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Subject Content Supporting your child at home 

English In reading lessons, we will read a story 
called ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar. 
Using this text we will revise our 
reading strategies of prediction, 
clarification, inference, asking 
questions, evaluation, summarising and 
making connections. We will then start 
combining the strategies within lessons. 
We will also study a range of non-fiction 
and poetry. 
 
 
In writing, we will be covering a range 
of writing genres. This includes poetry 
using a range of figurative devise, 
creating our own non-chronological 
reports using formal, factual language. 
We will also be writing an Arthurian 
legend based on Merlin. We will 
explore the most effective ways to use 
expanded noun phrases and how to be 
selective with vocabulary choices. 
Throughout, we will be focusing on how 
we want to affect our readers. 

Please ensure your child is reading a range of text 
types/genres at home and that books they choose are 
both enjoyable and challenging. They should read 
independently and to other people; this is important to 
practice reading with expression and intonation.  
Please also talk to them about their reading, for 
example: discuss the plot, characters, setting, genre 
etc (see bookmark for questions you can ask, all 
children should have one). 
Reminder that reading records are checked every 
Friday. 
 
Your child will have weekly spellings to learn and will 
be tested on these in class weekly. These spellings, 
linked to the National Curriculum, include a mixture of 
high frequency words as well as spelling patterns and 
rules taught in class each week. 
 
Your child will also have a GPaS (grammar, 
punctuation and spelling) task to practise for 
homework. Please refer to the GPaS cards recently 
sent out to help you to support your child at home. 
 

Maths This half term we will be focusing on: 

 Fractions, decimals and percentages 
– converting between these different 
representations of proportion; finding 
fractions/ percentages of amounts 
and applying understanding in a 
range of contexts. 

 Units of measure for length, height 
and weight. Working on converting 
between units. 

 Geometry – using angle rules to find 
missing angles, using a protractor 
and using vocabulary to categorise 
and classify 2d and 3d shape. 

Calculation skills are absolutely vital at this stage. 
Please use the calculation guide we sent home before 
half term to revise and practise the four operations. 
 
For multiplication practise go to Times Tables 
Rockstars (available on laptops and as an app – it 
tends to work better on tablets than phones) 
 
For other areas of maths https://nrich.maths.org/8113 
is a great collection of fun problems to explore. 
 

Science Our science topic this half term is 
‘Animals including Humans’. 
Some of the aspects we will cover 
include: 

 The circulatory system 

 The heart- parts and function 

 Life processes 

Useful online links include: 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zq6x8hv  
 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/human-
circulatory-system  
 
 

Computing E-safety- with the increased online 
activity, via games, phones, apps etc. 
we are learning how to keep safe 
online. This ranges from how to identify 
secure websites, what information 
shouldn’t be shared online to online 
bullying and what to do in that situation. 

You’ll find lots of support and advice for parents and 
carers on keeping your child safe online at 
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/  
 

Design & 
Technology 

Not taught this half term. 
 

 

History Autumn term topic is ‘Leisure  and 
Entertainment in the last 60 years’. 

Discuss with your child what they have learnt in their 
topic lessons and follow up with further research using 

https://nrich.maths.org/8113
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zq6x8hv
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/human-circulatory-system
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/human-circulatory-system
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/


 
This will include Britain in the sixties, 
how cinema, music, leisure, food and 
culture has changed. 

books and the internet. 
 
If children have families that have memories of what 
life was like, sharing them would be really useful. 

Geography Not taught this half term.  

Art & 
Design 

This term we will be focusing on 
painting. We use the work of Wassily 
Kandinsky as inspiration throughout our 
unit. The final piece will be to recreate 
one of compositions. 
 

Look at the work of Wassily Kandinsky and discuss his 
drawing/painting techniques. 
 
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/artists/wassily_k
andinsky.php  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qz6YXyS_twg  
 
https://kids.kiddle.co/Kandinsky 

Music All the learning in this first unit is 
focused around one song: 
‘Happy’ by Pharrell Williams – a pop 
song with a soul influence about being 
happy.  

Some good discussion points to discuss music with 
your child: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zk86qfr/articles/z
8x796f 

PE This half term Year 6 will mainly be 
taking part in Invasion Games PE with 
a focus on Tag Rugby.  They will be 
building on past skills and using them in 
more game scenarios.  We will also be 
exploring attacking vs defending both 
individually and as part of a team.  Year 
6 will also be taking part in full pitch 
matches with a new focus on kicking. 

At home the children are encouraged to spend 10 
minutes per day outside exercising.  This could be 
playing in the garden or outside area, riding a bike, 
going for a family walk, going to the park or playing a 
sport. 
 

RE This term our theme is Buddhism, 
focussing on the key features of 
Buddhism, how Buddhists live their 
lives as well as how monks and nuns 
live their life. 

The local (Gaddesden) Amarvarti Monastery website is 
interesting https://www.amaravati.org/photo-gallery/  
 
Also, 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh4mrj6/articles/z
dbvjhv has some interesting videos and information. 

PSHE Our Heart Smart theme this half term is 
‘Don't forget to let love in’ 
It is all about self-awareness: building 
healthy internal dialogue and self-
efficacy. 

Encourage your child to talk to you about what they 
have been learning and the activities they have taken 
part in. 

French 
 
 

This half-term the children will be 
learning to express their preferences in 
French.  They will revise how to give 
key information about themselves and 
will learn family vocabulary. 
The term will conclude with a Christmas 
theme. 

Please encourage your child to share new words and 
phrases they’ve learnt in French after their lesson on 
Thursdays. 
Please also encourage them to log on to 
linguascope.com regularly using 
Username: hammond 
Password: redjumper 
Select Beginner/ French flag/ Self and family/ Les 
membres de la famille.  Watch the presentation and 
play some games. 
Remind your child that as well as using linguascope to 
develop French, they can use it to explore a variety of 
other languages of their choice! 

 

Please ensure your child has their PE kit in school every day in case of unavoidable changes to the timetable. 
If they use it for an after school activity, please make sure their kit is returned the following day. Please make 
sure every item of PE kit is named.  
 

Homework (maths, spellings and grammar) will be set on a Friday and the deadline to hand it back in each 
week is Wednesday. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Mr Nanson, Ms Shergill and Miss Lynas 
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