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Subject Content Supporting your child at home 

English This half term, we will be exploring instructions’ 
texts and then write our own set of instructions 
using the appropriate language and 
organisational features. 
We will also write stories based on traditional 
tales from other cultures such as Rumpelstiltskin 
(German) and Babushka (Russian), focusing on 
story structures, emotive and descriptive 
vocabulary, Capital letter, full stop, compound, 
adjective, verb tense (past and present), as well 
as working on our handwriting and letter 
formation. 
In poetry, we will explore riddles & poems with a 
structure. 
 
 

Talk to your child about instructions. Why is it 
important for instructions to be clear and 
concise, as well as easy to follow? Practise 
giving instructions to your child at home. 
Perhaps they can help you to with cooking 
where they have to follow your instructions. 
 
Talk about characters within the stories we 
are covering. Encourage your child to 
describe the main characters to you. 
Versions of both stories are available online.  
 
Support your child with their fine motor skills 
as this will help to improve their handwriting 
and letter formation. You can do this using 
playdough, sewing and drawing. 

Maths This half term we will be focusing on: 

 Representing, ordering and comparing 

numbers to 100  

 Mental addition and subtraction of numbers to 

20 

 Finding complements of 10 and 100 

 Statistics: totalling and comparing amounts in 

block graphs, pictograms, tables and tally 

charts 

 Written addition method 

 Commutativity in addition but not in subtraction 

 Written subtraction method 

 Problem solving with addition and subtraction 

in a range of contexts 

Maths games for KS1 
BBC Bitesize Maths 
 
Practise counting to 100 
Practise counting on and back from given 
numbers. Encourage your child to count out 
objects around the house and making 
amounts using dried pasta.  
Practise comparing numbers that are bigger, 
smaller or equal. 
Encourage your child to use Times Table 
Rockstars regularly to help improve their 
times tables skills. 
 
 

Science Our science topic this term is: animals, including 
humans.  
Children will begin by looking at animal young 
and comparing them to their adults. They will 
look at how animals change as they grow up 
and be introduced to the life cycles of several 
varied common animals, including humans. 
They look in detail at how humans change as 
they grow older, drawing on their own 
observations. Children are introduced to the 
three basic needs of animals for survival (water, 
food and air). They will apply this knowledge, 
alongside research from secondary sources, to 
suggest ways to look after pets. 
The topic ends with children looking at healthy 
lifestyles, including the importance of exercise, 
healthy eating and hygiene. These healthy living 
lessons develop ‘working scientifically’ skills 
through investigating the impact of exercise on 
our bodies, and how handwashing is essential 
for good hygiene. 

At home, discuss the differences in 
appearances in relation to age. Perhaps if 
there are siblings, this could be explored 
further. If you have a pet at home, discuss 
how you care for your pet and how you meet 
its need. 
 
You can also reinforce the importance of a 
healthy lifestyle through exercise, healthy 
eating and hygiene. 

Computing Our topic this term is Computing Systems and 
Networks - Information Technology around us. 
In this unit, learners will look at information 
technology at school and beyond, in settings 

Chat to your child about all the different types 
of technology there is around your home. 
Also discuss how to use technology safely. 

http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks1numeracy
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/maths/


such as shops, hospitals, and libraries. Learners 
will investigate how information technology 
improves our world, and they will learn about 
using information technology responsibly. 

Design & 
Technology 

Not taught this half term. 
 
 

 

History Not taught this half term.  

Geography Our topic this term is: Great Britain 
Children will learn important facts and develop 
their geography skills. 

 Place finding skills: locate the UK, the four 
countries within it and their capital cities: 
England (London), Scotland (Edinburgh), 
Wales (Cardiff), Northern Ireland (Belfast).  

 Using aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features (e.g. 
Google Earth, maps).  

 Use compass points (North, South, East, 
West) and directional language (near, far, left, 
right) to describe location of features/routes on 
a map.  

 Mapping skills (label a map of the UK). UK 
map focus 

Talk to your child about the local area they 
live in and where it is located on a UK map. 
What cities are we close to and what are the 
four countries that make up the United 
Kingdom? 

Art & 
Design 

This term, children will develop their 
understanding of the colour theory, develop their 
drawing skills, learn about the artist Henri 
Rousseau and respond to some of his work. 

Support your child with doing some online 
research on the artist Henri Rousseau and 
explore his artwork. 
 

Music In music, children will be learning songs in 
preparation for their Christmas performance. 

Encourage your child to practise the songs 
they have been learning at home. 

PE This half term Year 2 will be taking part in the 
Gymnastics Award.  This award has been 
designed by Mr Rickman and Mr Rowlands, with 
each child learning 10-12 key gymnastics skills.  
At the end of the half term depending how many 
of these skills are completed each child will earn 
a Bronze, Silver or Gold Award Certificate.  
These skills include different types of rolling, 
balancing, flight and movement to music. 

Try to do at least 10 minutes exercise a day 
e.g. trampolining, riding your bike or walking 
the dog. 
 

RE This term, children will learn about Signs and 
Symbols from leading religions. They will also 
learn the Christmas Story develop their 
understanding of the importance of gifts in 
connection to the Christmas story. 

Discuss all the different types of signs and 
symbols that are important to you as a family 
and/or/ your faith.  

PSHE Our Heart Smart theme this term is all about 
Letting the love in through valuing ourselves, 
using positive language, learning about 
important values and treating others how we 
would expect to be treated. 
 

Encourage your child to value themselves 
and to remind them of how much they are 
loved. 
 
 

 

Please ensure your child has their PE kit in school every day in case of unavoidable changes to the timetable. 
If they use it for an after school activity, please make sure their kit is returned the following day. Please make 
sure every item of PE kit is named.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
The Year 2 Team 

 


