why? 

PE Year 4’s main topic this half term is 
athletics. They will be learning about 
different athletics events and having a go at 
each one. Some areas will be recorded and 
assessed. Our main focus is ‘Personal Best’ 
and we are encouraging the children not to 
compare themselves to others but to strive 
to beat their last attempt. 

What part of athletics has your child taken part in 
this week? Can this be replicated at home? Try 
running a certain distance in the garden or the 
park, can they beat their time? Try throwing a ball 
or something similar, how far can they throw it? 
Use measuring skills and a stopwatch to time 
members of the family. Try to also continue to 
enjoy outside time as a family with long walks. 

RE This term our theme is Justice and 
Fairness, focussing on how this is taught in 
different religions including Christianity, 
Islam and Judaism. What do these religions 
teach and how does this look within their 
own communities and the wider local 
community. 

Encourage your child to discuss topics and 
subjects raised in RE lessons. 

PSHE Our Heart Smart theme this half term is 
‘Fake is Mistake’ 
Fake is a Mistake explores identity. 
Learning how to be authentically you and 
how to communicate truth well.  Fake is a 
Mistake is about having the courage to tell 
the truth when we need to but it’s also about 
knowing that we’re enough as we are, that 
the whispers of shame are lies to be 
ignored. We don’t have to pretend to be 
something or someone that we’re not 
because we’re enough as we are. Right 
now. 

Encourage your child to talk to you about the 
importance of knowing yourself and being 
confident enough to tell the truth. 
 
Open the hyperlink below to access and explore 
the Heart Smart Family website. 
Heart Smart Family 
 

French 
 

This half-term the children will be continuing 
to develop their French through the topic of 

Please encourage your child to share new words 
and phrases they’ve learnt in French after their 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkj8rj6/articles/zxv482p
https://www.heartsmart.family/
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 clothes.  This will help them to embed their 
understanding of the rule that adjectives 
come after nouns in French.   
They will also then be learning numbers to 
30. We will be using a range of games and 
songs to support this and consolidating 
previous number knowledge. 

lesson on Wednesdays. 
 
 

 
Please ensure your child has their PE kit in school every day in case of unavoidable changes to the timetable. 
If they use it for an after-school activity, please make sure their kit is returned the following day. Please make 
sure every item of PE kit is named. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Mrs Radomska and Miss Rayment 


