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Subject Content Supporting your child at home 

English In reading lessons, we will read a story 
called ‘Farm Boy’ 
Using this text we will revise our reading 
strategies of prediction, clarification, 
inference, asking questions, evaluation, 
summarising and making connections. 
We will then start combining the 
strategies within lessons. 
 
In writing, we will be looking at ‘The 
Arrival’ by Shaun Tan. We will explore 
the most effective ways to use 
expanded noun phrases and how to be 
selective with vocabulary choices. 
Throughout, we will be focusing on how 
we want to affect our readers. Writing 
will include poems, diary entry and a 
story. 

Please ensure your child is reading a range of text 
types/genres at home and that books they choose are 
both enjoyable and challenging. They should read 
independently and to other people; this is important to 
practice reading with expression and intonation.  
Please also talk to them about their reading, for 
example: discuss the plot, characters, setting, genre 
etc. (see bookmark for questions you can ask, all 
children should have one). 
Reminder that reading records are checked every 
Friday. 
 
Your child will have weekly spellings to learn and will 
be tested on these in class weekly. These spellings, 
linked to the National Curriculum, include a mixture of 
high frequency words as well as spelling patterns and 
rules taught in class each week. The spellings are 
written using the joins from the handwriting scheme 
we use at Hammond. Please encourage your child to 
develop and improve their handwriting so that their 
writing is joint and legible 
 
Your child will also have a GPaS (grammar, 
punctuation and spelling) task to practise for 
homework.  

Maths This half term we will be focusing on: 
 
-Fraction calculation using the four 
operations 
-Fractions, decimals and percentages 
-Measures – converting between 
different metric units 
-Volume – finding the space inside a 3d 
shape. 
 

Calculation skills are absolutely vital at this stage. 
Please use the calculation guide we sent home before 
half term to revise and practise the four operations. 
 
For multiplication practise go to Times Tables 
Rockstars (available on laptops and as an app – it 
tends to work better on tablets than phones) 
 
For other areas of maths https://nrich.maths.org/8113 
is a great collection of fun problems to explore. 
 

Science Our science topic this half term is 
‘Evolution and Inheritance’ 
Some of the aspects we will cover 
include: 
-The Recap of life processes and natural 
vs inherited 
-Classification - identifying features 
-Using a key to classify animals 
-Learning about Charles Darwin 
-Evolution experiment 
-Theory of evolution 
 
 

Useful online links include: 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhhvcw/articles
/z9qs4qt  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhhvcw/articles
/zp9f4qt  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhhvcw  
 

https://www.outstandingscience.co.uk/index.php?ac
tion=view_page&page=view_unit&unit=6c  
 

Computing E-safety- with the increased online 
activity, via games, phones, apps etc. 
we are learning how to keep safe online. 
This ranges from how to identify secure 
websites, what information shouldn’t be 
shared online to online bullying and 
what to do in that situation. 
 
Coding – Children will practise coding 

You’ll find lots of support and advice for parents and 
carers on keeping your child safe online at 
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/  
 
 
 
Provide opportunities for your child to create games 
using free online coding apps such as scratch, kodu 
and MS LOGO. 
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using programs such as scratch, kodu 
and MS LOGO 
 

Design & 
Technology 

Linked to our topic, ‘The Maya’ we will 
be designing, making and evaluating a 
Mayan mask using papier mache 
technique and paint. 
 

https://www.britishmuseum.org/projects/preserving-
maya-heritage this gives examples of masks found 
from the Maya civilisation 

History Our spring term topic is ‘The Mayans’. 
 
Some of questions we will be answering 
through the course of this topic are: 
 

 Who were the ancient Mayans? 

 How did the Mayans live their 
everyday life? 

 What was the Mayan religion 
and what were their beliefs? 

 What happened to the ancient 
Mayans? 

 How does the Mayan civilisation 
compare to the Romans and the 
Anglo Saxons? 

 How did the Mayans effect 
modern developments? 
 

Discuss with your child what they have learnt in their 
topic lessons and follow up with further research using 
books and the internet. 
 
Useful links include: 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw  
 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/the-
maya  
 
https://planbee.com/blogs/news/maya-facts-for-ks2-
children-and-teachers  

Geography Covered in the Summer term 
 

 

Art & 
Design 

This term we will be learning about 
Mayan artists and using their work to 
inspire our own creations. 
 
We will focus on understanding pattern 
and use contrasting colours to create 
our own design. 
 

https://www.britishmuseum.org/projects/preserving-
maya-heritage 
The British Museum has an excellent website full of 
Maya artwork. 

Music All the learning in this unit is focused 
around one song: You've Got A Friend 
by Carole King. 
 
The lessons have an integrated 
approach to music where games, the 
dimensions of music (pulse, rhythm, 
pitch etc), singing and playing 
instruments are all linked. 
 

 

PE This half term Year 6 will be taking part in Lacrosse and Kwik Cricket during PE.  As Lacrosse is 
a new sport at our school, the children will be discovering new skills and learning how to play the 
game.  This will evolve into playing small sided games in the hope to become competitive by the 
end of the half term.  We will also be resuming Kwik Cricket from last year, building on the skills 
learnt previously to move straight into match scenarios. 

RE This term our theme is  
Religious expression and art. 
 
We will look at how religious devotion is 
expressed through visual art, music, 
poetry, sculpture and drama. 

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/research/about-
research/art-and-religion/art-and-religion This website 
has a large collection of religious art with explanations 
about the techniques that the artists used as well as 
the symbolism behind it. 
 
 

PSHE The unit this half term is ‘Don’t hold on 
to what’s wrong!’ 
 

Encourage your child to talk to you about what they 
have been learning and the activities they have taken 
part in. 
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We will explore that most friendships 
have ups and downs, and that these can 
often be worked through so that the 
friendship is repaired or even 
strengthened, and that resorting to 
violence is never right. In addition, we 
will look at practical steps the children 
can take in a range of different contexts 
to improve or support respectful 
relationships. 
 

 
 

 

Please ensure your child has their PE kit in school every day in case of unavoidable changes to the timetable. 
If they use it for an after school activity, please make sure their kit is returned the following day. Please make 
sure every item of PE kit is named.  
 
Homework (maths, spellings and grammar) will be set on a Friday and the deadline to hand it back in each 
week is Wednesday. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Mr Nanson, Ms Shergill and Miss Lynas 

 


